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USDA Sets Date for Soybean Request for
Referendum

USDA will offer soybean producers the opportunity to request a referendum
on the Soybean Promotion and Research Order (Order), as authorized
under the Soybean Promotion, Research, and Consumer Information Act
(Act).

Soybean producers who are interested in having a referendum to determine
whether to continue the Soybean Checkoff Program are invited to
participate. To be eligible to participate, producers must certify and provide
documentation that shows that they produced soybeans and paid an
assessment on the soybeans during the period of Jan. 1, 2012, through Dec.
31, 2013.

Producers may obtain a form by mail, fax, or in person from FSA county
offices starting on May 5, 2014 through May 30, 2014. Forms are also
available on the AMS website. Producers who don't participate in FSA
programs can still request a referendum at the FSA county office where they
own or rent land.

Completed forms and supporting documentation must be returned to the
appropriate FSA county office by fax or in person no later than close of
business May 30, 2014. If returned by mail, it must be postmarked by
midnight May 30, 2014, and received in the office by close of business on
June 5, 2014.

Notice of the Request for Referendum will be published in the March 4,
2014, Federal Register. For more information, visit the AMS website or
contact James Brow, Research and Promotions Branch; Livestock, Poultry
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Visit our Website at 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 Average
www.fsa.usda.gov/oh. Adjusted Gross Income Compliance Review

The AGI verification and compliance reviews for 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and
2013 are conducted on producers who the IRS indicates may have
exceeded the adjusted gross income limitations described in [7 CFR
1400.500]. Based on this review, producers will receive determinations of
eligibility or ineligibility.

If the producer is determined to have exceeded the AGI limitation of
$500,000 nonfarm income, $750,000 farm income, $1 million of conservation
program benefits or the $1 million total AGI, then receivables will be
established for payments earned directly or indirectly by the producer
subject to the applicable limitation. Producers who receive initial debt
notification letters may only appeal the amount of the debt to their local FSA
office. Adverse determinations become administratively final if not timely
appealed and can only be reopened if exceptional circumstances exist that
prevented the producer from timely filing the appeal.

When Weather Prevents or Damages Crops

When bad weather prevents planting or damages crops, the Farm Service Agency (FSA) would like to remind
producers to report the acreage to the FSA office within 15 days of the final planting date of the crop. This
applies to all crops, whether covered by crop insurance, not covered by insurance, or covered by FSA's Non-
insured Assistance Program (NAP). Final planting dates vary among counties and crop types.

Producers who have their crops insured through a private crop insurance company should contact the insurance
agent immediately and advise them of the damaged crops. Additionally, a CCC-576, Notice of Loss Application,
must be completed in person at the FSA office, and the prevented and/or failed acres reported.

For those crops covered under FSA's NAP, producers should immediately contact the FSA office to report the
acres and file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss Application. "Producers with NAP coverage should report their losses
within 15 calendar days of crop damage from natural disaster, so the loss can be appraised and production
counted before the crop is put into another use, abandoned or destroyed,"” said Charlotte Schmachtenberger.
Crops not covered with a private insurance or NAP policy should still be reported to the local FSA office. This will

provide FSA with a historical record of your crop should disaster assistance become available.
For more information about reporting prevented planting or failed acres, contact or stop in the FSA office.

2014 Acreage Reporting Dates

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit the Wyandot
County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Wyandot County:

e June 2, 2014 --- Report Nursery Crop Acreage.
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e July 15, 2014 --- Report all your Cabbage (Planted 3/19/14-5/31/14), Corn, Grain Sorghum, Hybrid
Corn Seed, Spring Oats, Popcorn, Potatoes, Soybeans, Tomatoes, Conservation Reserve Program and
all other crops.

e Aug. 15, 2014 --- Report Cabbage (Planted 6/1/14-7/20/14).

. Dec. 15, 2014 --- Fall Barley, Fall Wheat, and all other Fall-Seeded Small Grains.

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate
documentation must be provided to the county office.

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,
standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.

e Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.
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For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact the Wyandot County
FSA office at Phone 419-294-2127.

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up has begun

As of Tuesday, April 15, 2014, orchardists and nursery tree growers who experienced losses from natural
disasters that occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011, can sign up for the Tree Assistance Program (TAP). TAP was
authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster program. TAP provides financial assistance
to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines
damaged by natural disasters.

“Ohio has been hit hard this past winter with record low temperatures and with spring finally here, orchard and
vineyard producers have begun to see the extent of damage,” said Charlotte Schmachtenberger, County
Executive Director.

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial purposes. Nursery
trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for commercial sale. Trees used for
pulp or timber are ineligible.

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 percent mortality
from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have been owned when the natural
disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes
and vines were planted.

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 months from
the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to trees, bushes or vines, for
which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres annually.

If physical evidence of the lost trees, bushes, or vines no longer exists, the owner must provide documentation to
determine the eligible trees, bushes, or vines existed and were lost on each stand because of the approved
disaster condition.

Examples of documentation can include:

e Receipts for the original purchase of the eligible trees, bushes, or vines where TAP is requested,



e Documentation of labor and equipment used to plant or remove the eligible trees, bushes, or vines that
were lost,

e Chemical, fertilizer, or other related receipts to substantiate the existence of the eligible trees, bushes,
or vines.

e RMA appraisal worksheet may be used by COC to substantiate applicant’s certification of trees lost.

For more information, producers are encouraged to review the TAP fact sheet or contact the Wyandot County
FSA Office at 419-294-2127 (Ext. 2).

Are you thinking about selling land that’s enrolled in the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)?

If you plan to sell farmland that’s enrolled in the CRP, our office would like to remind you about the terms and
conditions of your contract.

Under the CRP program, the original contract (CRP-1) will need to be revised to reflect the change in participants
and/or shares on the contract. The new CRP participant(s) must sign a revised contract within 60 calendar days
from the date of notification by the county committee or county executive director. If a revised contract isn't
signed within the 60 day timeframe, the contract will be terminated with respect to the affected portions of such
land and the original CRP participant will be held liable.

If the new landowner elects not to continue the CRP contract, the contract will be terminated. When a contract is
terminated, refund of the following payments plus interest is required from the original CRP participant: all annual
rental payments, all cost share payments, signup incentive payments, and practice incentive

payments. Liquidated damages are also assessed.

Refunds of payments will not be required in cases where the owner's estate or the heirs do not succeed to the
contract. There are other cases that do not require the refund of payments, when a participant loses control of
the land, such as eminent domain.

Lastly, contact the Wyandot County FSA office at 419-294-2127, if you have any questions regarding the terms
and conditions of your CRP contract.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),

(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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