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Copies of future newsletters, postcards and other 
important FSA material will be maintained in 
the lobby of the County Office but will not be 
mailed.  A copy of our newsletters may be 
viewed and downloaded from 
www.fsa.usda.gov/oh.  To view or download the 
current Sandusky County FSA newsletter, click 
on the “Newsletter” link in the left hand banner 
of the webpage, then navigate to the current 
Sandusky County Newsletter.   

Farm Loan Program Limits 
 
The Farm Service Agency is committed to 
providing family farmers with loans to meet 
their farm credit needs.  For the fiscal year that 
ended September 30, 2011, farm loans totaling 
$243,911,000 were provided to Ohio farmers.   

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans 
may be obtained as direct loans for a maximum 
of up to $300,000. Guaranteed loans have a 
maximum limit of $1,214,000 starting on 
October 1, 2011.  This makes the maximum 
combination of direct and guaranteed loan 
indebtedness $1,514,000.  

The one-time loan origination fee charged on 
FSA guaranteed farm ownership and operating 
loans has increased from 1 percent to 1.5 
percent of the guaranteed portion of the loan, for 
loans obligated after October 1, 2011.  For 
more information contact Holly Gates at 
419-447-7071. 

Prevented Planting Wheat 
Application Deadline 

 
Sandusky County producers are reminded that the 
ending planting date for 2012 crop year wheat is 
October 20, 2011.  Producers that intended to plant 
wheat but were unable due to adverse weather 
conditions may apply for Prevented Planting Wheat 
credit at the Farm Service Agency by filing form 
CCC-576 no later than November 4, 2011.  Failure 
to file a prevented planting wheat application by the 
applicable deadline may cause the loss of important 
program benefits.  Producers must identify 
prevented planting wheat acreage on a map and 
certify all planted and prevented planting wheat 
acreage.   

Furthermore, producers with crop insurance must 
follow the applicable crop insurance rules for 
prevented planting.  Producers should contact their 
crop insurance agent immediately if they were 
prevented from planting wheat due to the excessive 
moisture this fall.   

Electronic Delivery of Newsletters   

The Farm Service Agency will be converting most 
communications to producers from hard copy to an 
electronic format using email.  This conversion is 
expected to save the Farm Service Agency millions 
of dollars.  During the 2011 acreage certification 
process, the Sandusky County FSA Office obtained 
many email addresses from producers in 
anticipation of this change.  If you did not provide 
us with an email address, please contact our office.  

2011 DCP Final Payments 

DCP payments for 2011 participants were issued on or about October 11, 2011.  These payments were 
deposited directly into participating producers’ personal bank accounts and totaled over $2.3 Million.  
For any unearned payments, Commodity Credit Corporation automatically subtracted those amounts 
from the October Direct and Counter-cyclical Program payments you received. 
 

2010 Sign-up for SURE Program 
 
FSA will accept applications for 2010 crop losses under the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments 
(SURE) program starting Nov. 14, 2011.  Eligible producers who suffered losses during the 2010 crop 
year are encouraged to visit their local FSA office to learn more about the SURE program. FSA also has 
SURE information available at www.fsa.usda.gov/sure .  To be eligible, producer must have crop 
insurance or NAP on all crops of economic significance and must have suffered a 10% loss on one crop. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/sure�
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The partial disbursement will be available after a 
portion of the construction has been completed. The 
final fund disbursement will be made when all 
construction is completed. The maximum amount of the 
partial disbursement will be 50 percent of the projected 
and approved total loan amount. 

Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the FSA 
county office that maintains the farm's records. An 
FSFL must be approved before any site preparation or 
construction can begin. 

The following commodities are eligible for farm 
storage facility loans: 

• Corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, 
wheat, barley or minor oilseeds harvested as whole 
grain; 

• Corn, grain sorghum, wheat, oats or barley harvested 
as other-than-whole grain; 

• Pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas and dry peas; 
• Hay; 
• Honey; 
• Renewable biomass; and 
• Fruits (including nuts) and vegetables - cold storage 

facilities 
 
For more information about FSFL please visit your 
FSA county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.   
 

County Committee Elections 

Official county office committee election ballots will be 
mailed to all eligible voters starting on November 4, 
2011. If you do not receive a ballot, feel free to notify 
the county FSA office.  Candidates for the Committee 
election are Theresa Miller and David Gutschalk in 
LAA 1 which includes Woodville, Madison, Scott and 
Jackson Townships.    

Completed and signed ballots will be due back in the 
county office by the close of business on December 5, 
2011.   

Selected Interest Rates for 
October  2011 

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% 
Farm Operating - Direct 1.750% 
Farm Ownership - Direct 4.250% 
Limited Resource 5.000% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Down 
Payment 1.500% 

Emergency Loans 3.750% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 7 year 1.500% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 10 year 2.125% 
Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 12 year 2.375% 
Sugar Storage Facility 2.625% 
Commodity Loans 1996-Present 1.125% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Hispanic and Female Farmers 

A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and 
women farmers and ranchers who believe they were 
discriminated against when seeking USDA farm 
loans has been established. 

If you believe that the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) improperly denied farm loan 
benefits to you between 1981 and 2000 because you 
are Hispanic, or because you are female, you may be 
eligible to apply for compensation. 

For additional information on this and other 
settlement issues contact: 

• Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims Process, 
please visit: 
www.farmerclaims.gov or call 1-888-508-4429   

• Pigford – The Black Farmers Discrimination 
Litigation, please visit: 
www.blackfarmercase.com or call 1-866-950-
5547  

• Keepseagle  - The Native American Farmers 
Class Action Settlement please visit: 
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 1-888-233-
5506   

 
Individuals interested in participating in the claims 
process may register to receive a claims package, or 
may obtain more information, by visiting the 
website or by calling the Farmer and Rancher Call 
Center. USDA cannot provide legal advice to 
potential claimants. Persons seeking legal advice 
may contact a lawyer or other legal services 
provider.  
 

Farm Storage Facility Loan 
Program 

 
The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program 
allows producers of eligible commodities to obtain 
low-interest financing to build or upgrade farm 
storage and handling facilities.  
 
The new maximum principal amount of a loan 
through FSFL is $500,000. Participants are now 
required to provide a down payment of 15 percent, 
with CCC providing a loan for the remaining 85 
percent of the net cost of the eligible storage facility 
and permanent drying and handling equipment. New 
loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are available 
depending on the amount of the loan. Interest rates 
for each term rate may be different and are based on 
the rate which CCC borrows from the Treasury 
Department. 

Payments are available in the form of a partial 
disbursement and the remaining final disbursement. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�
http://www.farmerclaims.gov/�
http://www.blackfarmercase.com/�
http://www.indianfarmclass.com/�
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2012 DCP/ACRE Sign-up 
 
Enrollment for the 2012 Direct and Counter-Cyclical 
Program (DCP) and the Average Crop Revenue 
Election Program (ACRE) sign-up will begin January 
23, 2012 and continue through June 1, 2012.   
 
Producers may use of the eDCP automated website to 
sign-up, or they may visit the FSA office by 
appointment to complete their 2012 DCP contract.  
The 2008 Farm Bill does not authorize advance direct 
payments for 2012.   
 
2011 SURE Losses Must Be On or 

Before September 30, 2011 
 

The Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments 
Program (SURE) provides benefits to farm producers 
if crop revenue is less than the crop guarantee.  For 
the 2011 Crop Year, to be eligible for the SURE 
program, crop losses due to weather related disasters 
must have occurred on or before September 30, 2011.  
Crop losses due to weather related disasters after 
September 30, 2011 will be ineligible for benefits 
under the 2011 SURE Program.  No sign up date has 
been announced for the 2011 SURE Program.   

To be eligible for the SURE Program, producers must 
have Crop Insurance or NAP on all crops of 
economic significance.  Producers that do not have 
insurance or NAP as required will be ineligible for 
the SURE Program.  In addition to the crop insurance 
and NAP requirements, producers must have at least 
one crop with a 10% production loss to qualify for 
SURE if Sandusky County is ultimately declared a 
disaster county for SURE purposes.  If Sandusky 
County is not declared a disaster county for SURE 
purposes, the producer must have a 50% loss of 
normal production to qualify.  The SURE Payment 
will be equal to 60% of the difference between the 
Disaster Program Guarantee and the Total Farm 
Revenue.  Producers will be notified at a later date 
when sign up for 2011 SURE is announced. 

Acreage Spot Check 
Determinations and Notification 

 
Each year the Farm Service Agency completes spot 
checks of acreage reports.  Acreage reports are an 
integral part of farm program participation.  Acreage 
spot checks are completed to ensure accurate acreage 
reports are used in farm program computations. 
 
FSA will conduct spot checks on a selected number 
of farms in each state.  All acreage determinations 
will be completed using the FSA Geographic 
Information System official acreages.   
 
After farms are spot checked, a Notice of Determined 
Acreage will be sent to the farm operator.  Producer 
notifications will be issued by FSA as spot checks are 

completed. Questions concerning determined acres should 
be directed to your local FSA office for further 
explanation. 

Beginning and Limited Resource 
Farmers 

FSA has funding to assist beginning farmers and or 
members of socially disadvantaged groups to finance 
agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan 
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible 
applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans.  FSA 
defines a beginning farmer as a person who: 
 
• Has operated a farm for not more that 10 years; 
• Will materially and substantially participate in the 

operation of the farm; 
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower 

training and financial management program sponsored 
by FSA; 

• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the 
county’s median farm size; and 

• Also, the applicant must meet the loan eligibility 
requirements of the program to which he/she is 
applying.   

 
Note: All applicants for direct farm ownership loans must 
have participated in business operation of a farm for at 
least three years. 
 
To find out more about loans for Beginning Farmer and 
Ranchers and more basic qualifications required, contact 
your local FSA county office to setup an appointment with 
a loan approval official. 
 

Crop Year 2011 Crop Loans Available 
The Farm Service Agency has announced the 2011 
Market Assistance Loan Rate for corn and soybeans.  For 
2011, the corn loan rate is $1.92 per bushel while 
soybeans are $5.11 per bushel.  The loan rate for wheat is 
$2.27.  The Market Assistance Loan program provides 
producers with cash flow at a reasonable interest rate 
while the wheat, corn or soybeans are in storage on the 
farm or at a local elevator.  The October 2011 interest 
rate is 1.125%.   

Market Assistance Loans assist producers in obtaining 
cash flow while crops remain in storage and are marketed 
at a future date.  Producers that are interested in obtaining 
a 9 month Market Assistance Loan on stored 
commodities must apply for the loan by visiting the local 
Farm Service Agency office.  Loan funds are issued 
using Direct Deposit, so loan funds will not be available 
to you for 2 to 3 days following loan closing so producers 
must plan accordingly.  Contact our office if you would 
like more information about commodity loans.   
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Dates to Remember 

Oct. 11 Columbus Day Holiday.  FSA 
Offices Closed. 

Nov. 4 County committee ballots mailed to 
voters. 

Nov. 11 Veterans Day Holiday.  FSA Offices 
Closed. 

Nov. 14 Sign-up Begins for the 2010 SURE 
Program. 

Nov. 20 

Last day to apply for coverage for 
asparagus, blueberries, caneberries, 
cherries, chestnuts, forage for hay 
and pasture, grapes, nectarines, 
peaches, pears, plums, strawberries, 
honey and maple syrup. 

Nov. 24 Thanksgiving Day Holiday.  FSA 
Offices Closed.  

Dec. 5 Last day to return voted  
Ballots in county committee election. 

Dec. 26 Christmas Day Holiday. FSA 
Offices Closed. 

Continues Farm Storage Facility Loan Program. 

Continues Continuous Conservation Reserve 
program. 

Visit our website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/oh 

 

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, 
political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or 
(800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.” 

 

Farm Record Changes 

Producers may now report changes to their farming 
operation for the 2012 crop year.  It is important for 
landowners and operators to report changes to the Farm 
Service Agency to ensure USDA records are accurate and 
proper benefits are paid.  Some changes that must be 
reported to the Farm Service Agency include but are not 
limited to farm ownership, farm operator, cropland acreage 
and bank account changes.  To process a farm ownership 
change, the current landowner must provide proof of 
ownership such as a copy of a deed.  If there is a change in 
operator on a farm for the 2012 crop year, this change 
should be reported to FSA by the farm owner.  Changes in 
cropland acreage or land use are quite common in 
Sandusky County.  The most common cropland changes 
that must be reported to the Farm Service Agency include 
cropland sold or devoted to a non-agricultural use such as 
residential housing, farm buildings or industrial use. 

Designation By Landowner Method 

Landowners are reminded of the availability of the 
Designation by Landowner Method for the division of FSA 
crop bases.  Farm program crops normally included corn, 
soybeans and wheat.  Each crop has an established base 
acreage.  When farms are sold, FSA has a default method to 
distribute the base acreage to the new landowners.  
However, some landowners may come to an agreement on 
how those base acres will be distributed to the new 
landowners.  To use this method of division of crop bases, 
the parent farm owner and purchaser or transferee must 
agree in writing on how the crop bases will be divided.  This 
type of division of crop bases may only be used when a farm 
or part of a farm was sold or ownership is transferred.  To 
complete a division of crop bases using the Designation by 
Landowner Method, an FSA-155 shall be signed by the 
sellers and buyers of the farm being divided.   

October 2012 FSA Customer Satisfaction Survey (Clip and Mail) 

Have you recently visited our office?  Let us know about the service 
you received at the Sandusky County Farm Service Agency Office. 

1 (Unacceptable), 2 (Marginal), 3 (Expected), 4 (Superior), 5 (Outstanding) 

Circle The Most Appropriate Rating 

1.  Program information received during my office visit was timely and 
accurate while maintaining an appropriate rapport with you, the FSA Customer 

1 2 3 4 5 

2.  Customer’s requests were met in an efficient/timely manner with the 
quality of employees’ work meeting both FSA and the customers’ standards 

  1 2 3 4 5 

3.  Communications from FSA to the customer is clear, correct, timely and 
presented in manner that is easily understood. 

  1 2 3 4 5 

4.   FSA Staff routinely displays courteous, tactful behavior toward all 
customers, co-workers and team members. 

  1 2 3 4 5 

Comments:_____________________________________________________
  

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh�

