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Producers are Reminded to 
Complete NASS Crop Surveys  
 

The National Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS) Field Offices are currently completing 
2015 small grain yield surveys and will contact 
growers in December to complete row crop yield 
surveys. If you are one of the producers contacted 
to complete a 2015 yield survey, we encourage 
your participation and cooperation as many USDA 
agencies including the Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) and Risk Management Agency (RMA) use 
the NASS yield data for their programs.  

 

FSA uses NASS county yield data for farm credit, 
conservation, disaster programs, loan and 
commodity programs. Under the 2014 Farm Bill, 
FSA uses the NASS county yield data to calculate 
Agriculture Risk Coverage – County (ARC-CO) 
benchmark revenues and current year county 
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revenues. For example, the 2014 NASS county 
yield, along with the crop’s marketing year 
average price (MYA), are used to determine the 
county’s current year revenue to determine if the 
county will trigger an ARC-CO payment. An ARC-
CO payment is triggered for a county when the 
current year revenue falls below the guarantee 
revenue for the crop and crop year. In cases 
where NASS county yield data is not available, the 
FSA State Committee must determine a county 
yield using RMA yield data or the best available 
yield data, including assigning a county yield using 
neighboring county yields from NASS or RMA.  

 

Any information that producers provide to NASS is 
kept confidential and protected by federal law. 
NASS publishes only aggregate-level data, 
ensuring that no individual operation or producer 
can be identified. All reports will be available at 
www.nass.usda.gov.  

 

Secretary Vilsack Announces 
Additional 800,000 Acres 
Dedicated to Conservation 
Reserve Program for Wildlife 
Habitat and Wetlands 
Secretary Hails Program’s 30th Anniversary, 
Announces General Signup Period 

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that 
an additional 800,000 acres of highly 
environmentally sensitive land may be enrolled in 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) under 
certain wetland and wildlife initiatives that provide 
multiple benefits on the same land. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will 
accept new offers to participate in CRP under a 
general signup to be held Dec. 1, 2015, through 
Feb. 26, 2016. Eligible existing program 
participants with contracts expiring Sept. 30, 2015, 
will be granted an option for one-year extensions. 
Farmers and ranchers interested in removing 
sensitive land from agricultural production and 
planting grasses or trees to reduce soil erosion, 
improve water quality and restore wildlife habitat 
are encouraged to enroll.  

For 30 years, the Conservation Reserve Program 
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has helped farmers and ranchers prevent more 
than 8 billion tons of soil from eroding, reduce 
nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to 
cropland by 95 and 85 percent respectively, and 
even sequester 43 million tons of greenhouse 
gases annually, equal to taking 8 million cars off 
the road. 

The voluntary Conservation Reserve Program 
allows USDA to contract with agricultural 
producers so that environmentally sensitive land is 
conserved. Participants establish long-term, 
resource-conserving plant species to control soil 
erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife 
habitat. In return, USDA’s Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) provides participants with rental payments 
and cost-share assistance. Contract duration is 
between 10 and 15 years. 

CRP protects water quality and restores significant 
habitat for ducks, pheasants, turkey, quail, deer 
and other important wildlife which spurs economic 
development like hunting and fishing, outdoor 
recreation and tourism across rural America. 
Today’s announcement allows an additional 
800,000 acres for duck nesting habitat and other 
wetland and wildlife habitat initiatives to be 
enrolled in the program. 

Farmers and ranchers should consider the various 
CRP continuous sign-up initiatives that may help 
target specific resource concerns. Financial 
assistance is offered for many practices including 
conservation buffers and pollinator habitat 
plantings, and initiatives such as the highly 
erodible lands, bottomland hardwood tree and 
longleaf pine. 

Farmers and ranchers may visit their FSA county 
office for additional information. The 2014 Farm 
Bill authorized the enrollment of grasslands in 
CRP and information on grasslands enrollment will 
be available after the regulation is published later 
this summer. 

For more information on CRP and other FSA 
programs, please visit www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
 

Maintaining the Quality of Farm-Stored Loan Grain 
Bins are ideally designed to hold a level volume of grain. When bins are overfilled and grain is 
heaped up, airflow is hindered and the chance of spoilage increases. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


Producers who take out marketing assistance loans and use the farm-stored grain as collateral 
should remember that they are responsible for maintaining the quality of the grain through the term 
of the loan. 

 

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain 
If loan grain has been disposed of through feeding, selling or any other form of disposal without prior 
written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The 
financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s name will be placed on 
a loan violation list for a two-year period. Always call before you haul any grain under loan. 

Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address 
or zip code or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office. 
Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be 
reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS programs are required to 
timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and update their 
CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan. 

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.  

 

Farm Reconstitutions 
When changes in farm ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The 
reconstitution — or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on 
the farming operation.  

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon.  

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in 
settling an estate; 

Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is 
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to 
two or more persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two 
or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In order to use this 
method the land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the 
buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding; 

DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for 
each resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract; 

Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases 
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system. 

 

Direct Loans 
FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating Loans to producers who want to 
establish, maintain or strengthen their farm or ranch. FSA loan officers process, approve and 
service direct loans.  

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel, farm 



chemicals, insurance and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans can also be 
used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some farm-related 
debts, excluding real estate.  

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm, construct 
and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.  

The maximum loan amount for both direct farm ownership and operating loans is $300,000 and a 
down payment is not required. Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and 
the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and 
farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.  

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm ownership or 
operating loan.  

 

Guaranteed Loan Program 
FSA guaranteed loans allow lenders to provide agricultural credit to farmers who do not meet the 
lender's normal underwriting criteria. Farmers and ranchers apply for a guaranteed loan through a 
lender, and the lender arranges for the guarantee. FSA can guarantee up to 95 percent of the loss 
of principal and interest on a loan. Guaranteed loans can be used for both farm ownership and 
operating purposes.  

Guaranteed farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, construct or repair buildings, 
develop farmland to promote soil and water conservation or to refinance debt.  

Guaranteed operating loans can be used to purchase livestock, farm equipment, feed, seed, fuel, 
farm chemicals, insurance and other operating expenses.  

FSA can guarantee farm ownership and operating loans up to $1,399,000. Repayment terms vary 
depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to repay the loan. Operating 
loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership loans are not to exceed 40 years.  

Please contact your lender or local FSA farm loan office for more information on guaranteed loans.  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 
 

 


