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New Farm Bill Provides Permanent
Livestock Disaster Assistance Programs

The 2014 Farm Bill, formally known as the Agricultural Act of 2014, makes
the Livestock Forage Program (LFP) and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)
permanent programs and provides retroactive authority to cover eligible
losses back to Oct. 1, 2011.

LFP provides compensation to eligible producers who suffered grazing
losses due to drought and fire. LIP provides compensation to livestock
producers who suffered livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality
due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by
the Federal Government or protected by Federal law, including wolves and
avian predators.

USDA is determined to make implementing the livestock disaster programs
a top priority and plans to open program enrollment by April 15, 2014.

As USDA begins implementing the livestock disaster assistance programs,
producers should record all pertinent information of natural disaster
consequences, including:

e Documentation of the number and kind of livestock that have died,
supplemented if possible by photographs or video records of
ownership and losses
Dates of death supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts
Costs of transporting livestock to safer grounds or to move animals
to new pastures
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e Feed purchases if supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed
e Crop records, including seed and fertilizer purchases, planting and

Next County Committee production records.

Meeting: July 24, 2014 at

8:30 am Many producers still have questions. USDA is in the process of interpreting
Farm Bill program regulations. Additional information will be provided once

Visit our Website at: the enrollment period is announced. In the meantime, producers can review

www.fsa.usda.gov/oh the LIP and LFP Fact Sheets. Thanks for your patience as USDA works

diligently to put Farm Bill programs into action to benefit the farmers and
ranchers of rural America.

New FAX Number

Please note that the Wyandot County FSA office now has a new fax
number. Our new FAX number is 855-842-4902. Please use this new
number for any future correspondence sent to the Wyandot County FSA by
FAX.

USDA Announces the Extension of the Milk Income Loss
Contract Program for 2014

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) recently announced the extension of the Milk Income Loss Contract
(MILC) program which protects dairy farmers against income loss through Sept. 1, 2014, or until a new Margin
Protection Program for dairy producers (MPP) is operational.

Contracts for eligible producers enrolled in MILC on or before Sept. 30, 2013, are automatically extended until
the termination date of the MILC program. Dairy operations with approved MILC contracts will continue to
receive monthly payments if a payment rate is in effect.

MILC compensates enrolled dairy producers when the Boston Class | milk price falls below $16.94 per
hundredweight (cwt), after adjustment for the cost of dairy feed rations. MILC payments are calculated each
month using the latest milk price and feed cost, just as in the 2008 Farm Bill. The payment rate for October 2013
through January 2014 marketings is zero. Payment rates during the months after January 2014 until the
termination of the MILC program will be determined as the appropriate data becomes available.

Producers who want to select a different production start month must visit the BLANK County FSA office
between April 14, 2014, and May 30, 2014.

FSA will provide producers with information on program requirements, updates and sign-ups as the information
becomes available.

Report Failed Crop Acreage Prior to Destruction

With spring planting quickly approaching, the Wyandot County Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages farmers
to report failed crop acreage that will not be brought to harvest to their FSA office. Failed acreage must be
reported to FSA before destroying and replanting to allow time for a field check.

"It is very important that farmers report failed acreage that will not be brought to harvest to the FSA office prior to
destruction," said Wyandot County Executive Director, Charlotte Schmachtenberger. "This simple act of insuring
that failed acres are documented could be the determining factor in whether or not a farmer is eligible for future
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crop disaster program payments."

Form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and may be completed by any producer with an
interest in the crop. For crop losses covered by the Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP), producers must
contact their local FSA office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become

apparent. Producers with crop insurance should also contact their local agent when losses occur and before
destroying the crop.

Producers are encouraged to keep good production records on acreage with a low crop yield to document crop
losses. To be eligible for crop disaster programs in the future, production records may help support crop loss
claims.

Additional information in regard to failed crop acreage or crop losses covered by the Non-Insured Assistance
Program (NAP) can be obtained by contacting the Wyandot County FSA office at 419-294-2127 (Ext. 2).

USDA Sets Date for Soybean Request for Referendum

USDA will offer soybean producers the opportunity to request a referendum on the Soybean Promotion and
Research Order (Order), as authorized under the Soybean Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information Act
(Act).

Soybean producers who are interested in having a referendum to determine whether to continue the Soybean
Checkoff Program are invited to participate. To be eligible to participate, producers must certify and provide
documentation that shows that they produced soybeans and paid an assessment on the soybeans during the
period of Jan. 1, 2012, through Dec. 31, 2013.

Producers may obtain a form by mail, fax, or in person from FSA county offices starting on May 5, 2014 through
May 30, 2014. Forms are also available on the AMS website. Producers who don't participate in FSA programs
can still request a referendum at the FSA county office where they own or rent land.

Completed forms and supporting documentation must be returned to the appropriate FSA county office by fax or
in person no later than close of business May 30, 2014. If returned by mail, it must be postmarked by midnight
May 30, 2014, and received in the office by close of business on June 5, 2014.

Notice of the Request for Referendum will be published in the March 4, 2014, Federal Register. For more
information, visit the AMS website or contact James Brow, Research and Promotions Branch; Livestock, Poultry
and Seed Program, AMS, USDA; STOP 0251 - Room 2610-S; 1400 Independence Avenue, SW; Washington,
D.C. 20250-0251; tel. (202) 720-0633.

Save Time — Make an Appointment with FSA

As we roll out the Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, there will be related signups and in some cases
multiple management decisions that need to be made by you, the producer, in consult with FSA staff. To insure
maximum use of your time and to insure that you are afforded our full attention to your important business needs,
please call our office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to discuss any records or documentation that
you may need to have with you when you arrive for your appointment

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



