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NEWSLETTER

Acreage Reporting Deadline July 15th

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encour-
aged to visit their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the ap-
plicable deadline.

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting date:

e If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date,
then the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or
acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county
office.
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e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,
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Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the
acreage reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. For questions regarding
crop certification and crop loss reports, please contact your local FSA office.

Filing a Notice of Loss

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting
and may be completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a No-
tice of Loss is required for all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the
Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file
a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence
of the disaster or when losses become apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15
calendar days of the final planting date for the crop.

ARC, PLC and CTAP Acreage Maintenance

Producers enrolled in Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC), Price Loss Coverage (PLC) or the
Cotton Transition Assistance Program (CTAP) must protect all cropland and non-
cropland acres on the farm from wind and water erosion and noxious weeds. Producers
who sign ARC county or individual contracts and PLC contracts agree to effectively con-
trol noxious weeds on the farm according to sound agricultural practices. If a producer
fails to take necessary actions to correct a maintenance problem on a farm that is en-
rolled in ARC, PLC or CTAP, the County Committee may elect to terminate the contract
for the program year.

A list of noxious weeds can be found on the following website: http://plants.usda.gov/
java/noxiousDriver.




USDA Enhances Farm Storage Facility Loan Program

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) expanded the Farm Storage and Facility Loan program, which provides
low-interest financing to producers. The enhanced program includes 22 new categories of eligible equipment for
fruit and vegetable producers.

Producers with small and mid-sized operations, and specialty crop fruit and vegetable growers, now have access to
needed capital for a variety of supplies including sorting bins, wash stations and other food safety-related equip-
ment. A new more flexible alternative is also provided for determining storage needs for fruit and vegetable pro-
ducers, and waivers are available on a case-by-case basis for disaster assistance or insurance coverage if available
products are not relevant or feasible for a particular producer.

Additionally, Farm Storage Facility Loan security requirements have been eased for loans up to $100,000. Previ-
ously, all loans in excess of $50,000 and any loan with little resale value required a promissory note/security agree-
ment and additional security, such as a lien on real estate. Now loans up to $50,000 can be secured by only a
promissory note/security agreement and some loans between $50,000 and $100,000 will no longer require addi-
tional security.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. Eligible com-
modities include grains, oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, hay, honey, renewable biomass commaodities, fruits and veg-
etables. Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for fruits and vegetables.

Contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov for more about FSA programs and loans, including the
Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture production.
Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority funding for
members of socially disadvantaged applicants.

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or gen-
der prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to his or her individual quali-
ties.

For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups are women, African Americans, American Indians,
Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the
needed credit elsewhere.

Save Time — Make an Appointment with FSA

To insure maximum use of your time and to insure that you are afforded our full attention to your important busi-
ness needs, please call our office ahead of your visit to set an appointment and to discuss any records or documen-
tation that you may need to have with you when you arrive for your appointment. For local FSA Service Center
contact information, please visit: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app




ASKFSA

Are you looking for answers to your FSA questions? Then ASK FSA at askfsa.custhelp.com. AskFSA is an online re-
source that helps you easily find information and answers to your FSA questions no matter where you are or what
device you use. lt is for ALL customers, including underserved farmers and ranchers who wish to be enrolled in FSA
loans, farm, and conservation programs.

Through AskFSA you can:

e Access our knowledge base 24/7

e Receive answers to your questions faster

e Submit a question and receive a timely response from an FSA expert

o Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operation are updated

e Customize your account settings and view responses at any time

USDA Reminds Farmers of 2014 Farm Bill Conservation Compliance Changes

The 2014 Farm Bill implements a change that requires farmers to have a Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wet-
land Conservation Certification (AD-1026) on file.

For farmers to be eligible for premium support on their federal crop insurance, a completed and signed AD-1026 cer-
tification form must be on file with the FSA. The Risk Management Agency (RMA), through the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Corporation (FCIC), manages the federal crop insurance program that provides the modern farm safety net for
American farmers and ranchers.

Since enactment of the 1985 Farm Bill, eligibility for most commodity, disaster, and conservation programs has been
linked to compliance with the highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation provisions. The 2014
Farm Bill continues the requirement that producers adhere to conservation compliance guidelines to be eligible for
most programs administered by FSA and NRCS. This includes most financial assistance such as the new price and reve-
nue protection programs, the Conservation Reserve Program, the Livestock Disaster Assistance programs and Market-
ing Assistance Loans and most programs implemented by FSA. It also includes the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program, the Conservation Stewardship Program, and other conservation programs implemented by NRCS.

Many FSA and Natural Resource Conservation (NRCS) programs already have implemented this requirement and
therefore most producers should already have an AD-1026 form on file for their associated lands. If an AD-1026 form
has not been filed or is incomplete, then farmers are reminded of the deadline of June 1, 2015.

When a farmer completes and submits the AD-1026 certification form, FSA and NRCS staff will review the associated
farm records and outline any additional actions that may be required to meet the required compliance with the con-
servation compliance provisions.

FSA recently released a revised form AD-1026, which is available at USDA Service Centers and online at:
www.fsa.usda.gov . USDA will publish a rule later this year that will provide details outlining the connection of con-
servation compliance with crop insurance premium support. Producers can also contact their local USDA Service
Center for information. A listing of service center locations is available at offices.usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),(866) 377-8642
(Relay voice users



