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2010 FSA County Committee
Elections

Election of agricultura producersto Farm Service
Agency (FSA) county committeesisimportant to
ALL farmers and ranchers, whether beginning or
long-established, with large or small operations. It
iscrucia that every eligible producer participatein
these elections because FSA county committees
are alink between the agricultural community and
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

The Wyandot County Farm Service Agency is
looking for individuals interested in serving on the
Wyandot County Committee. Thisyear LAA-3
will be having an election and thisareais com-
prised of the following townships: Mifflin, Jack-
son, Marseille, Pitt and Antrim. Any eligible
person residing in one of these townshipswhois
interested in running for County Committee, or
would like to nominate an individual to run for
County Committee, must complete a nomination
form. The Nomination form for County FSA
Committee Election (FSA-669A) is available at
the Wyandot County FSA office. Y ou may also go
online and download the form from our Ohio FSA
website at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/ch. The
formislocated under the "l Want To" section.

Members of socially disadvantaged groups (a
group whose members have been subjected to ra-
cia, ethnic, or gender prejudice because of their
identity as members of a group without regard to
their individual qualities) are strongly encouraged
to complete the Nomination Form for County FSA
Committee Election (FSA-669A) and nominate
themselves or another dligible candidate.

Committee members make decisions on applica-
tionsfor federal farm program and disaster pay-
ments. Committee members play avital role by
helping local farmers manage tough financial
times and natural disasters. County committee
members make many other important decisions
that affect local farmers such as whether haying
and grazing should be alowed on Conservation
Reserve Program land.

For more information regarding the County
Committee Elections, talk to the Wyandot County
Committee, Vicki D. Orians, County Executive
Director at 419-294-2127 or stop in the officelo-
cated at 97 Houpt Drive, Upper Sandusky, for de-
tails on the types of decisions county committee
members make. Or visit County Committee Elec-

tions website to learn more about the County Com-
mittee Election process and read over fact sheets at:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsro
omé& subj ect=landing& topic=cce.

The nomination period begins June 15" and runs
until August 2, 2010. Nomination formsfor the
2010 el ection must be postmarked or received in the
local FSA office by close of business on Aug. 2,
2010. Ballotswill be mailed to digible voters No-
vember 5™ and must be returned by December 6,
2010. The elected Committee Member and Alter-
nates will take office January 1, 2011.

Incumbent committee person who is currently serv-
ing in Local Area#3 isHenry Bils, with Jerry Mur-
phy serving as the Committee Chairperson. Chuck
Bigler is Vice Chairperson and Connie lles acts as
Minority Advisor to the FSA County Committee.

Final Loan/LDP Availability Date

Producers are reminded that the final commodity
loan and LDP availability date for 2009 Crop
Year Corn, Dry Peas, Grain Sorghum, Lentils,
Mustard Seed, Safflower Seed, Small Chickpeas,
Soybeans and Sunflower seed is June 1, 2010.

Will A General CRP Sign-up
Happen This Year?

A CRP genera sign-up may occur in Fiscal Y ear
(FY) 2010, however the National FSA office said
details and the specific sign-up start date will be
announced upon completion of an Environmental
Impact Statement. The completion of the Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement is expected to finish
later this summer. Until then, producers are en-
couraged to utilize other whole field CRP practice
opportunity such as SAFE and Wellhead Protec-
tion Aress.

Maintaining Stored Grain Quality

With the high temperatures this spring, producers
are reminded to keep an eye on the condition and
quality of the stored grain. Remember to contact
your local FSA officeif you notice changesin the
condition and quality of the stored grain.
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Have You Contacted the Wyandot County

FSA office? ACRE and DCP Program Enroll-
ment Deadline Rapidly Approaching.

Vicki D. Orians, the Farm Service Agency (FSA) County Ex-
ecutive Director, is asking Wyandot County producers "Have
you contacted our FSA office?' The June 1, 2010, deadline for
enrollment into the 2010 Average Crop Revenue Election
(ACRE) Program or the traditional Direct and Counter-cyclical
Program (DCP) israpidly approaching. Thisdeadlineis man-
datory for all participants and USDA will not accept any
late-file applications. We aretold, the National FSA office
will not extend the sign-up deadline date, past June 1.

Orians explained that, "With the favorable spring weather condi-
tions, itis critical for producers to begin the enrollment process
as soon as possible". 1363 total farms were enrolled in
DCP/ACRE Program during 2009. "To date, approximately
60% of our farms have been enrolled in 2010 DCP/ACRE Pro-
grams. At the current rate of enrollment, a significant number of
farms eligible for 2010 DCP/ACRE may not be enrolled by the
June 1, 2010, deadline."

All signatures by producers receiving a share in DCP/ACRE
payments are required by the June 1, 2010, deadline. Itisim-
portant producers contact their local FSA officeto set up ap-
pointments well befor e the June 1, 2010, deadline.

For more information please visit your local FSA office.

Mowing/Spraying CRP Acreage

Wyandot Co. FSA committee needs to provide authorization
to CRP participantsin 2010 to spot mow or spot spray CRP
acreage during the primary nesting season, March 15 - July 15.
Spot mowing or spraying authorization applies to maintenance
prescribed by the Conservation Plan aswell asfor control of
woody vegetation and noxious weeds befor e weed seed devel-
ops. Mowingis generally prohibited during primary nesting
season for CRP acreage with non-weedy cover. Therefore, CRP
established covers which do not contain noxious weeds or
woody vegetation are encouraged not to be mowed or sprayed.
Cosmetic mowing of CRP acreage is discouraged in the interest
of protecting wildlife habitat. Monetary per acre penalties can
be assessed, if CRP cover is hot properly maintained.

First consult your conservation plan, the primary guide
when deciding about individual mowing or spraying which
pertainsto your individual CRP cover. Mowing and spray-
ing could be prescribed by the conservation plan which is de-
veloped with the participant along with Natural Resources
Conservation Services, District Conservationist. MOWING OR
SPRAYING MAY BE REQUIRED WHEN CONSERVATION PLAN
SPECIFIES MOWING/SPRAYING BE COMPLETED FOR THE BENEFIT OF
THE PRACTICE AND BEFORE NOXIOUS WEED SEED DEVELOPS.

EXAMPLE: Grass Waterways must be properly maintained
(seeded, mowed, sprayed, etc.) especially in the devel opment
phase. For propagation of the waterway cover, thisrequires
mowing or spraying be performed according to a schedule, dis-
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couraging weeds from inhibiting desired grass species.
Phone 419-294-2127 (FSA) or 419-294-2311 (NRCYS)
for guidance, especially for filter strips, quail buffers,
tree plantings and waterways.

Noxious weeds and woody vegetation must be con-
trolled on CRP acreage and recreational (cosmetic)
mowing is prohibited. Prohibited Noxious Weedsin
Ohio are the following varieties: Canada Thistle, Cres-
leaf Groundsdl, Grapevines, Johnson-Grass , Mile-
a-Minute Weed, Musk Thistle, Oxeye Daisy, Poison
Hemlock, Purple L oosestrife. Russian thistle, Shatter
Cane, Wild Carrot, Wild Mustard, & Wild Parsnip

CRP mowing and spraying restrictions have been
implemented to protect wildlife during this critical time
period. Please contact FSA at (419) 294-2127, so per-
mission can be on file with your CRP contract prior to
mowing or_spraying CRP acreage.

2009 ACRE Production Reports

Producers who participated in ACRE for 2009 are required
to report 2009 production to be used to compute 2009
ACRE payments, if applicable, and 2010 benchmark farm
yields. The reporting deadline date for 2009 production
reports has been extended until July 15, 2010 for small
grains and other crops. Production reports may be submit-
ted by the 2009 crop year operator, owner or other produc-
er with an interest in the reported acreage. Failuretofilea
production report (FSA-658) for afarm enrolled in
ACRE will result in thefarm’s producersbeing inelig-
iblefor ACRE contract payments. Actual yield used to
determine future benchmark farm yieldswill be zero.

2009 ACRE Benchmark Farm Yields

Producersthat participated in the ACRE program for pro-
gram year 2009 must establish abenchmark farm yield for
each covered commodity that was planted. A benchmark
farm yield isthe Olympic average of the average yield per
planted acre for the farm for the 5 most recent crop years.
For 2009, the benchmark farm yield is comprised of data
from crop years 2004 through 2008. Because of situations
where producers did not have control of farms for the pre-
ceding 5 years or a specific covered commodity may not
have been planted on the farm in 1 or more of the preced-
ing 5 crop years, “plug yields’ were established by com-
modity and county. Producers may use the ACRE plug
yield to establish the benchmark farm yield or may report
production evidence.

Production must be reported on form FSA-658. Producers
will be required to certify, but not submit, the documents
to support their production at the time FSA-658 isfiled.
However, the documentation will be required at alater
date to verify the reported production. The production re-
porting deadlines to establish the 2009 benchmark farm
yields has been extended until July 15, 2010 for small
grains and other crops.




Selected I nterest Ratesfor
May 2010

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125%
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.875%
Farm Ownership Loans— Direct 5.000%
Farm Ownership Loans— Down

Peyment P 1.500%
Emergency Loans 3.750%
Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 7 year | 3.250%
Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 10 year | 3.875%
Farm Storage Facility Loan -- 12 year | 4.125%
Sugar Storage Facility Loans 4.375%
Commodity L oans 1996-Present 1.500%

Farm Loans for Socially Disadvantaged

Wyandot County Executive Director, Vicki D. Orians reminds inter-
ested applicantsthat FSA offersloansfor farmers to purchase farm-
land and finance agricultural operations. FSA loan programs are
designed to help producers who are temporarily unable to obtain pri-
vate or commercial credit. In many cases, applicants are beginning
farmers who have insufficient net worth to quaify for financing
through acommercia lender. In other instances, applicants might
have suffered setbacks from natural disasters or might be persons
with limited resources.

FSA makes two different types of loans, direct and guaranteed. Farm
ownership loans or farm operating loans may be obtained as direct
loans for amaximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed loans (loans
made by a commercial lender where FSA acts as guarantor) can
reach a maximum indebtedness of $1,094,000. Emergency loans are
atype of direct loan for farmers who may have suffered physical or
production losses in disaster areas designated by a Presidential or
Secretarial disaster declaration. Rura Y outh Loans, Loans to Begin-
ning Farmers and loans for Socially Disadvantaged Applicants are
other types of direct loans aso available through FSA.

Socially Disadvantaged Applicants (SDA) are one of agroup whose
members have been subjected to racia, ethnic or gender prejudice
because of their identity as a member of the group without regard to
their individual qualities. SDA groups are Women, African Ameri-
cans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Ameri-
cans and Pecific Ianders. Certain FSA loan funds are targeted to
beginning farmers and SDA.

For detailed information on loan eligibility or the different loan pro-
grams available, contact your local FSA office to setup an appoint-
ment with aLoan Approval Official.

Sign-up For Tree Assistance Program

Orchardists and nursery tree growers may apply to receive Tree As-
sistance Program (TAP) benefits beginning May 10, 2010, for
losses suffered in calendar years 2008 & 2009, & for losses suffered
during January 1, 2010, to May 7, 2010. TAP providesfinancia
assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growersto rep-
lant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes, and vines that were lost by

natural disasters occurring on or after January 1, 2008, and
before October 1, 2011.

To qualify for TAP, orchardistsnursery tree growers must:
suffer quaifying tree, bush, and vine losses in excess of
15 % mortality (after adjustment for norma mortality)
from an eligible natural disaster for the individual stand

= have owned the éligible trees, bushes, and vines when the
natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are
not required to own the land on which digible trees,
bushes, and vines are planted

= replace digible trees, bushes, vines within 12 months
from the date the application is approved.

The following table provides dates on TAP applications.

FINAL DATE TO SUBMIT
APPLICATION AND
DATEOFLOSS | 5pPORTING
DOCUMENTATION
Calendar Y ear July 6, 2010
2008
Calendar Y ear July 6, 2010
2009
January 1, 2010, July 6, 2010
to May 7, 2010
Within 90 calendar days of
May 8, 2010, to the disaster event or date
September 30,
when the loss of trees,
2011 >
bushes, or vines is apparent.

For more information about the TAP, please visit your local
FSA office or to read the TAP factsheet go to:
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA _File/tap051010.pdf .

Removing CCC Loan Collateral

Producers are reminded, if you have grain under Commaod-
ity Credit Corporation loan, this grain cannot be removed
or disposed of without prior county office staff authoriza-
tion or repayment. The county office staff may issue re-
|ease authorizations based on a telephone or in person
request when you are ready to move the grain or when
grainis moved to awagon or truck. A loan violation is
subject to monetary and administrative penalties, such as
repaying the loan at principal plusinterest, liquidated dam-
ages, caling the loan, and/or denia of future farm-stored
loans and L oan Deficiency Payments.

All commodity loans are subject to spot check. Locking in
amarket |oan repayment rate is not a marketing authoriza-
tion. If you are planning to move CCC loan grain, call the
county office staff, before you HAUL!


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/tap051010.pdf
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FSA Reminds Producers of Disaster
Assistance Payment Limit

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) would like to remind pro-
ducersthat the 2008 Farm Bill provides disaster assistance
programs for crop and livestock |osses experienced by pro-
ducersin 2008 and subsequent years with a collective limit
of $100,000 in annual payments. For 2008, this limitation is
applied to the “person” as determined for the farming or li-
vestock operation for that program year. For the years 2009
through 2011, thislimitation is applied to the individuals
and legal entities by direct attribution.

FSA's disaster programs include the Emergency Assistance
for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP),
Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), Livestock In-
demnity Program (LIP), and Supplemental Revenue Assis-
tance Payments Program (SURE). Additional limitation
information about FSA program payment limitationsis
available at local FSA offices.

SURE - SUpplemental REvenue Assistance (DISASTER
—2008) signup for insured producers who had suffered
2008 weather-related crop losses has no deadline, yet.
Check with the staff at FSA to determineif you qualify
with a De Mimimiswaiver for a crop with less than 5% of
expected total farm revenue, or as a socially disadvan-
taged, a beginning, or limited resource farmer - - none of
which require Risk Management Purchase (RMPR). If
RMPR is not met, you may file arequest for meritorious
relief, which needs approval in Washington DC.

Datesto Remember

Memorial Day Holiday. FSA
May 31| Otfices Closed.
Deadline to apply for 2009 commod-
Junel ity loans and LDP's on feed grains,
soybeans, pulse crops.
Deadline to sign-up for 2010 ACRE
June 1 and Direct and Counter-cyclical
Payment Program. USDA will not
accept any late-filed applications.
June 15 (_:ounty _Commlttee Nomination pe-
riod begins.
June 15 Deadline to submit the CCC-927 and
CCC-928 consent forms to the IRS.
Final certification date for small
June 30 .
grains.
V5 Independence Day Holiday. FSA
y Offices Closed.
Final certification date for all crops
July 15 .
except small grains.
AU, 2 Final date to request farm reconsti-
9 tution for current fiscal year.
A Last day to file County Committee
ug. 2 Y
Nomination forms.
Continues | Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.
. Continuous Conservation Reserve
Continues program.

Visit our website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/oh

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis
of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, reli-
gion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’'s income is de-
rived from any public assistance programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact
USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director,
Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or
(202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”
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