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FSA Announces New Yield Data 
for Safety Net Calculations 
Farmers can Update Yield History through Feb. 
27, 2015 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) offers farmers new information to 
update program payment yields that will help them 
better select protections offered by the Agricultural 
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage 
(PLC) programs.  The new programs, established by 
the 2014 Farm Bill, are cornerstones of the 
commodity farm safety, offering farmers protection 
when market forces cause substantial drops in crop 
prices and revenues.  

The Farm Bill provides landowners with the option of 
updating their farm program payment yields and this 
is the first time that many producers have been able 
to update yields since 1986. FSA has worked with 
the Risk Management Agency (RMA) to make 
available certified yield data that producers can use 
to better calculate how the new safety net programs 
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can offer the best protection against market swings.  

Producers can check with their County FSA office to 
see if data is available for them. This data belongs to 
the producer and only the producer associated with 
the crop insurance records will be provided this 
service. Updating yield history or reallocating base 
acres can occur until Feb. 27, 2015.  

FSA would like to remind everyone that from 
Nov. 17, 2014, to March 31, 2015, producers will 
make a one-time election of either ARC or PLC 
for the 2014 through 2018 crop years. For more 
information, producers are encouraged to make an 
appointment at the FSA county office.  Additional 
information on the new programs is available at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

 
Financial Inquiries for FSA 
Producers  
January signals the beginning of a new year, and a 
time to gather financial records and start thinking 
about filling out a 1040.  Producers who have signed 
up for a USDA eAuthentication Level 2 account will 
be able to access their farm data through Financial 
Inquires for FSA Producers. The site is available 
under Online Services on the Ohio FSA webpage at 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh.  

If you need to inquire about a particular electronic 
deposit, program payment, debt, or 1099G – USDA 
Level 2 customers can go here to view financial 
information.   

 

 
USDA Provides Greater Protection for Fruit, Vegetable and 
Other Specialty Crop Growers through NAP Program  
Free Basic Coverage Plans and Premium Discounts Available for New, Underserved and 
Limited Income Farmers   

Greater protection is now available from the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
for crops that historically have been ineligible for federal crop insurance. The new options, created 
by the 2014 Farm Bill, provide greater coverage for losses when natural disasters affect specialty 
crops such as vegetables, fruits, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf 
grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, and energy crops.     

Previously, the program offered coverage at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses 
that exceed 50 percent of expected production. Producers can now choose higher levels of 
coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected production at 100 percent of the average market price.  

http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=oh&agency=fsa
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=oh&agency=fsa
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/stateoffapp?mystate=oh&area=home&subject=stev&topic=landing
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh


The expanded protection will be especially helpful to beginning and socially disadvantaged 
producers, as well as farmers with limited resources, who will receive fee waivers and premium 
reductions for expanded coverage. More crops are now eligible for the program, including expanded 
aquaculture production practices, and sweet and biomass sorghum. For the first time, a range of 
crops used to produce bioenergy will be eligible as well.   

To help producers learn more about the NAP program and how it can help them, USDA, in 
partnership with Michigan State University and the University of Illinois, created an online resource. 
The Web tool, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap, allows producers to determine whether their 
crops are eligible for coverage. It also gives them an opportunity to explore a variety of options and 
levels to determine the best protection level for their operation.  

To learn more, visit the Farm Service Agency (FSA) website at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact 
your FSA office.  FSA which administers the program, also wants to hear from producers and other 
interested stakeholders who may have suggestions or recommendations on the program. Written 
comments will be accepted until Feb. 13, 2015 and can be submitted through www.regulations.gov. 

 
NAP Coverage Deadline  
March 17th is the last day for producers to apply for Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) coverage using Form CCC-471, Application for Coverage, and pay the service fee 
at the FSA county office.   The application and service fee must be filed by March 17th, the 
deadline date for 2015 spring planted crops which include: forage sorghum, oats, potatoes, 
soybeans, sunflowers and all spring planted specialty crops grown for food.  

The service fee is $250 per crop per county or $750 per producer per county. The fee cannot 
exceed a total of $1875 per producer with farming interest in multiple counties. Limited resource 
producers may request a waiver of service fees.  

To qualify, a producer must be a landowner, tenant or sharecropper who shares in the risk of 
producing an eligible crop.  

 
Farm Bill Allows Early Termination for Certain CRP Contracts  
The Farm Service Agency reminds producers with acres under contract through the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) that they can apply for early contract termination, as required by the 2014 
Farm Bill. The deadline to request early CRP contract termination is Jan. 30, 2015.  

This is a unique opportunity to request early termination afforded by the 2014 Farm Bill. The earliest 
effective date for this early termination is October 1, 2014. The requesting CRP contract must have 
been in effect for at least five years and additional eligibility conditions must be met to qualify. The 
2014 Farm Bill identifies a list of 10 exceptions whereby land will not be eligible for the early 
termination provisions. For a complete list of these exceptions, please view the program fact sheet 
online.  

Once a CRP contract termination request is approved by the FSA County Committee, the decision 
may not be reversed and the terminated contract will not be reinstated. Once the land is no longer 
considered under the CRP contract all participants must meet HEL/WC and other conservation 
compliance provisions for all associated lands.  

For more information or to verify eligibility for early termination (opt-out) for existing CRP contracts, 
please contact the FSA office.   

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://www.regulations.gov/
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/crp_opt_out_fact_sht.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/crp_opt_out_fact_sht.pdf


 
Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up Update  
Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experienced losses from natural disasters that occurred 
on or after Oct. 1, 2011, can sign up for the Tree Assistance Program (TAP). TAP was authorized 
by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster program.  TAP provides financial assistance 
to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes 
and vines damaged by natural disasters.  

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial 
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for 
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.  

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15 
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have 
been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own 
the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.  

For losses that occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011, through the end of the 2014 calendar year, 
the final date to submit an application and supporting documentation is the later of Jan. 31, 
2015 or 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the date the loss is apparent.  

For calendar year 2015 and subsequent losses, all applications and supporting documentation must 
be submitted the later of 90 calendar days after the disaster event or the date the loss is apparent.  

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12 
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to 
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres 
annually.  

 
Dates to Remember  
Feb. 2 ----- Deadline on 2014 LDPs for wool and unshorn lamb pelts.   

Feb. 16 ---- President's Day Holiday. FSA Offices Closed.  

Feb. 27 ---- Last Day to update yield history and/or reallocate base acres.  

Mar. 17 --- Deadline to obtain 2015 NAP coverage on spring planted crops.  

Mar. 31 --- Final Availability for 2014 crop wheat, barley, oats, honey loans and LDPs.  

Mar. 31 --- Last Day for producers to make a one-time election between ARC and PLC for the 2014 
through 2018 crop years.   

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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