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* *Women in Agriculture* * 
 Conference March 31st! 

 
The Rhode Island Farm Service Agency is 
working with all USDA partners, State 
Department of Ag, University of Rhode 
Island and other private entities to host a 
Women in Agriculture Conference on 
March 31st at the URI Bay Campus from 
8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  A registration 
form is enclosed with this newsletter.  If 
you did not receive the registration form 
please contact the Rhode Island FSA of-
fice.  We look forward to seeing you 
there! 
 

Acreage Reports 
 

As you wait for the snow to melt and the 
mud to dry, you are probably in the 
midst of preparing your equipment.  
Once you complete planting, be sure to 
file an acreage report at the County of-
fice.  The acreage reporting deadline is 
July 15, 2011 for all crops including Peren-
nials. 
 
Acreage reports are required in order to 
participate in FSA programs and are rec-
ommended for everyone who harvests a 
crop to maintain their eligibility for cur-
rent and future programs. 
 
 

Attention Wool and Mohair 
Producers! 

 
Wool and Mohair producers are eligible 
to receive a payment subsidy on their 
2011 wool and mohair.  The LDP (Loan 
Deficiency Payment) must be requested 
before the wool/mohair is sold.  
 
 Please contact the RI County Office for 
more details. 

2011 Noninsured Crop               
Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) Signup deadline for             

Annual Crops       
March 15, 2011! 

 
March 15th is the deadline date for pro-
ducers to apply for Noninsured Crop Dis-
aster Assistance Program, or NAP, cover-
age and to pay the service fee at the 
county office.  The application and service 
fee must be filed by March 15, the applica-
tion closing date for 2011 spring seeded 
crops along with vegetables. 
 
The service fee is $250 per crop per 
county or $500 per producer per county. 
The fee cannot exceed a total of $750 per 
producer with farming interest in multiple 
counties.  Limited resource producers may 
request a waiver of service fees. 
 
To qualify, a producer must be a land-
owner, tenant or sharecropper who shares 
in the risk of producing an eligible crop. 
 
*Please provide your 2010 production 
records on all crops by July 15, 2011!* 

 
SURE Signup 

 
Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Reve-
nue Assistance Program (SURE) began Jan. 
10, 2011.  SURE provides benefits for 2008 
through 2011 crop year farm revenue 
losses due to natural disasters. 
 
A farm enrolled in SURE is eligible when 
either: a portion of the farm is located in a 
county covered by a qualifying natural 
disaster declaration (USDA Secretarial Dec-
larations only) or a contiguous county; or, 
the actual production is less than 50% of 
the normal production.   
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2011 DCP Signup  
 

Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-cyclical Pro-
gram (DCP) has begun and will continue through June 1, 
2011. USDA urges producers to make use of the eDCP 
automated website to sign up, or producers can visit any 
USDA Service Center to complete their 2011 DCP con-
tract. 
  
USDA computes DCP Program payments using base acres 
and payment yields established for each farm. Eligible 
producers receive direct payments at rates established by 
statute regardless of market prices. For 2011, eligible pro-
ducers may request partial direct payments as an advance 
on the total amount.  
 

ACRE 
 
The optional ACRE Program provides a safety net based 
on state revenue losses and acts in place of the price-
based safety net of counter-cyclical payments under DCP. 
The June 1, 2011, signup deadline is mandatory for all 
participants. USDA will not accept any late-filed applica-
tions.  
 
A farm's payment is based on a revenue guarantee calcu-
lated using a 5-yearaverage state yield and the most re-
cent 2-year national price for each eligible commodity.   
  
An ACRE payment is issued when both the state and the 
farm have incurred a revenue loss. The payment is based 
on 83.3% (85% in 2012) of the farm's planted acres 
times the difference between the state ACRE guarantee 
and the state revenue times the ratio of the farm's yield 
divided by the state expected yield. The total number of 
planted acres for which a producer may receive ACRE 
payments may not exceed the total base on the farm. In 
exchange for participating in ACRE, in addition to not 
receiving counter-cyclical payments, a farm's direct pay-
ment is reduced by 20%, and marketing loan rates are 
reduced by 30%. 
  
The decision to enroll in the ACRE Program is irrevoca-
ble. The owner of the farm and all producers on the 
farm must agree to enroll in ACRE. Once enrolled, the 
farm shall be enrolled for that initial crop year and will 
remain in ACRE through the 2012 crop year.   

Actively Engaged 
 

USDA has amended the rules that govern the require-
ments to be 'actively engaged' in farming. These rules 
apply to eligibility for payments under the Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) or Average Crop Reve-
nue Election (ACRE) program administered by FSA.   
 
Normally the stockholder or a member of a legal entity 
must make contributions of active personal labor and/or 
active personal management for the farming operation.  
The contributions are to be performed on regular basis, 
must be identifiable, and separate from the contributions 
of others. 
 
The exception to this rule for a stockholder or member of 
a legal entity only occurs when both of the following 
apply:  

At least half of the interest in the legal entity is 
held by stockholders or members who are pro-
viding active personal labor or active personal 
management; and 

The total direct payments received by the legal 
entity and each of the members can’t exceed 
$40,000. 

Adjusted Gross Income 

USDA has a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Internal Revenue Service to establish an electronic infor-
mation exchange process for verifying compliance with 
the adjusted gross income (AGI) provisions for farm pro-
grams.  Written consent will be required from each pro-
ducer or payment recipient for the tax review process.  
No actual tax data will be included in the report that IRS 
sends to USDA.   

The agreement ensures that payments are not issued to 
producers whose AGI exceeds certain limits.  The limits 
set in the 2008 Farm Bill are $500,000 nonfarm average 
AGI for commodity and disaster programs; $750,000 
farm average AGI for direct payments; and $1 million 
nonfarm average AGI for conservation programs.  
 
Participants in CCC programs subject to average AGI rules 
must submit form CCC-927 (Individual) and/or CCC-928 
(Legal Entity) to the Internal Revenue Service by June 15.  
These forms may be obtained from local FSA and NRCS 
offices or online at: http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/
eforms/mainservlet.  
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Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP) 
 
The Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP) provides 
financial assistance to producers or entities that deliver 
eligible biomass material to approved biomass conver-
sion facilities (BCF) for use as heat, power, bio-based 
products or bio-fuels.  Initial assistance will be for the 
collection, harvest, storage and transportation (CHST) 
costs associated with the delivery of eligible materials.  
Producers who sell these materials can apply for FSA 
matching payments under the CHST. 
 
An application must be submitted before the eligible ma-
terial is sold and delivered to a BCF.  After the product is 
delivered, a producer must provide FSA with documenta-
tion of product quantity, quality and payment rate. 
County offices will validate payment requests with infor-
mation in the county office.  
 

1099-G  

Producers who have received payments from FSA should 
have received a CCC-1099-G.  A CCC-1099-G is a report 
to the Internal Revenue Service about FSA payments 
made to producers during the previous calendar year.  
The CCC-1099-G is a service to help participating produc-
ers report taxable income. It is not intended to replace 
the program participant’s responsibility to report income 
to the IRS. 
 
When the CCC-1099-G is received, it should be checked 
with your records to see that the amounts are correct.  
Refunds will no longer be reported on the 1099-G, but 
will be available online from the FSA Financial Inquiries 
(FSA-FI) web-based database.  Program participants with 
an eAuthentication user ID and password may access 
their refund information at FSA-FI and select “Inquiry 
Type 1099/Refund Reports”.  Refund amounts are dis-
played on the Producer’s Year-to-Date Activity web 
page. 
 
If you have a question concerning the 1099-G refund 
information, you may contact your local FSA office for 
assistance locating the correct payment data.  
 

Special Accommodations 
 

Special accommodations will be made upon request for 
individuals with disabilities, vision impairment of hearing 
impairment. If accommodations are required, individuals 
should contact the county FSA office staff directly or by 
phone. 
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New Dairy Gross Margin  
(income over feed cost) Insurance  

 
 
 
 
This program is based on milk income over feed costs, 
which the program calls a “gross margin.” The insurance 
program covers the difference between the expected 
gross margin (insurance guarantee) and the actual gross 
margin for the producer’s selected months, based on a 
targeted amount of milk. Futures prices from the Chicago 
Mercantile Exchange (CME) & Chicago Board of Trade 
(CBOT) are used to determine the values of Class III milk, 
corn and soybean meal. Futures prices result in uniform 
commodity prices for all producers. There is a maximum 
producer enrollment limit of 240,000 cwts. of milk per 
year.  
 
Please contact the RI FSA County Office for more details. 
 

CRP Signup 
 
The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) general signup 
is set to begin on March 14, 2011, and continue through 
April 15, 2011.  During the signup period, farmers and 
ranchers may offer eligible land for CRP's competitive 
general signup at their county Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
office. 
 
Land currently not enrolled in CRP may be offered in this 
signup provided all eligibility requirements are met.  Ad-
ditionally, current CRP participants with contracts expir-
ing this fall may make new contract offers.  Contracts 
awarded under this signup are scheduled to become ef-
fective Oct. 1, 2011.   
   
FSA, which administers the CRP program,  will evaluate 
and rank eligible CRP offers using an Environmental 
Benefits Index (EBI) that shows the environmental bene-
fits to be gained from enrolling the land in CRP.  The EBI 
consists of five environmental factors (wildlife, water, 
soil, air and enduring benefits) and cost.  Decisions on 
the EBI cutoff will be made after the sign-up ends and 
after analyzing the EBI data of all the offers.  
 
In addition to the general signup, CRP's continuous 
signup program will be ongoing.  Continuous acres rep-
resent the most environmentally desirable and sensitive 
land. More information can be found online at:  http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/crp   
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a 
complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 
or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Farm Loans Available! 
 

Money is available now and interest rates are low, so if 
you want to secure a loan for spring projects apply now! 
 

February Rates 
 

Operating Loan -2.25%  
 

Conservation Loan –4.75% 
 

Farm Operating Loan-4.75% 
 
Operating Loans may be used to purchase items such as 
livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, farm chemi-
cals, insurance and other operating expenses. 
 
The new Conservation loan program allows FSA to lend 
for NRCS projects, there is no test for credit elsewhere 
like conventional FSA loans, and there is a streamlined 
option for those who qualify.  
 
 FSA also has options for farmers looking to buy their 
own farm. Contact the Farm Loan department for de-
tails. 

 

Sorghum Checkoff Referendum Scheduled 
 
USDA will conduct a referendum on the Sorghum Checkoff 
Program Feb. 1-28, 2011, at local Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
offices. Ballots may be obtained in person, by mail or facsim-
ile at county FSA offices, or via the Internet at 
www.ams.usda.gov/sorghumpage.  
 
Any eligible person engaged in the production of importa-
tion of sorghum from July 1, 2008, to December 31, 2010, is 
eligible to participate. Individuals are required to provide 
documentation such as a sales receipt or remittance form that 
shows they engaged in the production or importation of sor-
ghum.  
 
Sorghum Checkoff is a national, coordinated, self-help mar-
keting program designed to strengthen the position of sor-
ghum in the market place, maintain and expand existing do-
mestic and foreign markets and uses for sorghum, and de-
velop new markets and uses for sorghum.  
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