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Medina/Cuyahoga
County FSA

6090 Wedgewood Rd
Medina, OH 44256
(330) 722-2628

(330) 725-5829 (fax)
www.fsa.usda.govioh

Hours
Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. -4:30 p.m.

County Committee
Brian Cadnum
Russell Hendricks
Marie Keister

Gary Vaughn

County Committee
meets 2 Tuesday each
month

Staff

Theresa Johnson, CED
Amy Huttinger, PT
Robin Smith, PT
Carroll Weinbroer, PT

Special Accommaodations

Reasonable accommoda-
tions will be made, upon
request, for individuals
with disabilitics, vision
impairment, or hearing
impairment to attend or
participate in meetings
or events sponsored by
the Farm Service
Ageney. If you require
special accommodations
to attend or participate in
one of our events, please
call the FSA county
office and we will be
happy to make any
needed arrangements.

USDA
=

County Committee Elections
“FSA Counts on You”

From June 15 through Aug. 3, farmers and
ranchers can nominate eligible peers as candi-
dates for election to the Medina/Cuyahoga
County Farm Service Agency County Committee
(COC). Since COC elections happen only once a
year, here is an election refresher. For election
purposes, counties are divided into local adminis-
trative areas, or LAA's. Each LAA selects one
producer to serve a three-year term on the Farm
Service Agency county committee.

Each year, an election is held in an LAA to re-
place the committee member whose three-year
term is expiring. In counties with three LAA's,
one seat is up for election. In combined counties
in some years, two seats may be up for election.

An election will be held for the County Commit-
tee position for LAA-3, which is comprised of
the following townships: Guilford, Lafayette,
Montville, Sharon, Wadsworth, and Westfield.

Any eligible person residing in one of these town-
ships who is interested in running for the County
Committee, or would like to nominate an individ-
ual to run for the County Committee, must com-
plete a nomination form. The nomination form
for FSA County Committee Election (FSA-669A)
is available at the county FSA office. You may
also go on-line and download the form from our
Ohio FSA website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/oh. The
document is located under the "I Want To" sec-
tion on the right side of the screen.

Members of socially disadvantaged groups (a
group whose members have been subjected to
racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their
identity as members of a group without regard to
their individual qualities) are strongly encouraged
to complete the Nomination Form for County
FSA Committee Election (FSA-669A) and nomi-
nate themselves or another eligible candidate.
Committee members make decisions on applica-
tions for federal farm program and disaster pay-
ments.

Talk to Theresa Johnson, County Executive Director at
(330) 722-2628 for details on the types of decisions
county committee members make, or visit the County
Committee Elections website to learn more about the
Election process and read over the fact sheets at: hup:/
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Remember, the nomination period runs June 15"
through August 3. The completed nomination form
must be returned to the county office by close of business
on Aug. 3 or postmarked by midnight Aug. 3, 2009. Bal-
lots will be mailed to eligible voters November 6" and
must be returned by December 7, 2009. The elected Com-
mittee Member and Alternates will take office January I,
2010.

Final Acreage Reporting Dates
Quickly Approaching

FSA reminds producers of the acreage reporting require-
ments that must be met prior to receiving program bene-
fits. If producers miss the acreage reporting deadline
dates, a late filing fee will be charged.

Producers are required to file an FSA-578, Report of
Acreage, certification for the farm by the June 30 dead-
line for small grains and by July 15 for all other crops
except small grains. To be considered timely, acreage
reports on crops (including dates planted) are due in the
county office by the earlier of June 30 for small grains
and July 15 for all other crops, or 15 calendar days before
the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage
being reported.

It is also very important that producers report crop losses,
including those insured under Federal Crop Insurance and
Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP) within 15 days of
the date damage occurred or 15 days from the date dam-
age is apparent. Losses and or damages to crops must be
reported after each disaster occurrence and in a timely
manner to insure continued eligibility for benefits.

Please call the county office today for an appointment to
file the required FSA-578 certification report before the
deadline. Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops
and land uses, including failed and prevented planting
acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of
programs.



Grassfands Reserve Program

Grassland Reserve Program (GRPY assists landowners and
operators Lo protect grazing uses and related conservation
values by conserving and restoring grassland resources on
cligible private Jands. The GRP was revilalized a5 a part of
the 2008 Farm Bill with a goal of cwroliing 1.2 million acres
nationwide. The 2009 deadline for accepting applications
for the GRP s June 26, 2009,

FSA and NRCGS accept applications on a continuous basis:
however, ranking dales are estublished to evaluale and select
applications for current year funding. Any applications re-
ceived afier this date shall be loaded into the GRP applica-
tion software and stored unti} the next ranking period. Pro-
ducers not accepted during previous GRP sign-ups must ve-
apply 1o be considered for enroliment.

Preferenge will be piven to:

»  Working grazing operations with an approved grazing
plan

+  Land that has been historically dominated by grassiand
angd provides habitat for animal or plam populations of
significant ecolopical value

+  Ladl which contains historical or archeological re-
sourees; and

+  Land expiring from the Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) inn Sept. 30, 2009.

Only landowners may voluniarily apply for GRP easements,
Either owners or operators may voluntarily apply for GRP
rental contracis s long as the operator can provide proper
documents 1o show control of rentat acres during the entire
contract period. Participants must meet adjusted gross in-
come requiremments, must be in conservation compliance and
camnot exceed the $30,000 payment limitation.

Rental contracts may be for duration of 10 years, 15 years or
20 years and rental payments vary by county and range from
§7.00 10 $16.50 per acre per year of the contract, Easements
are permanent and a payment is based on the geographic arca
rate cap of the land less the grazing value.

Interested Imdowners and operators should contact the
county office by June 26" 1o find oul more about enroliing in
the GRP or ather Conservation programs.

Farm Reconstitutions

At FSA, Tarms are “constituted” to group all tracts having the
same owner and e same operator under ene farm serial
number, When changes in ownership or operation take
place, & fanm reconstilution is necessary.

‘The reconstitution-—or recon-—is the process of combining
or dividing farms or lracts of land based on the fanning op-
eration. Remember, to be effective Tor the current year, re-
cons must be requested by Asgust 1 for farms enrolled in
specific propramns.

Removing CCC Loan Collateral and Main-
taining Grain Quality

Producers are reminded, iT you have grain under Commodity
Credit Corporation loan it cannot be remaved or disposed of
without prior county office staff authorization or repayment,
The county office staff may issue release anthorizations based
on a telephone call or in person request when you are ready 1o
move the grain. A loan vielation is subject to monetary and ad-
ministrative penaities, such as repaying the loan at principal
pus interest, hquidated damages, calling the loan and denial of
future farm-stored loans aid loan deficiency payments.

All commodity loans are subject (o spoi cheek. Locking in s
market loan repayment rate is not a marketing authorization. I
you ate planning to move CCC loan grain, call the county of-
fice before you HAUL!

Since the summer heat will be here soon, producers should
keep an eye on the condition and guality of the stored grain,
Remember te contuct the FSA office i you nolice changes in
the condition and quality of the stored grain.

New Commeodity Loan Repayment Rates

Since April 15, 2009, FSA began using an improved and more
stable system for determining non-recourse marketing assis-
tance loan repayment rates and loan deficiency payment rates
Tor wheat, feed grains, pulse crops, oilseeds, wool, mohair and
honey. The new method reduces the effects daily market volatil-
itiex lve on Joun repayment rates, and provides more certainty
Toy producers who have taken advaniage of marketing assis-
tanee loans or loan deficiency payments.

The foan repayment rate may now be determined as the lesser
of the loan rate plus interest and a rate based on: 13 average mar-
ket prices during the previcus 30 days, or 2) an alternative
methad the seerclary may develop.

Beginning April 15, for wheat, com, grain serghum, seybeans,
barley, oats, canola, flaxsced and sunflower seed, the Commod-
ity Credit Corporation (CCC) determines and publishes daily
loan repayment rates based on the average imarkel prices during
Mie preceding 30 days. At the same time, CCC will amnounce
cach day 4 repayment rate based on the preceding five days. The
new method will replace the current one, which 1s based on the
previous day's market rates. The effective alternative repay-
ment rate will be the lower of either the 30-day average or
the S-day average,

The 30-day method will reflect a 30-day moving average of all
terminal market prices for the erop, adjusted by the difference
batween the applicable national loan rate and the county ioan
rate. The 5-day method will reflect a 5-day moving average of
applicable terminal market prices adjusied by applicable county
differential and wominal adjustments, This new loan repayment
method will minimize potential forfeitares, accumulation of
CCC stocks, CCC storage costs, market impediments and dis-
crepancies i benefits across state and county boundaries.



Foreign Investors Who Hold Agricultural
Land

Foreign investors, who buy, sell or hold a direct or indirect in-
terest in U.S. agriculwral land must report their holdings and
ransactions 1o the U.S. Secretary of Agricullure, Faiture to
timely file an accurate report can result in & penalty with fines
up 10 25 pereent of the fair market value of the agriculural land.
Foreign persons who are buying or selling land nwst report the
transaction within 90 days of the date of the transaction,
Who Must Report:

Tndividuals who are not U.S. citizens or cilizens of the Northern
Mariana Islands or the Trust Territery of the Pacific Islands;
Individuals who are not lawfully admitted o (he U.S. for perma-
nent residence or who are nol paroled into the U.S. under the
Immigration and Nationality Act;

Any erganization created under laws of a foreign govenment or
which has Jecated its principle place of business outside the
u.s,;

Any U.S. organization in which a significant interest or substan-
tial control is divectly or indirectly held by foreign individuals,
organizalions or goverments; ang

Any foreign govemments.

What to Report:
I tract of agriculiral land in the U.S., its (aritories, the

Northern Mariana Islands and the Trust Territories of the Pacific
Isiands owned by persons required Lo report; and
Leascholds of 10 years or more.

USIA designated the FSA 10 collect the AFIDA report forms.
Individguals wanting o ebtain an AFIDA report form (FSA-153)
may do so from any FSA county office, however, the completed
form must be retumed to (he FSA county office where the land
or where the programs are administered. The (FSA-153) is
availabie in both English and Spanish translations. You can
also go on-line and download the form at: hiupi#
pov.usda. povs
0153 010524V02.pdl .

Upcoming June Agricultural Survey

The June Agricultural Survey {also known as the Crops/Stocks
Survey) is the one of the mest important surveys conducted
cach year by USDA's National Agriculural Statistics Service
(NASS). I provides the first clear indication of the polential
production and supply of major commeditics, including those
from biotech varietics, for the year.

Interviewers will be contacting approximately 4,000 Ohio furm-
ers by phone, miail andéor personal interview. NASS will be
contacting local famers between the end of May and mid July.

The formation collected aboul speeific commodities varies
somewhat from state 1o slate, however, all participating produc-
ers will be asked 1o provide information on their total acies,
acres planted 1o specific commodities, and quantities of grains
and oilseeds stored on-fanm,

H you would like more information about the survey, please
call NASS at (614) 7282100,

Average Crop Revenue Election
{ACRE) & DCP

Sign-up for the 2009 Direct & Counter-cyclical Program
{DCP) and the ACRE program have been anmounced & wilt
conlinue through August 14, 2009,

To give producers an option in licu of traditional price-based
counter-cy<licat payments under DCP, the ACRE program
was created in the 2008 Farm Bill. Producers may ¢lect o
enrolt in ACRE for the 2009 crop year even if they have
already accepled advance direct payments under DCP,

The ACRE program is a revenue-based option which pro-
vides eligible producers a slate-level revenue guarantee,
based on the S-year state Olympic average yield and the 2-
year national average price. ACRE payments are made
when both state and ferm-level triggers are met.Producers
who elect the ACRE program for a farm agree to:
o forgo counter-cyclical payments;
» aceept 2 20-percent reduction in dir
and
o accept 4 30-percent reduction in loan rates for all
commuodities produced on the farm.

el payments;

To eieet ACRE for a farm, producers must complete a CCC-
SOOACRI, which imevocably elects ACRE for the favm
through crop vear 2012, Also, all Jand owners must sign the
election form. The ACRE siganp involves a lwo step proc-
[
1. Run oul the ACRE Election form for all owners 1o sign
2. After ali signatures are received, ran out an ACRE Con-
tract for pperator to sign.

]

NOTI: Neither Counter-cyclical nor ACRE payments arc
guaranleed. Counler-eyclical payments are contingent on
national average market prices and ACRE payments are
contingent on a farm’s revenue, both of which are not
known al the time of signup. Therefere it is not possible ©
predetennine which program is most beneficial. 1Uis impor-
tant for each producer 1 rescarch the benefits of ACRE.

To aid you in your decision process, detailed ACRE infor-
mation packets are available at the county office. We also
have an ACRE spreadsheet that we can custorize for your
specific farm. Please call Amy at the office if yow would
like to sit down and review your farm. Producers are en-
couraged Lo check out ACRE caleulators available from
variots universities and agriculural services. More infor-
mation on ACRE, including an ACRE calculator is available
online at: htgfiwww fausda povidep,

Contact the county office today for an appoinbment to sign
your DCP andfor ACRE contracts before the August 147
deadiine. No late-filed applications will be accepted.




MEDINA/CUYAHOGA COUNTY FSA OFFICE
6090 WEDGEWOOD RD USD United States

MEDINA, OH 44256.80828 a Departmant of
Agriculfure

The United States Department of Agsenlture (USDA} prohibuts disermmmation w all ats proy
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activpics on the bisis of face, cabor. nanonal ongm,
wal arentation, gerec fermation., politwal belicls.

Newsletter/Info

Our monthly newsielter is also availshle at ) tes “' R ""“"

www Fsausds. govioh, Onee on the homepage, fock on June 30 Final certification date for small grains.
the left side ynder “browse by subjeet” and click on Iy 3 Independence Day Holiday, 1TSA

“newslelters™, This site also provides recent news re- Offices Closed,
leases, impartant dates 10 remember & program infor- Final cerdfication date for all erops cxeepl

maticit. July 15 smatl praing.

Tinal date 1o request farm reconstitation
Aup. | .
for current fiscal year.

Last day ta file County Committce
Aug. 3 Nomination foris.
.\ Sigr-up Beadline for DCP and ACRE
0.125% Aug. 14 Programs.
Farm Operating Loans - Direct 2.250% Continues Farm Storage Facility oan Program.
Fam Ownership Loans -— Direct 4.250% Cominues Continuous CRP.

Farm Ownership Loans - Beginning

0,
Farmer Down Payment 1.500%
LEmergency Loans 3.750%
Farm Storage Facility Loans 2623% Visit our website at: www fausda.sov/oly

Commodity Loans 1896-Present 1.500%




