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NEWSLETT

Rhode Island County FSA Updates

Happy New Year! The County Office staff is preparing for this years upcoming County
Committee Election. Ballots are scheduled to be counted on January 21, 2014.

County Committee Elections
The corrected ballot must be returned to the Rhode Island County FSA Office or post-
marked by January 17, 2014. All newly elected county committee members will take
office February 18, 2014. All county committee members whose term expired on Dec.
31, 2013, will have their term extended to January 31, 2014.

County committee members are an important component of the operations of FSA and
provide a link between the agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and ranchers
elected to county committees help deliver FSA programs at the local level, applying
their knowledge and judgment to make decisions on commodity price support pro-
grams; conservation programs; incentive indemnity and disaster programs for some
commodities; emergency programs and eligibility. FSA committees operate within offi-
cial regulations designed to carry out federal laws.

To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or cooperate in an FSA
program. A person who is not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the farm-
ing operations of an entire farm may also be eligible to vote.

The candidates in this year’s election are:

e LAA 2, Kent County-Gilbert Rathbun Jr.

e LAA 4, Newport County-Victor Hoogendoorn
e LAA 5, Bristol County- Joseph Silveira

More information on county committees, such as the new 2013 fact sheet and bro-
chures, can be found on the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections or at a local
USDA Service Center.

Breaking New Ground
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out
new ground for production as doing so without prior authorization may put a produc-
er’s federal farm program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must
meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.

Producers with HEL determined soils must apply tillage, crop residue and rotation re-
quirements as specified in their conservation plan.

Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to
ensure compliance. If you intend to clear any trees to create new cropland, these areas
will need to be reviewed to ensure any work will not risk your eligibility for benefits.

Landowners and operators can complete form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conserva-
tion (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to determine whether a re-
ferral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is necessary.



FSA Advises Producers to Anticipate Payment Reductions Due to Mandated Sequester

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is reminding farmers and ranchers who participate in FSA programs to plan according-
ly in FY2014 for automatic spending reductions known as sequestration. The Budget Control Act of 2011 (BCA) mandates
that federal agencies implement automatic, annual reductions to discretionary and mandatory spending limits. For man-
datory programs, the sequestration rate for FY2014 is 7.2%. Accordingly, FSA is implementing sequestration for the fol-
lowing programs:

Dairy Indemnity Payment Program;

Marketing Assistance Loans;

Loan Deficiency Payments;

Sugar Loans;

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program;

Tobacco Transition Payment Program;

2013 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Payments;

2013 Average Crop Revenue Election Program;

2011 and 2012 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program;
Storage, handling; and Economic Adjustment Assistance for
upland cotton

Conservation Reserve Program payments are specifically exempt by statute from sequestration, thus these payments will
not be reduced.

These sequester percentages reflect current law estimates; however with the continuing budget uncertainty, Congress still
may adjust the exact percentage reduction. Today’s announcement intends to help producers plan for the impact of se-
questration cuts in FY2014.

At this time, FSA is required to implement the sequester reductions. Due to the expiration of the Farm Bill on September
30, FSA does not have the flexibility to cover these payment reductions in the same manner as in FY13. FSA will provide
notification as early as practicable on the specific payment reductions.

For information about FSA programs, visit your county USDA Service Center or go to www.fsa.usda.gov/.

Microloan Program
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to better serve the unique financial operating
needs of beginning, niche and small family farm operations.

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The loan features a
streamlined application process built to fit the needs of new and smaller producers. This loan program will also be useful
to specialty crop producers and operators of community supported agriculture (CSA).

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop houses
to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer, utilities, land rents,
marketing, and distribution expenses. As financing needs increase, applicants can apply for a regular operating loan up to
the maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain financing from a commercial lender under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Pro-
gram.

Individuals who are interested in applying for a microloan or would like to discuss other farm loan programs available
should contact their local FSA office to set up an appointment with a loan official.

Rural Youth Loans
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youths to establish and operate income-producing projects in connection
with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the help of the organiza-
tion advisor, produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational
experience. The maximum loan amount is $5000.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll
-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



