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Rhode Island County FSA 
60 Quaker Lane Suite 49 
Warwick, RI 02886 
 
Hours  
Monday-Friday 
8:00 am-4:30 pm 
 
Phone 
401-828-3120 Option 2 
Or 1-800-551-5144 

Farm Loan: Option 1 

Fax: 401-821-0780 
 

County Committee  
Ruth James-Chairperson 
Vincent Confreda-Vice-Chair 
Victor Hoogendoorn-Member 
Doreen Pezza-Member 
 
County Office Staff 
Frank Bouchard, Acting CED 
Anne Belleville, PT 
Leila Naylor, PT 
Stacey O’Brien, PT 
Jake Felag, PT 
 
Farm Loan Staff 
Roxanne Boisse, FLM 
Sandy Ford, FLA 
Sarah Arena, SCEP 
 
If you would like the RI Farm 
Service Agency to e-mail you 
our future newsletters please 
contact us at 401-828-3120 or 
1-800-551-5144. 
 
 
 

FSA Conservation Loan  
Program  

The Farm Service Agency makes and 
guarantees conservation loans on farms 
and ranches to help conserve our natural 
resources. The Conservation Loan (CL) 
Program provides farmers with the credit 
necessary to implement conservation 
measures on their land. 
 
The direct CLs loan limit is up to 
$300,000 and guaranteed CLs up to 
$1,119,000 (amount adjusted for infla-
tion), may be available by applying with 
lenders working with FSA to obtain a 
guarantee. 
 
Applicants will work with Natural Re-
sources and Conservation Service (NRCS) 
Staff to develop a conservation plan. 
Conservation practices must be approved 
by NRCS before FSA can provide financ-
ing.  Examples of conservation practices 
include installation of conservation struc-
tures; establishment of forest cover; in-
stallation of water conservation measures; 
establishment or improvement of perma-
nent pastures; transitioning to organic 
production; manure management, includ-
ing manure digestion systems; etc. 

 
County Committee Elections 
 
Be watching your mailbox for your offi-
cial county office committee election bal-
lot. Ballots will be mailed to all eligible 
voters starting November 5, 2010.  If for 
some reason you don’t receive a ballot, 
feel free to notify the county FSA office. 
 
Completed and signed ballots will be due 
back in the county office by the close of 
business on December 6, 2010. 

Non insured Crop Disaster    
Assistance Program (NAP)   

Application Deadlines for 2011 
Crops Approaching! 

 
FSA’s NAP program provides financial as-
sistance to producers of non-insurable 
crops when low yields, loss of inventory, 
or prevented planting occur due to natural 
disasters. 
 
Producers who grow Forage crops and/or 
Perennial crops November 20, 2010 is the  
sign up deadline! . The service fee is $250 
per crop per county or $750 per producer 
per county.  The fee cannot exceed a total 
of $1875 per producer with farming inter-
est in multiple counties. 

 
Application Closing Dates  

November 20, 2010-Forage crops and 
Perennial crops 
December 1, 2010– Specialty crops: 
(honey, maple sap) 
March 15, 2011-Annual Crops 
 

2011 DCP and ACRE Signup is     
Underway! 

 
Sign-up has started for the 2010 Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Payment (DCP) Program 
and the Average Crop Revenue Election 
(ACRE) program and will continue 
through June 1, 2011. 
 
Producers who are eligible for the DCP 
program will also be eligible to enroll in 
the ACRE program.  The optional ACRE 
program provides a safety net based on 
state revenue losses and acts in place of 
the price-based safety net of counter-
cyclical payments under DCP. 
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Paper Check Conversion (PCC) 
 
Over the next year, the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and 
the Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) is moving to-
ward an electronic method for processing producer’s 
checks.  This will allow FSA/CCC to process collections 
faster. 
 
When producers present checks, either in person or 
through the mail, the checks will be converted into an 
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT).  The funds will be debited 
from the producer’s account, usually within 24 hours of 
receipt. 
 
Please see the U.S. Department of Treasury legal notices 
posted in the Service Center or visit the following U.S. 
Department of Treasury Internet site for detailed informa-
tion: https://www.pccotc.gov/pccotc/pcc/usingpcc/
Legal%20Notices/legalnotices.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acreage Spot Check Determinations and                     
Notification  

 
Each year the Farm Service Agency completes spot checks 
of acreage reports.  Acreage reports are an integral part of 
farm program participation.  Acreage spot checks are com-
pleted to ensure accurate acreage reports are used in farm 
program computations. 
 
FSA will conduct spot checks on a selected number of 
farms in each state.  All acreage determinations will be 
completed using the FSA Geographic Information System 
official acreages.   
 
After farms are spot checked, a Notice of Determined 
Acreage will be sent to the farm operator.  Producer noti-
fications will be issued by FSA as spot checks are com-
pleted. Questions concerning determined acres should be 
directed to your local FSA office for further explanation. 

Emergency Livestock Assistance Program 
(ELAP) 

 
ELAP provides compensation to eligible producers of live-
stock, honey bees, and farm-raised fish for losses due to 
disease, adverse weather, or other loss conditions, includ-
ing losses due to blizzards and wildfires.  ELAP is for losses 
that are not covered by Livestock Indemnity Program 
(LIP), Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), or Supple-
mental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE). 
 
Eligible producers under ELAP may receive assistance for 
losses that occur on or after January 1, 2008, and before 
October 1, 2011, during the calendar year in which the loss 
occurs.  Eligible losses include feed losses, physical losses 
and additional costs incurred in providing feed to eligible 
livestock. 
 
There are two parts to the ELAP application process: 

A notice of loss 
Application for payment 
 

An application for payment cannot be filed without a no-
tice of loss. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
There are no late filed provisions for ELAP.  Producers 
with eligible losses must timely file an acreage report on 
grazing land acres, honey bee colonies and farm-raised fish 
pond acres. 
 
Eligible physical losses of honey bees and honey bee hives, 
lost due to adverse weather or loss conditions are eligible 
under ELAP. Producers will be required to provide docu-
mentation of beginning and ending inventory of honey 
bee colonies when claiming a physical loss of honey bees 
or honey bee hives.  

Additional ELAP information is available at FSA county 
offices or on line at www.fsa.usda.gov. 

Controlled Substance 

Any person who is convicted under federal or state law of 
a controlled substance violation could be ineligible for 
USDA payments or benefits.  Violations include planting, 
harvesting or growing a prohibited plant.  Prohibited 
plants include marijuana, opium, poppies and other drug 
producing plants. 
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Farm Loan Programs 
 
The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing fam-
ily farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs.  If 
you are having trouble getting the credit you need for 
your farm, or regularly borrow from FSA, direct and guar-
anteed loans are currently available. 
 
Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve 
had a setback and your lender is reluctant to extend or 
renew your loan. 
 
Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be 
obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to 
$300,000. Guaranteed loans can reach a maximum in-
debtedness of $1,119,000.  Producers are encouraged to 
apply early so that a loan can be processed and funded in 
a timely manner. 
 
To find out more about FSA loan programs, contact the 
county office staff. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beginning and Limited Resource Farmers 
 
FSA assists beginning farmers and or members of socially 
disadvantaged groups to finance agricultural enterprises. 
Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can pro-
vide financing to eligible applicants through either direct 
or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a 
person who: 
 
Has operated a farm for not more that 10 years 
Will materially and substantially participate in the opera-
tion of the farm. 
 
Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower train-
ing and financial management program sponsored by FSA 
Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the 
county’s average size. 
 
Additional program information, loan applications, and 
other materials are available at your local USDA Service 
Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov  
 

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program 
 
  

The Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program allows 
producers of eligible commodities to obtain low-interest 
financing to build or upgrade farm storage and handling 
facilities.  
 
The new maximum principal amount of a loan through 
FSFL is $500,000.  Participants are now required to pro-
vide a down payment of 15 percent, with CCC providing 
a loan for the remaining 85 percent of the net cost of the 
eligible storage facility and permanent drying and han-
dling equipment. New loan terms of 7, 10 or 12 years are 
available depending on the amount of the loan. Interest 
rates for each term rate may be different and are based on 
the rate which CCC borrows from the Treasury Depart-
ment. 
 
Payments are available in the form of a partial disburse-
ment and the remaining final disbursement. The partial 
disbursement will be available after a portion of the con-
struction has been completed. The final fund disbursement 
will be made when all construction is completed. The 
maximum amount of the partial disbursement will be 50 
percent of the projected and approved total loan amount. 
 
Applications for FSFL must be submitted to the FSA 
county office that maintains the farm's records. An FSFL 
must be approved before any site preparation or construc-
tion can begin. 
 
Eligible commodities for the FSFL program include:  corn, 
grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, bar-
ley, minor oilseeds, pulse crops - lentils, small chickpeas 
and dry peas, hay, renewable biomass, fruits (including 
nuts) and vegetables.   
 
For more information about FSFL please visit your FSA 
county office or www.fsa.usda.gov.   
 

Appeal Process 
 
After an FSA official makes a decision on your request for 
USDA services or application, you will be sent a letter in-
forming you of the decision and options you can pursue if 
you disagree. 
 
Generally, program participants have three choices-an 
informational review with the original agency decision-
maker, an opportunity for mediation and appeal to the 
USDA National Appeal Division. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�


RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public 
assistance programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-
2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 

Electronic Services Available 

If a producer has Internet access, program participants can 
access many services from home 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, and receive approval and payment by direct 
deposit within 48 hours. 
 
To participate in these services, you must meet all pro-
gram eligibility requirements.  Online services have strin-
gent security measures to protect your private informa-
tion. 
 
To utilize electronic services a producer needs an active 
USDA eAuthentication Level 2 account, which requires an 
e-mail address and filling out an online registration form 
at http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/ followed by a visit 
to the county office for identity verification. 
 

 
Pesticide Training 

 
The Rhode Island Farm Service Agency is planning to have 
a pesticide training the beginning of next year.  When a 
date is finalized we will publicize it in our newsletters.  
The Rhode Island Farm Service Agency staff will be pro-
viding program materials and will be available to answer 
your questions . 

Dates to Remember 
 

November 2010 
 
November 3, 2010– County Committee Meeting 
 
November 5, 2010-Ballots will be mailed to Eligible Vot-
ers. 
November 11, 2010-Veterans Day Office Closed 
 
November 20, 2010-NAP Application deadline for Forage 
and Perennial crops. 
 
November 25, 2010– Thanksgiving Office Closed 
 
December 2010 
 
December 1, 2010-NAP Application deadline for Specialty 
crops: (honey, maple sap). 
 
December 1, 2010-County Committee Meeting 
 
December 6, 2010-Completed and signed ballots are due. 
 
December 24, 2010-Christmas Eve Office Closed 
 
December 31, 2010-New Years Eve Office Closed 
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