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USDA Provides One-Time Extension of
Deadline to Update Base Acres or Yield
History for ARC/PLC Programs

Farmers Now Have until March 31 to Update Yields and Reallocate
Base Acres; Deadline for Choosing Between ARC and PLC also
Remains March 31

Recently Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that a one-time
extension will be provided to producers for the new safety-net
programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as Agriculture Risk
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC). The final day to
update yield history or reallocate base acres has been extended one
additional month, from Feb. 27, 2015 until March 31, 2015. The final
day for farm owners and producers to choose ARC or PLC
coverage also remains March 31, 2015.

If no changes are made to yield history or base acres by March 31,
2015, the farm's current yield and base will be used. A program choice
of ARC or PLC coverage also must be made by March 31, 2015, or
there will be no 2014 payments for the farm and the farm will default to
PLC coverage through the 2018 crop year.


http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/f71045
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The online tools, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc, allow
producers to explore projections on how ARC or PLC coverage will
affect their operation under possible future scenarios.

Covered commaodities include barley, canola, large and small
chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard
seed, oats, dry peas, rapeseed, safflower seed, sesame, soybeans,
sunflower seed and wheat.

To learn more, farmers can contact their Farm Service Agency County
office.

Dates to Remember

Mar. 16 --- Deadline to obtain 2015 NAP coverage on spring planted
crops.

Mar. 31 --- Final Availability for 2014 crop wheat, barley, oats, honey
loans and LDPs.

Mar. 31 --- Last Day for producers to make a one-time election
between ARC and PLC for the 2014 through 2018 crop years.

Mar. 31 --- Last Day to update yield history and/or reallocate base
acres.

May 25 --- Memorial Day Holiday. FSA Offices Closed.

June 1 ---- Deadline to apply for 2014 commaodity loans and LDP's on
feed grains, soybeans, pulse crops.

July 3 -—--- Independence Day Holiday. FSA Offices Closed.

Ohio Farm Service Agency Seeks Independent Crop Loss
Adjustment Contractors

The USDA Ohio Farm Service Agency (FSA) is seeking qualified individuals with knowledge of field
crops and specialty crops who are interested in becoming independent crop loss adjustment

contractors for FSA.

FSA administers the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) which provides financial
assistance to eligible producers affected by drought, flood, hurricane, or other natural disasters.

FSA utilizes contracted crop loss adjusters when eligible producers experience crop losses and
planting prevented by disasters. Contracted crop loss adjusters will be responsible for completing
field inspections, reading maps and aerial photos, measuring fields and assessing damage or loss.
The crop loss adjuster will perform fact-finding duties (regarding crop damage), record information
and transmit loss information to accurately assess indemnity.

Interested individuals should submit a resume and a brief written summary of their agricultural


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=oh&agency=fsa
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=oh&agency=fsa
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=oh&agency=fsa
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=oh&agency=fsa

background and mail the information to the address listed below. Packages must be received by
close of business on April 3, 2015.

Ohio FSA State Office

Attn: Christina Piper

200 North High Street, Room 540
Columbus, Ohio 43215

NOTE: Selected individuals must have their own transportation and be willing to travel anywhere in
Ohio to work crop loss claims. Travel expenses are reimbursable. Further training will be provided
to crop loss adjusters once contractor selections are made.

A detailed job description for the independent crop loss adjustment contractor position is available
on the Ohio FSA website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/oh. For more information or questions about the
independent crop loss adjustment contractor position, contact Christina Piper at the Ohio Farm
Service Agency State Office at 614-255-2445.

FSA Microloans Available up to $50,000

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers that the FSA borrowing limit for microloans increased
today from $35,000 to $50,000. Microloans offer borrowers simplified lending with less paperwork.

The microloan change allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional
$15,000 in loans using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay.

To complement the microloan program additional changes to FSA eligibility requirements will
enhance beginning farmers access to land, a key barrier to entry level producers. FSA policies
related to farm experience have changed so that other types of skills may be considered to meet the
direct farming experience required for farm ownership loan eligibility. Operation or management of
non-farm businesses, leadership positions while serving in the military or advanced education in an
agricultural field will now count towards the experience applicants need to show when applying for
farm ownership loans.

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $50,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses
such as hoop houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses
such as seed, fertilizer, utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses.

Individuals interested in applying for a FSA microloan or would like to discuss other farm loan
programs available, should contact their ESA County Office to setup an appointment with a Loan
Approval Official.

USDA Reminds Producers of March 16 Sales Closing Date for
Noninsurable Crops

Farm Service Agency (FSA) urges producers who want to purchase coverage through the
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) to do so before the sales closing date
of March 16, 2015.

NAP provides financial assistance to producers of noninsurable crops when low yields/grazing loss,
loss of inventory or prevented planting occur due to natural disasters including drought, freeze, halil,
excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes.
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In order to meet eligibility requirements for NAP, crops must be noninsurable, commercially-
produced agricultural commodity crops for which the catastrophic risk protection level of crop
insurance is not available.

The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the 2014 Farm Bill) allows producers to choose higher levels of NAP
coverage. Previously, the program offered coverage at 55 percent of the average market price for
crop losses that exceed 50 percent of expected production. Producers can now choose higher
levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected production at 100 percent of the average
market price. It is important to note that the higher coverage is not available on grazing crops.

The deadline date for 2015 spring planted crops include: forage sorghum, oats, potatoes, soybeans,
sunflowers and all spring planted specialty crops grown for food.

Eligible producers must file the application and pay a service fee by the March 16 deadline.
Producers also pay a fixed premium for higher coverage. Beginning, limited resource and
underserved producers may request a waiver of the service fee and a 50 percent premium
reduction when the application for coverage is filed.

A Web tool is available at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their
crops are eligible for coverage. It also gives them an opportunity to explore a variety of options and
levels to determine the best protection level for their operation.

To learn more, visit the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your FSA County Office
for additional information.

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Available

Orchardists and nursery tree growers who experienced losses from natural disasters can sign up for
the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) at their County FSA Office. TAP provides financial assistance
to qualifying fruit and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines
damaged by natural disasters. For 2015, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2015, and
before December 31, 2015. A notice of loss must be filed with FSA and provide supporting
documentation within 90 days of the disaster event or the date when the loss is apparent.

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.

To qualify for TAP, fruit growers must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15
percent mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines must have
been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not required to own
the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to
trees, bushes or vines for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres
annually.

If physical evidence of the lost trees, bushes, or vines no longer exists, the owner must provide
documentation to determine the eligible trees, bushes, or vines existed and were lost on each stand
because of the approved disaster condition.

Examples of documentation can include:
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e Receipts for the original purchase of the eligible trees, bushes, or vines where TAP is
requested,

o Documentation of labor and equipment used to plant or remove the eligible trees, bushes,
or vines that were lost,

e Chemical, fertilizer, or other related receipts to substantiate the existence of the eligible
trees, bushes, or vines.

o RMA appraisal worksheet may be used by COC to substantiate applicant’s certification of
trees lost.

For more information, producers are encouraged to review the TAP fact sheet or contact
their County FSA Office.

Marketing Assistance Loans

A Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) is available for producers who share in the risk of producing an
eligible commodity. To be eligible, a producer must maintain continual beneficial interest in the
eligible commodity.

Commodity loan eligibility also requires compliance with conservation and wetland protection
requirements; beneficial interest requirements, acreage reporting, and ensuring that the commodity
meets Commaodity Credit Corporation minimum grade and quality standards.

FSA offers MALs on honey, wool & an assortment of grains, and other approved agricultural
commodities.

Violating provisions of a marketing assistance loan may trigger administrative actions, such as
assessing liquidated damages, calling the loan and denial of future farm-stored loans. The most
common violations are removing or disposing of a commaodity being used as loan collateral without
prior authorization and providing an incorrect quantity certification.

For more details on marketing assistance loans, producers are encouraged to contact their County
FSA office.

USDA Reminds Farmers of 2014 Farm Bill Conservation
Compliance Changes

Changes mandated through the 2014 Farm Bill require producers to have a Highly Erodible Land
Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification (AD-1026) on file.

For farmers to be eligible for premium support on their federal crop insurance, a completed and
signed AD-1026 form must be on file with the FSA. Since many FSA and Natural Resource
Conservation (NRCS) programs have this requirement, most producers should already have an AD-
1026 on file. If producers have not filed, they must do so by June 1, 2015.

When a farmer completes the AD-1026, FSA and NRCS staff will outline any additional actions that
may be required for compliance with the provisions. The Risk Management Agency, through the
Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC), manages the federal crop insurance program that
provides the modern farm safety net for American farmers.

Since enactment of the 1985 Farm Bill, eligibility for most commodity, disaster, and conservation
programs has been linked to compliance with the highly erodible land conservation and wetland
conservation provisions. The 2014 Farm Bill continues the requirement that producers adhere to
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conservation compliance guidelines to be eligible for most programs administered by FSA and
NRCS. This includes the new price and revenue protection programs, the Conservation Reserve
Program, the Livestock Disaster Assistance programs and Marketing Assistance Loans
implemented by FSA. It also includes the Environmental Quality Incentives Program, the
Conservation Stewardship Program, and other conservation programs.

FSA recently released a revised form AD-1026, which is available at USDA Service Centers and
online. NOTE: There is no requirement to file a new revised AD-1026 form if the existing AD-1026
form on file is valid, as long as the answers to the questions on existing AD-1026 do not change
and the producer does not violate HELC or WC provisions. USDA will publish a rule later this year
that will provide details outlining the connection of conservation compliance with crop insurance
premium support.

Producers can also contact their County FSA Office for additional information.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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