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Rhode Island Farm Service Agency 

Rhode Island County FSA 

60 Quaker Lane Suite 49 

Warwick, RI 02886 

Hours  

Monday-Friday 

8:00 am-4:30 pm 

Phone 

401-828-3120 Option 2 
Or 1-800-551-5144 
Farm Loan: Option 1 
Fax: 401-821-0780 
 
Upcoming Events 

COC meeting                       
June 2, 2010 

Rhody Warm Wool Collection 
June 5, 2010 

 

County Committee  

Ruth James-Chairperson 

Vincent Confreda-Vice-Chair 

Victor Hoogendoorn-Member 

Doreen Pezza-Member 

County Office Staff 

Frank Bouchard, Acting CED 

Anne Belleville, PT 

Leila Naylor, PT 

Stacey Obrien, PT 

Farm Loan Staff 

Roxanne Boisse, FLM 

Sandy Ford, FLA 

Katie Ryan, FLOT 

 

 

 

 

Early Land Preparation for the 
Conservation Reserve                     

Program (CRP) 
 

Beginning May 1 for arid areas, or July 1, 
of the final year of a Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) contract, cover may be 
destroyed on certain acreage before the 
contract expires to prepare a seedbed for 
fall seeded crop. A CRP general signup 
may occur in Fiscal Year (FY) 2010. Ques-
tions have arisen concerning the general 
signup eligibility of land that is expiring 
from CRP that is approved for early land 
preparation. 

CRP participants that signed CRP-1G, Ad-
dendum, Modification To Allow Early 
Land Preparation, approved before April 
22, 2010, to begin early land preparation 
were informed that beginning early land 
preparation activity will affect general 
signup eligibility. 

If early land preparation activity is per-
formed, the land is not eligible to be of-
fered for the anticipated FY 2010 general 
signup.  However, the CRP-1G may be 
withdrawn provided cover has not been 
damaged or destroyed because of early 
land preparation. 
If no early land preparation activity was 
performed, the land is otherwise eligible 
to be offered for the anticipated FY 2010 
general signup. 

If the county committee has not approved 
the CRP-1G Addendum, the CRP-1G shall 
be voided and the participant will be in-
formed that a new CRP-1G Addendum 
that includes general signup eligibility pro-
visions must be filed. 

Acreage Reporting Deadline 
July 15, 2010 

Please remember that acreage reports for 
all crops and land uses (including failed 
prevented planting acreage) are required 
in order to participate in FSA programs.  
All cropland on the farm must be reported 
to receive benefits from FSA.  Failed acre-
age must be reported within 15 days of the 
disaster event and before disposition of 
the crop.  Prevented planting must be re-
ported no later than 15 days after the final 
planting date. 

An annual acreage report is required to be 
eligible for all FSA programs such as the 
Crop Disaster Program (CDP), Noninsured 
crop disaster Assistance Program (NAP), 
LDP's etc. . . .  Filing an accurate and 
timely acreage report for all crops and 
land uses can prevent loss of benefits for 
programs. 

Producers who have NAP coverage, 
through FSA must file a NOTICE OF LOSS 
within 15 calendar days after the disaster 
occurrence, date damage to crop is appar-
ent, or 15 calendar days after the final 
planting date for prevented planting. 

Again, producers are required to report 
their acreage by July 15th.  Late filed acre-
age reports will result in late filed fees. 

Loan Deficiency Payment              
Program (LDP) 

Wool and Mohair producers can apply for 
a payment subsidy on their 2010 crops.  
Eligible producers can apply for payment 
on their 2010 subsidy by filing a CCC-633 
with the RI FSA County Office.  

The Rhode Island County Office Staff will 
be at the Rhody Warm Wool Collection 
Saturday June 5th at Urban Edge Farm in 

Cranston RI.   

We look forward to seeing you there! 

If you would like the RI Farm Service 
Agency to e-mail you our future                   
newsletters please contact us at: 

401-828-3120 or 

 1-800-551-5144 



Tree Assistance Program for Orchardist 
and Nursery Tree Growers (TAP) 

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) signup for orchardists and 
nursery tree growers began Monday, May 10, 2010, at 
local Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices.  

TAP provides help to orchardists and nursery tree growers 
who produce trees, bushes and vines for commercial pur-
poses, to replant or rehabilitate trees, bushes and vines 
damaged or destroyed by natural disasters. The 2008 
Farm Bill expanded eligibility to include Christmas tree 
and nursery tree growers that were ineligible under prior 
legislation. Trees grown for pulp or timber  are not eligi-
ble.  

To be eligible producers must have suffered more than a 
15 percent death loss due to the natural disaster after ad-
justment for normal mortality. TAP is a cost reimburse-
ment program, with payments covering up to 70 percent 
of replant costs and 50 percent of pruning, removal and 
other salvaging costs for replacing or salvaging damaged 
trees.  

Producers can receive assistance for up to 500 acres of 
trees, bushes or vines. Producers must also have purchased 
a policy or plan of insurance under the Federal Crop In-
surance Act or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram, or for 2008, obtained a waiver of the risk manage-
ment purchase requirement through the buy-in provision. 
Eligible losses must have occurred on or after Jan. 1, 2008, 
and before Oct. 1, 2011.  

 

The following table provides the final dates to submit a 
TAP application and supporting documentation: 

 

For more information on the new TAP program, contact 
your county FSA office or the website at 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov.   

The Transition Incentives Program (TIP) was created to 
encourage retired or retiring owners or operators to tran-
sition their Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres to 
beginning or socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers.   

TIP sign up began on Monday, May 17, 2010.  If all pro-
gram requirements are met, TIP provides annual rental 
payments to the retiring farmer for up to two additional 
years after the date of the expiration of the CRP contract, 
provided the transition is not to a family member.  

To be eligible, TIP requires that the retired or retiring 
farmer or rancher: 

 Have land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) that is in the last year of the contract.  

 Agree to allow the beginning or socially disadvan-
taged farmer or rancher make conservation and land 
improvements. 

 Agree to sell, or have a contract to sell, or agree to 
long-term lease (a minimum of 5 years) the land un-
der CRP contract to a beginning or socially disadvan-
taged farmer or rancher by Oct. 1 of the year the CRP 
contract expires.  

Generally, TIP only applies to contracts that expire on 
September 30, 2010, or later.  However, retired or retir-
ing owners or operators with CRP contracts that expired 
on September 30, 2008, and September 30, 2009, may 
be eligible to enroll in TIP.  To learn more about this pro-
gram, producers interested in applying and participating in 
TIP should visit their USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
county office or www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

 

 

 

 

Appeal Process 
After an FSA official makes a decision on your request for 
USDA services or application, you will be sent a letter in-
forming you of the decision and options you can pursue if 
you disagree. 

Generally, program participants have three choices-an 
informal review with the original agency decision-maker, 
an opportunity for mediation and appeal to the USDA 
National Appeal Division. 

Transition Incentives Program (TIP) 

Date of Loss Final Date to Submit an 
Application and Supporting 
Documentation 

Calendar Year 2008 July 6, 2010 

Calendar Year 2009 July 6, 2010 

Jan 1, 2010 to May 7, 2010 July 6, 2010 

May 8, 2010 to Sept 30, 
2011 

Within 90 calendar days 
from the later of the disas-
ter event or the date when 
the loss of trees, bushes or 
vines is apparent. 



For FSA program purposes, tracts having the same owner 
and the same operator are grouped under one farm serial 
number.  When changes in ownership or operation take 
place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. 

The reconstitution—or recon—is the process of combining 
or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming 
operation.  Remember, to be effective for the current year, 
recons must be requested by August 1 for farms enrolled in 
specific programs. 

The following are the different methods used when doing a 
farm recon: 

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and 
quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an 
estate; 

 
Designation of Landowner Method — may be used 

when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is trans-
ferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more per-
sons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or 
more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership 
is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more per-
sons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or 
more persons. In order to use this method the land 
sold must have been owned for at least three years, 
or a waiver granted, and the buyer and seller must 
sign a Memorandum of Understanding; 

 

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the 
same proportion that the DCP cropland for each re-
sulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent 
tract; 

 
Default Method — the division of bases for a parent 

farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed 
to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in 
the system. 

 

Bank Account Changes 
Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electroni-
cally transferred into your bank account.  In order for 
timely payments to be made, producers need to notify the 
FSA county office staff if your account has been changed 
or if another financial institution purchases your bank.  
Payments can be delayed if the FSA office is not aware of 
updates to your account and routing numbers.  

 

 

Farm Reconstitutions 

USDA has a Memorandum of Understanding with the In-
ternal Revenue Service (IRS) to establish an electronic in-
formation exchange process based only on verifying com-
pliance with the Average Adjusted Gross Income Form 
(AGI) (CCC-926) for program years 2009 and 2010.  This 
Agreement ensures that payments are not issued to pro-
ducers whose AGI exceeds certain program limits. The 
limits set in the 2008 Farm Bill are $500,000 nonfarm 
average AGI for commodity and disaster programs; 
$750,000 farm average AGI for direct payments; and $1 
million nonfarm average AGI for conservation programs. 

Participants in CCC programs subject to average AGI rules 
must submit form CCC-927 (Individual) and /or CCC-928 
(Legal Entity) to the Internal Revenue Service by June 15th 
to avoid interruption of program benefits. These forms 
may be obtained from local FSA and NRCS offices or 
online at: 
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainservlet. 

Please be assured that FSA will only receive results with 
“YES” or “NO” indicators of whether you exceeded or did 
not exceed the average AGI limitation amounts for 2009 
and 2010 program years. No tax data will be included . 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact your 
local FSA office. 

 

 

Farm Loan Programs 
The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing eligi-
ble family farmers with loans to meet their farm credit 
needs.  If you are having trouble getting the credit you 
need for your farm, or regularly borrow from FSA, direct 
and guaranteed loans are currently available. 

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve 
had a setback and your lender is reluctant to extend or 
renew your loan. 

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be 
obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to 
$300,000. Guaranteed loans can reach a maximum in-
debtedness of $1,112,000.   

FSA employees will help you complete the necessary ap-
plication and other forms, and help you understand what 
information is required, where to find it or who to con-
tact to get it.  To find out more about FSA loan programs, 
contact the farm loan team. 

 

Adjusted Gross Income Verification         
Reminder Deadline June 15th! 



The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, 
sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from 
any public assistance programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance               
Program (NAP) 

Start protecting your crop investment.  Those of you who 
are currently participating in NAP for 2010 please remember 
the following; 

 Report planted crop acres to the FSA county office by 
July 15, 2010. 

 File a Notice of Loss (CCC-576) with the FSA county 
office within 15 calendar days after damaging weather 
occurs or damage to the crop becomes apparent.  Fail-
ure to report timely will result in loss of benefits. 

 Contact your local FSA office for an appraisal to be 
completed prior to destroying the crop or putting the 
crop to another use. 

 Keep track of your planting dates and production his-
tory. 

September 1, 2010 Application deadline for 2011 
value loss crops (Aquaculture, Christmas Trees, 
Ginseng Root, Ornamental Nursery, and Turf 

grass/Sod) 

Those of you who are interested in enrolling your value loss 
crops into the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP), please contact your local FSA County office. 

It’s that time of year again to elect new County Commit-
tee members for Rhode Island FSA.  If you are a farmer 
who is eligible to participate in federal farm programs and 
live in one of the following Local Administrative Areas 
(LAA) below, you can volunteer yourself to be a nominee 
for the County Committee. The following Local Adminis-
trative Areas will be conducting County Committee Elec-
tion;  
LAA-2 Kent County 
LAA-4 Newport County 
LAA-5 Bristol County 
The County Committee reviews county office operations 
and makes decisions on how the programs apply locally, 
giving farmers a say in how the federal programs are ap-
plied in their county.  
A nomination form, FSA-669A is included in this newslet-
ter. Additional forms and details may be picked up at 
your local USDA Service Center, FSA county office or 
downloaded from http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/
publications/elections.  
Eligible voters can nominate as many candidates as they 
wish.  To be valid, the nomination form must be signed 
by the person being nominated, indicating the agreement 
to serve if elected, and returned to the FSA county office 
by the close of business on August 2, 2010, or postmarked 
by midnight August 2, 2010. Nominees must meet eligibil-
ity requirements to be placed on the ballot. 

County Committee Nominations Open 
June 15, 2010 


