
April 2009 

        Rhode Island Farm Service Agency  

Rhode Island County FSA 

60 Quaker Lane Suite 49 

Warwick, RI 02886 

 

Hours  

Monday-Friday 

8:00 AM-4:30 PM 

 

Phone 

401-828-3120 Option 2 
Farm Loan: Option 9 
Fax: 401-821-0780 
 

COC Members 

The COC meeting will be held 
on Thursday April 9, 2009 

 

County Committee  

Ruth James-Chairperson 

Vincent Confreda-Vice Chair 

Victor Hoogendoorn-Member 

George Goulart-Member 

James Steere-Member 

 

County Office Staff 

Melissa Turrisi, CED 

Anne Belleville, PT 

Devon Marsden, PT 

Leila Naylor, PT 
 
Farm Loan Staff 
Roxanne Boisse, FLM 

Katie Ryan, FLOT 

Sandy Ford, PT 

 

 

Changes to Payment Limitation    
Income Qualifications, and          

Implements Direct Attribution 
USDA recently published an interim final regu-
lation in the Federal Register announcing 
changes to both Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) 
qualifications, program payment limitation, and 
direct attribution for FSA and Natural Resource 
Conservation Service (NRCS) programs. 

Rhode Island Farm Service Agency is encourag-
ing all individuals and entities who are planning 
to participate in Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
and/or Natural Resource Conservation Services 
(NRCS) programs, to visit the Rhode Island 
County Office and complete the new eligibility 
paperwork.   

*Just a reminder Payment Limitation provisions 
must be met in order to be eligible for a pro-
gram. 

DCP Signup Continues 
Signup for the 2009 Direct and Counter-cyclical 
Payment (DCP) Program continues until June 1, 
2009.  The June 1, 2009 deadline is mandatory 
for all participants. FSA will not accept any 
late-filed applications. 

The electronic DCP (or eDCP) service will save 
you time, reduce paperwork and speed up 
contract processing at FSA offices.  It is avail-
able to anyone eligible to participate in the 
DCP Program and can be accessed at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp.  To access this on-line 
service, you must have an active USDA eAu-
thentication Level 2 account, which requires 
filling out an online registration form at http://
www.eauth.egov.usda.gov followed by a visit 
to the local USDA Service Center for identity 
verification. 

FSA computes DCP Program payments using 
base acres and payment yields established for 
each farm.  Eligible producers receive direct 
payments at rates established by statute regard-
less of market prices.  For 2009, you may re-
quest to receive advance direct payments based 
on 22 percent of the direct payment for each 
commodity associated with the farm.  FSA will 
issue advance direct payments later this month. 
Counter-cyclical payment rates vary depending 
on market prices and are issued only when the 
effective price for a commodity is statutorily set 
below its target price.   

Eligible producers for the DCP Program are also 
eligible to enroll in the Average Crop Revenue 
Election (ACRE) Program or the Counter-
cyclical Program. The enrollment period for the 
ACRE Program will begin in the spring.  You 
may first enroll in the DCP Program, receive 
advance direct payments and then later modify 
your enrollment to the ACRE program or you 
may wait and elect to enroll in DCP and ACRE 
at the same time in spring 2009. 

NAP Production Reporting 
Production records for all crops covered by the 
Non Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) need to be filed with our office to estab-
lish an approved NAP yield.  If you have par-
ticipated in NAP in previous years, you must 
report your production and acreage on a 
yearly basis to keep your yield up-to-
date.  Records submitted must be reliable, veri-
fiable and show crop disposition.  It is recom-
mended producers submit 2008 production 
records as soon as possible after harvest.          

NAP producers pending payment for 2008. 
Production records must be submitted by this  
year’s acreage reporting date. 

To print the CCC-441 basic provisions or to 
find more information on NAP please visit the 
disaster programs website at www.fsa.usda.gov 

Acreage Reporting 
Acreage reporting time is just around the cor-
ner. Please remember that filing an accurate 
acreage report for all crops and land uses, in-
cluding failed acreage and prevented planting 
acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a 
variety of programs. 

Failed Acreage and Crop Loss must be reported 
within 15 days of the disaster event before dis-
position of the crop. Prevented planting must 
be reported no later than 15 days after final 
planting date. 

 

Reminders 

 

Wool and Mohair producers 

 Can apply for a payment subsidy on their 
2009 wool and mohair. The LDP (loan 
deficiency payment) must be requested 
before the wool/mohair is sold. Please 
contact the RI FSA office for more informa-
tion.  

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�


This table contains the applicable limitations for a person or legal 
entity for programs that are subject to provisions. 

1/ Under ACRE, this amount will be a combined limitation for 
counter-cyclical and ACRE payments. If a person or legal entity 
has a direct or indirect interest in payments earned on a farm 
participating in ACRE, this limitation will reflect an increase for 
the amount that the direct payments were reduced. 

2/ If the person or legal entity has a direct or indirect interest in 
payments earned on a farm that is in ACRE, this limitation will 
reflect a 20 percent reduction in direct payments on each farm 
that is participating in ACRE. 

Program Payment Type Limitation (in Dollars) 

2009-2012 

Commodity Programs  

Counter-cyclical and ACRE   
payments on covered com-
modities except peanuts. 

65,000 1/ 

Direct payments on covered 
commodities except peanuts. 

40,000 2/ 

Conservation Programs  

CRP annual rental payment 50,000 

CSTP ( all contracts for FY 
2009-2012) 

200,000 

EQIP (all contracts for FY 2009-
2012) 

300,000 

GRP, WHIP, and WRP 50,000 

Disaster Assistance Programs  

ELAP, LFP, LIP, SURE, NAP, and 
TAP 

100,000 

LDP, MAL, MLG No limits 

$145 Million Available in Floodplain Easement 
and Restoration Funds 

WARWICK, RI March 9, 2009- The American Recovery and Re-
investment Act (ARRA) authorized $145 million nationwide for 
floodplain easements and floodplain restoration under the Emer-
gency Watershed Protection Program (EWPP). The Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS) in Rhode Island will make 
these funds available statewide on private, State, municipal, and 
Tribal lands. 

In addition to an easement purchase, funds are available to restore 
floodplain functions and values to natural conditions. These funds 
do not require any local match, but once projects are accepted, 
projects enrolled in the program will need to be completed within 
12-18 months. Lands that can be considered for program enroll-
ment include one or more of the following criteria: 

1. Damaged by flooding at least twice within the previous 10 years 
or at least once within 

the last twelve months; 

2. Would be inundated or adversely impacted as a result of a dam 
breach. 

Additional consideration will be given to those projects that pro-
vide benefits to Federal or State listed Threatened and Endangered 
species. Restoration activities could include: dam removal or other 
necessary practices to restore floodplain functions and values. 

Applications will be accepted during a three week sign-up begin-
ning March 9, 2009  and concluding March 27, 2009.   

Applicants can find the application package online at 
www.ri.nrcs.usda.gov or by contacting Walter Marshall, Public 
Affairs Specialist, at: 401-822-8816.  

Applications should be submitted to: 

 USDA NRCS  

60 Quaker Lane Suite 46 

Warwick, RI 02886. 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an 
individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 
(TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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