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play a vital role by helping local farmers and ranchers 
manage tough financial times and natural disasters.   County Committee Elections      

FSA Counts on You” “  
Please call or stop in the FSA office for details on the 
types of decisions COC members make.  Or visit the 
COC Elections website to learn more about the Election 
process and read over the fact sheets at: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom

From June 15 through Aug. 1, farmers and ranchers 
n nominate eligible peers as candidates for election 

to the Portage-Summit County Farm Service Agency 
County Committee (COC).  Since COC elections hap-
pen only once a year, here is an election refresher.  
For election purposes, counties are divided into Local 
Administrative Areas, or LAAs.  Each LAA selects 
one producer to serve a three-year term on the Farm 
Service Agency county committee. 

ca

&subject=landing&topic=cce.    
 

 
Each year, an election is held in an LAA to replace 
the committee member whose three-year term is ex-
piring.  In counties with three LAAs, one seat is up 
for election.  In combined counties in some years, two 
seats may be up for election. 

Remember, the nomination period runs June 15 
through Aug. 1.  The completed nomination form must 
be returned to the county office by the close of business 
on Aug. 1, or postmarked by midnight Aug. 1, 2008. 
Voting takes place in the fall.  Ballots will be mailed to 
eligible voters by Nov. 3.   The last day to return voted 
ballots to the county office is Dec.1.  Newly elected 
committee members and alternates take office Jan. 1, 
2009.   An election will be held for the County Committee 

position in LAA 2 that includes the townships of 
Northfield, Twinsburg, Richfield, Boston, Hudson, 
Bath, Northampton, Stow, Copley, Portage, and 
Tallmadge, in Summit County. 
 

Crop Acreage Certification  
 
  
 

Any eligible person residing in one of these townships
who is interested in running for the COC, or would 
like to nominate an individual to run for the COC, 

ust complete a nomination form.  Members of so-
cially disadvantaged groups (a group whose members 
have been subjected to racial, ethnic, or gender preju-
dice because of their identity as members of a group 
without regard to their individual qualities) are 
strongly encouraged to nominate themselves or an-
other eligible candidate. 

 

  

Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops and land 
uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting 
acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of 
FSA programs. 
 
2008 crop acreage reports with planting dates for all fields 
are required by: m
 

 
The nomination form for County FSA Committee 
Election (FSA-669A) is available at the FSA office.  
You may also go on-line and download the form from 
our Ohio FSA website at: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/oh.  The document is 
located under the "I Want To" section on the right 
side of the screen. 
 
This is an important time for LAA communities, be-
cause COC members make decisions that have sig-
nificant effects on you and the area’s agricultural 
sector as a whole.  For example, committee members 
make decisions on applications for federal farm pro-
gram and disaster payments.  Committee members 

Crop          Final Report Date    RMA Final Plant Date* 
 
Small Grains (including hay):  
Wheat              June 30, 2008**     Oct. 20, 2007 
Barley        Oct. 20, 2007  
Oats             April 25, 2008 
      
All other crops (including CRP): 
Corn           July 15, 2008**     June 5, 2008 
Soybeans       June 20, 2008  
 
*Prevented Planting acreage reports are required to be submitted 
no later than 15 calendar days after the RMA final planting date 
for the applicable crop. 
**NAP crop acreage for which assistance will be requested is the 
earlier of the date above or 15 calendar days before the onset of 
harvest or grazing of the specific crop.   
 
Please call the office to schedule an appointment to certify 
your crop acreage as soon as you are done planting.  Late-
file fees will apply to all farms reported after the deadline.  
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feed use includes acreage that is fully established and de-
voted to the following CRP practices in Ohio: 

Sign-up Deadline for LCP and LIP  
 
  

The Farm Service Agency has announced that livestock 
producers have 

 CP1, Establishment of Permanent Introduced Grasses 
and Legumes, until July 18, 2008, to enroll in the 2005-

2007 Livestock Compensation Program (LCP) and Live-
stock Indemnity Program (LIP). Sign-up began on Sept. 
10, 2007, for the two programs that provide aid to live-
stock producers who suffered eligible livestock or live-
stock feed losses between Jan. 1, 2005, and Dec. 31, 2007, 
because of a natural disaster.  

 CP2, Establishment of Permanent Native Grasses, 
 CP4B, Permanent Wildlife Habitat – Corridors, 
 CP4D, Permanent Wildlife Habitat, 
 CP10, Vegetative Cover - Grass - Already  

Established. 
 

 The most environmentally sensitive land enrolled in CRP 
is ineligible for critical feed use.  These lands include wet-
lands, buffers, filter strips and other practices not listed as 
eligible. In addition, acreage ineligible for critical feed use 
includes acreage devoted to useful life easements, as de-
termined by CCC, and land within 120 feet of a stream or 
other permanent water body. 

 Crop Disaster Program Sign-up Con-
tinues and Quality Sign-up to Begin 
Soon 
 
Eligible farmers and producers who suffered crop loss dam-
age between Jan. 1, 2005 and Dec. 31, 2007, can still apply 
to receive disaster assistance.  FSA continues to accept ap-
plications and make payments for quantity losses under the 
Crop Disaster Program (CDP), for losses that occurred be-
fore the end of the 2007 calendar year.   

 
Haying is limited to 50% of each eligible field.  If graz-
ing, 25% of each field must remain ungrazed or all of the 
eligible CRP acreage may be grazed at no more than 75% 
of the stocking rate, as determined by NRCS. 
  
Participants who request a voluntary modification to the 
CRP contract to allow critical feed use must also obtain a 
modified conservation plan for haying and grazing man-
agement in accordance with NRCS Field Office Technical 
Guide haying and grazing standards and elect to either 
hay or graze their contracted acreage. 

Also, sign-up for Quality losses under the CDP will begin 
soon at the county office.  Producers must apply for quantity 
loss to be eligible to apply for Quality losses.  However, 
producers do not need to qualify for a quantity loss.  In addi-
tion, the requirement for Crop Insurance or NAP coverage 
still applies.  Quality loss participants will be required to 
provide actual production evidence.  The actual production 
evidence will need to show the quantity, price AND quality 
factors.   

 
No payment reduction will be assessed on contracts being 
utilized for this critical feed use.  However, producers will 
be required to pay a fee of $75 for the modification of 
their CRP contract before COC approves the modified 
conservation plan.  

 
Stored and fed production must have a quality test indicat-
ing quality and quantity by January 1 of the year following 
harvest.  The commodity must have suffered at least a 25% 
reduction in value to meet the Economic Loss Minimum. 
The National FSA office is developing a software program 
to determine whether the producer meets the Economic 
Loss Minimum.  

 
CRP participants may request the voluntary modification 
to the CRP contract beginning June 2, 2008, at the FSA 
office.  
 
CRP Practice of the Month – Marginal 
Pastureland Wildlife Habitat Buffer 
(CP29) 

 
More disaster program information is available online at: 
http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov  
 
USDA Announces CRP  

With high commodity prices staring us in the face, it is 
difficult to think of converting any cropland, even less 
productive cropland, to conservation practices.  But what 
about idle land located next to a stream, larger ponds, or 
other water bodies?  This land is referred to as marginal 
pastureland.  Enrollment eligibility for this practice re-
quires the land not be cropland, forest, or woodland. 

Permitted Use for Livestock Feed 
Needs 
 
Recently, USDA authorized certain acreage enrolled under 
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) to be available 
for hay and forage after the primary nesting season ends for 
grass-nesting birds, which is after July 15, 2008.  This is 
available for CRP participants until November 10, 2008.  
This modification for critical feed use is only available in 
2008.   

The purpose of Marginal Pastureland Wildlife Habitat 
Buffers (CP29) is to restore native plant communities to 
stabilize stream banks, reduce flood damage impacts, 
and restore and enhance wildlife habitat.  You can get 
paid to convert land you are not utilizing into economi-
cally and environmentally beneficial land.  Acceptable 
widths of the practice may range from 20 feet to 120 
feet. 

 
CRP participants with certain established vegetative cover 
may voluntarily have their CRP contract modified by CCC 
to utilize certain land enrolled in CRP for critical feed use, 
including haying or grazing.  Acreage eligible for critical 
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The term of the loan is seven years and a 15 percent 
down payment is required.  The application process 
does take some time but producers can expedite the 
process by providing a balance sheet prepared 
within the last 90 days, a cash flow statement, and 
copies of tax records for the past 3 years.  This in-
formation is needed to do a financial analysis de-
termination.  The interest rate for the loan term is 
set when the application is approved. 

How much can you get paid?  Not only will you receive 10 
annual payments equal to the value of marginal pastureland 
in your county, ou may also receive cost share payments for 
practice installation.  Incentive payments include a signing 
incentive payment ($100/acre), a rental rate incentive equal 
to 20% of the marginal pastureland rental rate mentioned 
above, a maintenance incentive, and a practice incentive 
payment equal to 40% of the practice installation cost. 

Think about the land on your farm that is not in crop produc-
tion that may fit the land eligibility requirements for this 
practice.  You may find you have some non-cropland that 
may generate income and at the same time help protect water 
and increase declining species of wildlife like grassland and 
game birds.  It seems like a win-win for the farmer and the 
conservationist or farmer/conservationist. 

Controlled Substances 
Any person who is convicted under federal law of 
planting, producing, cultivating, harvesting, growing, 
or storing a controlled substance will be ineligible to 
participate and receive payments under USDA pro-
grams.  Marijuana, opium poppies, and other drug 
producing plants are controlled substances. 
 
 
Sodbuster Regulations 
 
The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the plow-
ing up of erosion-prone grasslands for use as crop-
land. Sodbuster violations are unauthorized tillage 
practices on highly erodible lands that converted na-
tive vegetation such as rangeland or woodland, to 
crop production after Dec. 23, 1985. 

    

Photo of Marginal Pastureland Wildlife Habitat Buffer. 

Removing CCC Loan Collateral and 
Maintaining Stored Grain Quality 

 
Producers should be aware that if they use highly 
erodible land for crop production without proper 
conservation measures, they risk losing eligibility to 
participate in Farm Service Agency programs. Producers are reminded, if you have grain under Commodity 

Credit Corporation loan it cannot be removed or disposed of 
without prior county office staff authorization or repayment. 
The county office staff may issue release authorizations 
based on a telephone or in person request when you are 
ready to move the grain. A loan violation is subject to mone-
tary and administrative penalties, such as repaying the loan 
at principal plus interest, liquidated damages, calling the 
loan and denial of future farm-stored loans and loan defi-
ciency payments.  

 
Before producers clear, plow or otherwise prepare 
areas not presently under crop production for plant-
ing, they are required to file an AD-1026, indicating 
the area to be brought into production. 
 
If Natural Resources Conservation Service indicates 
on a CPA-026 that the area will be highly erodible 
land, the producer will be required to develop and 
implement a conservation plan on the affected acre-
age, before bringing land into production. 

 
Since the summer heat will be here soon, producers should 
keep an eye on the condition and quality of the stored grain.   Remember to contact the FSA office if you notice changes in 
the condition and quality of the stored grain under loan. In addition, producers and the producer’s affiliates 

have to file an AD-1026 with the administrative or 
control county FSA office before any farm program 
payments can be made. The AD-1026 is the pro-
ducer’s signed certification that HELC, as well as 
wetland conservation, provisions will not be vio-
lated. 

 
All commodity loans are subject to spot check. If you are 
planning to move CCC loan grain, call the county office be-
fore you HAUL!  
 
Farm Storage Facility Loan Program  
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Farm Storage Facility Loans are available for the purchase 
and installation of eligible storage facilities, permanently af-
fixed drying or handling equipment, or remodeling existing 
facilities. Eligible facilities include new conventional-type 
cribs or bins and new and remanufactured oxygen-limiting 
and other upright silo-type structures.  



Portage-Summit County FSA Office 
6970 State Route 88 Ste. B 
Ravenna, OH 44266-9116 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Dates to Remember 

June 15 County Committee Nomination 
period begins. 

June 30 Final certification date for 
small grains. 

July 4 Independence Day Holiday.  
FSA Offices Closed. 

July 15 Final certification date for all 
crops except small grains. 

July 18 Deadline to sign-up for LCP 
and LIP. 

Sept. 30 Continue all CRP operations.  

 
 
 

 

Seeding Deadline Extended for Warm Season 
Grasses 
 
CRP participants may have more time this year to plant warm season 
grasses.  The 2008 seeding deadline may be extended for warm season 
grasses beyond June 1st.  CRP participants should contact their NRCS 
District Conservationist to find out if the seeding deadline extension may 
apply to their unseeded practice. 
 
 

Selected Interest Rates for 
June 2008 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 3.125% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.875% 
Farm Ownership Loans —        
Beginning Farmer Down Payment 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, re-
prisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 

4.000% 

Emergency Loans 3.750% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans 3.375% 

Commodity Loans 1996-Present 3.000% 
 

Visit our website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/oh  
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