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Farm Service Agency County Committee 
Nomination Period Begins June 15 
The nomination period for local Farm Service Agency (FSA) county 
committees begins on Monday, June 15, 2015. It is important for county 
committees to reflect America's diversity, all eligible farmers and 
producers, including beginning farmers are encouraged to get involved 
in this year's elections.  

To be eligible to serve on a FSA county committee, a person must 
participate or cooperate in an agency administered program, be eligible 
to vote in a county committee election and reside in the local 
administrative area where they are nominated.  For election purposes, 
counties are divided into local administrative areas, or LAA's.  Each LAA 
selects one producer to serve a three-year term on the FSA county 
committee.  Each year, an election is held in an LAA to replace the 
committee member whose three-year term is expiring.  In counties with 
three LAA's, one seat is up for election.  In combined counties in some 
years, additional seats may be up for election.  

Farmers and producers may nominate themselves or others. 
Organizations representing minorities and women also may nominate 
candidates. To become a candidate, an eligible individual must sign an 
FSA-669A nomination form.  Additional information about FSA county 
committee elections is available at the FSA office and online at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. Nomination forms for the 2015 election 

http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/1092138
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_150415v01.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections
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must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center by 
close of business on Aug. 3, 2015.  

FSA will mail election ballots to eligible voters beginning Nov. 9, 2015. 
Ballots will be due back to the local county office either via mail or in 
person by Dec. 7, 2015. Newly elected committee members and 
alternates will take office on Jan. 1, 2016. 

While FSA county committees do not approve or deny farm ownership 
or operating loans, they make decisions on disaster and conservation 
programs, emergency programs, commodity price support loan 
programs and other agricultural issues. Members serve three-year 
terms.  

For more information, contact your County FSA office or visit the County 
Committee Elections website to learn more about the County 
Committee Election process at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.    

 

 
USDA Announces Additional 800,000 Acres Dedicated to 
Continuous Conservation Reserve Program Signup for 
Wildlife Habitat and Wetlands  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) recently announced that an additional 800,000 acres of 
highly environmentally sensitive land may be enrolled in the FSA’s Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) continuous signup under certain wetland and wildlife initiatives that provide multiple benefits 
on the land. 

The voluntary CRP allows USDA to contract with agricultural producers so that environmentally 
sensitive land is conserved.  Participants establish long-term, resource-conserving plant species to 
control soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habitat. In return, USDA’s FSA 
provides participants with rental payments and cost-share assistance. Contract duration is between 
10 and 15 years. 

CRP protects water quality and restores significant habitat for ducks, pheasants, turkey, quail, deer 
and other important wildlife.  This allows an additional 800,000 acres for duck nesting habitat and 
other wetland and wildlife habitat initiatives to be enrolled in the program. 

Farmers and landowners should consider the various CRP continuous sign-up initiatives that may 
help target specific resource concerns.  Financial assistance is offered for many practices including 
conservation buffers and pollinator habitat plantings, and initiatives such as the highly erodible 
lands, bottomland hardwood tree and longleaf pine.  

Farmers may visit their FSA county office for additional information. For more information on CRP 
and other FSA programs, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov.   

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/oh
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=oh&agency=fsa
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=oh&agency=fsa
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=oh&agency=fsa
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=oh&agency=fsa
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


2015 Acreage & Crop Reporting Requirements 
Producers are reminded of the ANNUAL acreage reporting requirements that must be met prior to 
receiving program benefits.  The acreage reporting deadlines for 2015 are as follows:  

• July 15th for any spring-seeded crops (corn & soybeans), fruits and vegetables, cabbage 
planted by May 31st , forage crops, CRP;  

• August 15th cabbage planted between June 1st and July 20th;  
• Sept. 30th report aquaculture; and  
• December 15th for wheat and other fall seeded crops.   

Prevented planted and failed cropland acres that will not be brought to harvest have slightly different 
timelines.  

• Prevented planting acres must be reported within 15 calendar days of the Federal Crop 
Insurance Corporation (FCIC) established ending planting dates.  For corn, the FCIC 
ending planting date is June 5, and for soybeans the ending planting date is June 20.   

• Failed acreage must be reported to FSA before destroying and replanting to allow time for a 
field check. Failure to timely report prevented planting acres may result in loss of potential 
disaster assistance, as well as maintaining cropping history.  

• For crop losses covered by the Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP), producers must 
contact their local FSA office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when 
losses become apparent.  

Missing any of these deadlines could cause FSA payments to be held and a late filing penalty fee to 
be charged. So, please contact your County FSA office if you have any questions or to set up an 
appointment to report your crop acreages. 

 
Direct Farm Ownership Loan Program 
Low-Interest Loans Can Help Producers Start or Expand Farms  

The FSA reminds anyone interested that there is funding available for eligible farmers for low 
interest loans through FSA’s direct farm ownership program.  

Eligible producers can borrow up to $300,000 in direct farm ownership loans to buy or enlarge a 
farm, construct new farm buildings or improve structures, pay closing costs, or promote soil and 
water conservation and protection. The interest rate on select loans can be as low as 1.5 percent 
with up to 40 years to repay. 

New and beginning farmers, military veterans, and underserved farmers also are encouraged to 
apply.  Each year Congress targets 80 percent of available loan funds to beginning and targeted 
underserved farmers and ranchers.  Targeted underserved groups include American Indians or 
Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians, or other Pacific Islanders, 
Hispanics and women. 

To find out more about the FSA direct farm loan program or other loans available, contact your 
County FSA office to setup an appointment with a Loan Approval Official.  

 
 

http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=oh&agency=fsa
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?state=oh&agency=fsa


Dates to Remember  
June 15 -- County Committee Nomination Period begins. 

July 3 ----- Independence Day Holiday.   FSA Offices Closed. 

July 15 --- Final certification date to report burley tobacco; cabbage planted through May 31; corn, 
grain sorghum, hybrid corn seed, spring oats, potatoes, popcorn, sugar beets, tomatoes and other 
crops, CRP. 

Aug. 3 ---- Last day to file County Committee Nomination forms. 

Sept. 7 ---- Labor Day Holiday. FSA Offices Closed. 

Oct. 1 ----- Deadline to obtain 2016 NAP coverage for Winter Wheat, Rye, Barley and Speltz. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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