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FSA County Committee Elections 
Continue  
USDA encourages farmers to make their voices heard by voting in the Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) County Committee elections. USDA mailed ballots 
out starting Nov. 3 for the 2014 elections to eligible producers across the 
country.  Producers must return ballots to the FSA office by the Dec. 1, 
2014, deadline to ensure that their vote is counted.  

FSA County Committee members provide an important link between the 
local agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and producers elected to 
county committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying 
their knowledge and judgment to make decisions on commodity support 
programs; conservation programs; indemnity and disaster programs; 
emergency programs and eligibility. County committees operate within 
official regulations designed to carry out federal laws.  

To be an eligible voter, farmers and producers must participate or cooperate 
in an FSA program. A person who is not of legal voting age, but supervises 
and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm may also be eligible to 
vote.  

Eligible voters who do not receive ballots may pick one up at their county 
FSA office. The deadline to submit ballots is Dec. 1, 2014. Ballots returned 
by mail must be postmarked no later than Dec. 1, 2014. Newly elected 
committee members and their alternates will take office Jan. 1, 2015.  

More information on county committees is available online at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or at the FSA office.   
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Jim Rex, member  
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Please contact your FSA 
County Office for questions 
specific to your operation or 
county.   

 
Visit the Ohio FSA website at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/oh  

  

Here's a link to see upcoming 
Ohio FSA County Farm Bill 
meetings that will occur over 
the next several months.  

USDA Extends Dairy Margin Protection 
Program Deadlines  
Enrollment Continues Through Dec. 5; Comments Accepted Until Dec. 
15  

USDA has extended the deadlines for the dairy Margin Protection Program. 
Farmers now have until Dec. 5, 2014, to enroll in the voluntary program, 
established by the 2014 Farm Bill. The program provides financial 
assistance to participating farmers when the margin – the difference 
between the price of milk and feed costs – falls below the coverage level 
selected by the farmer.   

The Dairy Margin Protection Program decision tool is available online to 
calculate the best levels of coverage for their dairy operation. The secure 
website can be accessed via computer, smartphone or tablet.  

USDA also extended the opportunity for public comments on both the 
Margin Protection Program and the Dairy Product Donation Program until 
Dec. 15, 2014. Comments can be submitted to USDA via the regulations.gov 
website at http://go.usa.gov/GJSA.  

 

 
Microloan Cap Grows to $50,000  
The FSA borrowing limit for microloans has increased from $35,000 to $50,000. Microloans offer borrowers 
simplified lending with less paperwork.  

The microloan change allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional $15,000 in loans 
using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay.  

To complement the microloan program additional changes to FSA eligibility requirements will enhance beginning 
farmers access to land, a key barrier to entry level producers. FSA policies related to farm experience have 
changed so that other types of skills may be considered to meet the direct farming experience required for farm 
ownership loan eligibility. Operation or management of non-farm businesses, leadership positions while serving 
in the military or advanced education in an agricultural field will now count towards the experience applicants 
need to show when applying for farm ownership loans.  

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $50,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop 
houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer, 
utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses.  

Individuals interested in applying for a FSA microloan or would like to discuss other farm loan programs 
available, should contact their county FSA office to setup an appointment with a Loan Approval Official.   

 
Coverage Selection for New 2014 Farm Bill Safety Net 
Programs Began Nov. 17  
Producers have until March 31, 2015, to choose the Program Best for their Operation.  

Farm owners and producers are reminded that the opportunity to choose between the new 2014 Farm Bill 
established programs, Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC), began Nov. 17, 2014, 
and continues through March 31, 2015. The new programs, designed to help producers better manage risk, 
usher in one of the most significant reforms to U.S. farm programs in decades.  

USDA helped create online tools to assist in the decision process, allowing farm owners and producers to enter 
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information about their operation and see projections that show what ARC and/or PLC will mean for them under 
possible future scenarios. Farm owners and producers can access the online resources, available at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc, from the convenience of their home computer or mobile device at any time.  

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, 
lentils, mustard seed, oats, dry peas, rapeseed, safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.  

Dates associated with ARC and PLC that farm owners and producers need to know:  

• Now through Feb. 27, 2015: Farm owners may visit their Administrative County FSA office to update 
yield history and/or reallocate base acres.  

• Nov. 17, 2014 to March 31, 2015: Producers make a one-time election between ARC and PLC for the 
2014 through 2018 crop years.  

• Mid-April 2015 through summer 2015: Producers sign contracts for 2014 and 2015 crop years.  
• October 2015: Payments issued for 2014 crop year, if needed.  

To learn more about which safety net options are most appropriate for specific farming operations, farmers can 
use new Web tools at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc, which can be accessed from the convenience of a home 
computer or a mobile device at any time.  

To learn more about upcoming educational meetings, farmers should contact their county FSA office or contact 
their county OSU Extension Service.  

 
Beginning and Socially Disadvantaged Farm Loans  
FSA has funding to assist beginning farmers and or members of socially disadvantaged groups to finance 
agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible 
applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans.   

FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:  

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years;  
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm;  
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program 

sponsored by FSA;  
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average farm size; and  
• Also, the applicant must meet the loan eligibility requirements of the program to which he/she is 

applying.   

Socially Disadvantaged Applicants (SDA) are one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, 
ethnic or gender prejudice because of their identity as a member of the group without regard to their individual 
qualities. SDA groups are Women, African Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian 
Americans and Pacific Islanders. Certain FSA loan funds are targeted to beginning farmers and SDA.     

Note: All applicants for direct farm ownership loans must have participated in a business operation of a farm for 
at least three years.  

To find out more about loans for Beginning Farmer and Socially Disadvantaged Applicants contact your county 
FSA office to setup an appointment with a loan approval official.  

 
Farm Bill Allows Early Termination for Certain CRP Contracts  
The Farm Service Agency reminds producers with acres under contract through the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) that they can apply for early contract termination, as required by the 2014 Farm Bill.  The 
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deadline to request early CRP contract termination is Jan. 30, 2015.   

This is a unique opportunity to request early termination afforded by the 2014 Farm Bill. The earliest effective 
date for this early termination is October 1, 2014. The requesting CRP contract must have been in effect for at 
least five years and additional eligibility conditions must be met to qualify.  The 2014 Farm Bill identifies a list of 
10 exceptions whereby land will not be eligible for the early termination provisions.  For a complete list of these 
exceptions, please view the program fact sheet online.  

Once a CRP contract termination request is approved by the FSA County Committee, the decision may not be 
reversed and the terminated contract will not be reinstated. Once the land is no longer considered under the 
CRP contract all participants must meet HEL/WC and other conservation compliance provisions for all 
associated lands.  

For more information or to verify eligibility for early termination (opt-out) for existing CRP contracts, please 
contact your county FSA office.   

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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