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Newsletter Distribution 

This newsletter is distributed to all producers served by 
Farm Service Agency county offices in Northwest Ohio.  
While the return address for this mailing on the reverse of 
this newsletter is that of the Wood County Farm Service 
Agency, producers should contact their servicing county 
Farm Service Agency office for additional information and 
program details. 
 

2008 SURE Signup Deadline Announced 
SURE is a permanent disaster program provided by the 
2008 Farm Bill and provides a revenue guarantee (SURE 
Guarantee) for a producer’s total farming interest.  
USDA’s authority to use American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (Recovery Act) stimulus funding for the 
2008 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments 
Program (SURE) will end on September 30, 2010. 
Therefore, producers will have through September 30, 
2010 to timely file a FSA-682 for 2008 crop year SURE 
benefits.  There are no late-filing provisions.  
Applications not filed by September 30, 2010, regardless 
of the reason why, will not receive a payment because of 
lack of funding. 
 
NW Ohio FSA offices encourage all producers who are 
interested in applying for 2008 SURE program payments 
to sign an application by close-of-business September 30, 
2010.  Producers can submit an application even if it is 
apparent that one or more of the eligibility requirements 
may not be met.  This way, if there is a later resolution of 
the eligibility issue(s), a payment could still be made.  
 
Some publications on SURE have implied that producers 
could wait until a fully automated signup process was 
made available to initiate an application rather than 
applying under the interim process currently being utilized.  
However, due to conflicting priorities, limited funding, and 
issues beyond FSA’s control the current interim signup 
process will be the only signup opportunity for 2008 crop 
year SURE payments. 
 

Designation of ACRE Payment Acres 
Producers on a farm participating in the 2010 ACRE 
program can designate the covered commodity(s) that may 
receive potential 2010 ACRE program payments if the 
planted and considered planted (P&CP) acres of all 
covered commodities on the participating farm exceed 120 
percent of the total base acres on the farm.   The deadline 
to designate 2010 crop year ACRE payment acres is 
September 30, 2010.  Payment acres will be allocated 
based on the percentage of the P&CP acres of a covered 
commodity to the total P&CP acres of all covered 
commodities on the farm if no designation is made. 

DCP Counter-Cyclical (CC) Payments 
The Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) offers 
assistance through counter-cyclical payments when 
commodity prices are below certain levels. Final 2009 
counter-cyclical payment rates for wheat, barley, and oats 
are zero because the effective prices exceed the target 
prices.  The effective price is the direct payment rate, plus 
the higher of the national loan rate or the national average 
target price.  The final 2009 counter-cyclical payment for 
corn, soybeans and will be determined in October, 2010.   
Final 2010 counter-cyclical payments for wheat, barley 
and oats will be determined in July, 2011 and the final 
2010 counter-cyclical payments for corn, soybeans will be 
determined in October, 2011. 
 

2010 DCP Final Direct Payments 
Final 2010 direct payments for all producers participating 
in the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program will be issued 
in a batch payment process scheduled to be initiated after 
October 1, 2010.  Producers who received an advanced 
payment will receive the remaining seventy-eight percent 
of the payment and those who elected not to take the 
advanced payment will receive the full payment. 
 

2009 DCP ACRE Election Payments 
The Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) provides 
an Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) option. ACRE 
payments are revenue-based payments and are tied to crop 
production and the National Average Market Price for 
planted, and considered planted, covered commodity crops 
on the farm. ACRE payment acreage is limited to the total 
amount of base acres on the farm and can only be issued 
for a crop if the following two triggers are met for the 
covered commodity crop: 
 
• State Trigger: The Actual State Revenue for the 

program year must be less than the State ACRE 
Guarantee. 

• Farm Trigger: The participating farm’s Actual Farm 
Revenue for the program year must be less than the 
Farm ACRE Guarantee.  

ACRE payments will be made after the end of the 
marketing year for the respective commodity, but no 
sooner than October 1, as required by statute. Advance 
ACRE payments are not authorized under the 2008 Farm 
Bill.  For the 2009 crop year, ACRE payments, if 
applicable, will be made in October 2010 for wheat, 
barley, oats, corn, grain sorghum and soybeans. 
 

Supporting Documents for DCP/ACRE 
Producers must submit supporting documentation to 
determine eligibility before DCP and ACRE payments are 
issued.  Supporting documentation includes: CCC-902 - 
Farm Operating Plan for Payment Eligibility; AD-1026- 
Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland 
Conservation Certification; CCC-926 – Adjusted Gross 
Income Statement; FSA-578 - Report of Acreage; CCC-
510 DCP or Acre Program Cash Rent Certification 
Statement; signatures from landowners signing to zero 
shares; or copies of cash lease agreements. 
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Livestock Indemnity Program 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides benefits 
to livestock producers for livestock deaths in excess of 
normal mortality rates caused by adverse weather 
including losses because of floods, blizzards, disease, 
extreme heat and extreme cold.   
 

Livestock Forage Disaster Program 
The Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) will provide 
compensation to eligible livestock producers that have 
suffered grazing losses due to qualifying drought 
conditions on land that is native or improved pastureland 
with permanent vegetative cover. 
 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 
Honeybees & Farm-Raised Fish Program 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and 
Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) provides emergency 
assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees 
and farm-raised fish that have losses due to disease, 
adverse weather or other conditions as determined by the 
Secretary of Agriculture.   The program provides 
compensation for loss of fish and fish feed; loss of 
honeybees, bee hives, and bee feed; and loss of livestock, 
livestock grazing, and livestock feed that are not otherwise 
covered under the Livestock Indemnity Program or the 
Livestock Forage Disaster Program. 
 

Tree Assistance Program 
The Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides financial 
assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree 
growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and 
vines damaged by natural disasters.  Eligible trees, bushes 
and vines are those from which an annual crop is produced 
for commercial purposes. Nursery trees include 
ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees produced for 
commercial sale. 
 
Apply for assistance for any of the above Supplemental 
Agricultural Disaster Assistance programs according to 
the following table: 
 

 
Program 

 

Final Date to File Notice of 
Loss 

Final Date to 
File Application 

for Payment 
 
 

LIP 
ELAP 

Earlier of 30 Calendar days of 
the date the loss was 
apparent or 30 calendar days 
after the end of the calendar 
year in which the loss 
occurred. 

 
 

30 calendar days 
after the end of 
the calendar 
year in which the 
loss occurred. 

 
 

LFP 

 30 calendar days 
after the end of 
the calendar 
year in which the 
loss occurred. 

 
 
 
 

TAP 

 Within 90 
calendar days 
from the later of 
the disaster 
event or the date 
when the loss of 
trees, bushes or 
vines is 
apparent. 

 
 

Prevented Planted/Failed Acreage Credit 
Producers who are prevented from planting an intended 
crop by the final planting date can request acreage credit 
by reporting the acreage on form FSA-578 and completing 
form CCC-576 for the prevented planted acreage within 15 
calendar days after the commodity’s final planting date. 
Note:  October 20, 2010 is the RMA final planting date for 
wheat in Northwestern Ohio counties. Once CCC-576 for 
prevented planting credit is submitted it cannot be 
withdrawn or revised. 
 
Producers can receive credit for failed acreage if the 
acreage is reported on form FSA-578 and a request for 
acreage credit is made on form CCC-576 before 
disposition of the crop. The acreage must have been timely 
planted under normal conditions with the intent to harvest 
but failed as result of a disaster related condition.   
 
Both prevented planted and failed acreage must be verified 
with crop insurance data, a producer paid field visit, or 
FSA county committee knowledge if timely filed. 
Prevented planting and failed acreage deadlines may be of 
great consequence for producers who want to establish 
eligibility for potential benefits for SURE/ACRE for the 
2011 crop year.  Although the acres administered under 
FSA farm serial numbers and RMA unit numbers may not 
align, producers who file prevented planting and failed 
acres with RMA should also consider filing with FSA to 
prevent acreage discrepancies between the agencies. 
 

NAP/RMA Fall Deadlines 
The deadline to purchase Non-insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for 2011 crop year 
nursery and ornamental nursery crops is September 1, 
2010.  The deadline for winter wheat, rye, barley and 
speltz is September 30, 2010.  The deadline for apples, 
asparagus, blueberries, caneberries, cherries, grapes, 
nectarines, peaches, pears, plums, strawberries, honey, 
maple sap and forage for hay and pasture is November 20, 
2010.  The deadline to obtain a Risk Management Agency 
(RMA) policy or plan of insurance for 2011 crop year 
wheat is September 30, 2010.   
 
Risk Management Purchase Requirement 

To be eligible for SURE benefits producers are required to 
obtain a policy or plan of insurance for each crop, type and 
IU on the farm for insurable crops and obtain NAP 
coverage for each noninsurable commodity by crop, type, 
and IU on the farm.   An eligible producer on a farm is not 
required to meet and may elect to waive this requirement 
for a crop that is not economically significant, or for 
which the NAP fee exceeds 10 percent of the value of the 
NAP coverage. A crop of economic significance is any 
crop that contributed, or is expected to contribute, 5 
percent or more of the total expected value of all crops 
grown by the producer. 
 
Socially disadvantaged farmers, limited-resource farmers 
and beginning farmers are exempted from the risk 
management purchase requirement.   
 
 



Marketing Assistance Loans 
Marketing assistance loans can be a source of interim 
financing to help producers meet cash flow needs without 
selling harvested commodities.    Loans mature the last day 
of the ninth month following the month of disbursement.  
Producers must retain beneficial interest in the commodity 
and meet other eligibility criteria to obtain a loan.  
Commodities must be stored in approved farm storage; 
Federal or State licensed warehouses, with or without a 
Uniform Grain and Rice Storage Agreement; and 
Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) approved 
warehouses.  2010 National average loan rates are:  Wheat 
- $1.90, Corn - $1.93, Soybeans - $5.10.   
 

Loan Repayment Rate Methods 
USDA's Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) determines 
and publishes daily loan repayment rates based on the 
average market prices during the preceding 30 days.   At 
the same time, CCC announces each day a repayment rate 
based on the preceding five days.  The effective alternative 
repayment rate is the lower of either the 30-day average or 
the 5-day average.  
 
The 30-day method will reflect a 30-day moving average 
of all terminal market prices for the crop, adjusted by the 
difference between the applicable national loan rate and 
the county loan rate.  The 5-day method will reflect a 5-
day moving average of applicable terminal market prices 
adjusted by applicable county differential and terminal 
adjustments.  
 

Loan Deficiency Payments  
Loan deficiency payments (LDP’s) are made to producers 
who agree to forgo a loan in return for a payment on the 
eligible commodity when the posted county price is less 
than the county loan rate.  Producers must file form CCC-
633EZ, Page 1 before harvest as an intention to receive 
loan deficiency payment benefits, if available. 
 

MILC Program Price Announcements 
MILC payments are issued on a monthly basis when the 
Boston Federal Milk Marketing Order Class I (Boston 
Class I) milk price falls below $16.94 per cwt. This trigger 
may be adjusted monthly for variations in feed costs above 
$7.35 per cwt. of a 16-percent protein feed ration. MILC 
payments rates are calculated using both of the following:  
 
• Boston Class I price announced by the Agricultural 

Marketing Service.  
• National Average Dairy Feed Ration Cost (NADFRC) 

prices for corn, soybeans, and alfalfa hay announced by 
NASS.  

 
While the Boston Class I price is announced in the month 
preceding the month to which it applies, the NADFRC 
prices are announced in the month that follows the month 
to which it applies.  Both the Boston Class I and NADFRC 
price announcements must be made for an applicable 
month before the final MILC payment rate can be 
calculated and payments disbursed.  In FY 2010 milk rates 
have been in effect for October, November and April. 

 

Loans Available to Socially Disadvantaged 
Farmers and Beginning Farmers 

FSA has a special loan program to assist socially 
disadvantaged and beginning farmers in purchasing a farm.  
A socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher for farm loan 
program purposes is a farmer or rancher who is a member 
of a group whose members have been subject to racial or 
ethnic prejudice because of their identity as members of a 
group without regard to their individual qualities. Groups 
include American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians or 
Asian Americans, Blacks or African Americans, Native 
Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, and Hispanics. A 
beginning farmer or rancher is an individual or entity who 
has not operated a farm or ranch for more than 10 years 
and substantially participates in the operation. 
 
The applicant must make a cash down payment of at least 
5 percent of the purchase price to qualify.  The maximum 
loan amount is the lesser of $225,000 or 45 percent of the 
lesser of the following: 
• the purchase price of the farm or ranch to be acquired. 
• the appraised value of the farm or ranch to be acquired. 
 
The term of the loan is 20 years. The interest rate is 
currently 1.5 percent.  The remaining balance may be 
obtained from a commercial lender or private party.  FSA 
can provide up to a 95 percent guarantee if financing is 
obtained from a commercial lender.  Participating lenders 
do not have to pay a guarantee fee. 
 
Financing from participating lenders must have an 
amortization period of at least 30 years and cannot have a 
balloon payment due within the first 20 years of the loan. 
 

Rural Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youth to 
establish and operate income-producing projects in 
connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural 
groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the 
help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income 
to repay the loan, and provide youth with practical 
business and educational experience.  The maximum loan 
amount is $5,000. 
 

Additional Farm Loan Programs                  
FSA offers loans for producers to purchase farmland and 
finance agricultural operations. FSA loan programs are 
designed to help producers who are temporarily unable to 
obtain private or commercial credit and have insufficient 
net worth to qualify for financing; producers who may 
have limited resources; or producers who have suffered 
setbacks from natural disasters.  
 
Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be 
obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000 
each. Currently, guaranteed loans can reach a maximum 
indebtedness of $1,112,000.  Emergency loans are direct 
loans for farmers who suffered physical or production 
losses in Presidential or Secretarial declared disaster areas. 
Contact your local FSA office for additional information 
and further details regarding farm loan programs. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reenrollment of Expiring CRP Contracts 
Some continuous signup Conservation Reserve Program 
contracts for environmentally sensitive land will expire 
September 30, 2010.   Affected participants have been 
notified of the opportunity to reenroll the expiring acres 
under a new contract to begin October 1, 2010.  Producers 
who are interested in reenrollment should initiate the offer 
as soon as possible as the necessary eligibility 
determinations and conservation plans must be completed 
by September 30, 2010 in order for the contract to begin 
October 1, 2010.  
 
Cell Phone Numbers and Email Addresses 
USDA’s Service Center Information Management System 
(SCIMS) is a national database utilized by all USDA 
Service Center agencies to maintain core customer data.   
The system is capable of storing alternate phone numbers 
and email addresses. If you wish to provide an alternate 
means of contact, you may provide the information to your 
local FSA Office at any time for input into the database. 
 

2011 DCP/ACRE Signup 
Signup for the 2011 crop year Direct and Counter-Cyclical 
Program or Average Crop Revenue Election Program will 
begin October 1, 2010.  If land transfer transactions have 
occurred that will require the division or combination of 
farm, tract, and crop records please submit a request for 
reconstitution of records in advance of signup. 
 
Biomass Crop Assistance Program Update 
The 2008 Farm Bill established the Biomass Crop 
Assistance Program (BCAP) with a purpose of Assisting 
agricultural and forest land owners and operators with the 
collection, harvest, storage and transportation of eligible 
material for use in a biomass conversion facility; and 
supporting the establishment and production of eligible 
crops for conversion to bioenergy in selected BCAP 
project areas.  On February 8, 2010, FSA published a 
proposed rule covering the entire program and terminated 
the BCAP Notice of Funds Availability.  FSA is currently 
reviewing more than 24,000 comments received and is 
expecting to publish the final rule in the fall of 2010. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FSA County Committee Elections 
Ballots containing the names of those nominated to serve 
on Farm Service Agency county committees will be 
mailed by November 5, 2010.  Visit your local farm 
service agency office if you believe you are eligible to vote 
in the local administrative area for which the election is 
being conducted and do not receive a ballot.  Producers are 
reminded that they may not vote on behalf of another 
individual as an attorney-in-fact.  Ballots must be returned 
to the county office or post-marked by December 6, 2010.  
The date selected by the local FSA office for counting the 
votes will be on the ballot.  Please vote as less than 20 
percent of approximately 2 million ballots are voted 
nationally.   
 

Northwest Ohio FSA Offices 
Allen Co. FSA Office ................................  419-223-0010 
Defiance Co. FSA Office ...........................  419-782-4781 
Fulton Lucas West Co. FSA Office ...........  419-335-6061 
Hancock Co. FSA Office ...........................  419-422-5438 
Hardin Co. FSA Office  .............................  419-673-7238 
Henry Co. FSA Office  ..............................  419-592-2926 
Ottawa Lucas East Co. FSA Office  ..........  419-898-2651 
Paulding Co. FSA Office ...........................  419-399-3841 
Putnam Co. FSA Office .............................  419-523-4871 
Seneca Farm Loan Office............................   419-447-7071 
Van Wert Co. FSA Office   .......................  419-238-6780 
Williams Co. FSA Office ..........................  419-636-2057 
Wood Co. FSA Office ...............................  419-352-5171 
NW Ohio District Director, Joel Obrecht  .  419-352-5171 
 “The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in 
all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, 
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s 
income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, 
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center 
at(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free 
at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 
(English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
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