
June 2016 

 

• South Dakota FSA Newsletter 
• USDA’s Building Blocks for Climate Smart Agriculture & Forestry 
• Enrollment Period for 2016 USDA Safety Net Coverage Ends Aug. 1 
• USDA Improves Access to Capital for Tribal Farmlands with Multiple Owners 
• Producers are Encouraged to Report Prevented Planting and Failed Acres 
• 2016 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES  
• Filing a Notice of Loss 

 

South Dakota FSA Newsletter 
 

South Dakota Farm 
Service Agency 
200 4th St. SW 
Huron, SD  57350 

Phone:  605-352-1160 

  

www.fsa.usda.gov/sd 

  

State Executive 
Director: 
Craig Schaunaman 

State Committee: 
James Burg, Chairman 
Larry Birgen 
Joyce Jobgen 
Ethel Whitcher 

Division Chiefs: 
Jamie White, EXO 
Paul Hanson 

USDA’s Building Blocks for 
Climate Smart Agriculture & 
Forestry 
 The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced a 
comprehensive and detailed approach to support 
farmers, ranchers, and forest land owners in their 
response to address the causes of climate change 
in April 2015. The framework consists of 10 building 
blocks that span a range of technologies and 
practices to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
increase carbon storage, and generate clean 
renewable energy through mitigation.   

  

USDA’s strategy focuses on climate-smart practices 
designed for working production systems that 
provide multiple economic and environmental 
benefits in addition to supporting resilience to 
extreme weather, reduced emissions and increased 
carbon storage.   

  

Through this comprehensive set of voluntary 
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programs and initiatives spanning its programs, 
USDA expects to reduce net emissions and 
enhance carbon sequestration by over 120 million 
metric tons of CO2 equivalent (MMTCO2e) per 
year – about 2% of economy-wide net greenhouse 
emissions – by 2025. That’s the equivalent of taking 
25 million cars off the road, or offsetting the 
emissions produced by powering nearly 11 million 
homes last year.  

  

For more information on the Building Blocks for 
Climate Smart Agriculture and Forestry click the 
following link:   
http://www.usda.gov/documents/climate-smart-fact-
sheet.pdf . For additional information on ways to 
consider greenhouse gases when managing land, 
refer to the USDA Climate Hub webpage: 
http://www.climatehubs.oce.usda.gov/. 

  

 
Enrollment Period for 2016 
USDA Safety Net Coverage 
Ends Aug. 1 
 Producers who chose coverage from the safety net 
programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known 
as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or the Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can visit FSA 
county offices through Aug. 1, 2016, to sign 
contracts to enroll in coverage for 2016.   

  

Although the choice between ARC and PLC is 
completed and remains in effect through 2018, 
producers must still enroll their farm by signing a 
contract each year to receive coverage.  

 Producers are encouraged to contact their local 
FSA office to schedule an appointment to enroll. If a 
farm is not enrolled during the 2016 enrollment 
period, producers on that farm will not be eligible for 
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs 
should crop prices or farm revenues fall below the 
historical price or revenue benchmarks established 
by the program.  

The two programs were authorized by the 2014 
Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural 
producers when there is a substantial drop in prices 
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or revenues for covered commodities. Covered 
commodities include barley, canola, large and small 
chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, 
lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, 
rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice (which 
includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, 
sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. 
Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. 
For more details regarding these programs, go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.  

For more information, producers are encouraged to 
visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA office, 
visit http://offices.usda.gov.  

  

 

 
USDA Improves Access to Capital for Tribal Farmlands with 
Multiple Owners 
 New Program Allows More Farm Loans for “Highly Fractionated” Tribal Land  

 USDA is expanding the availability of farm loans for Indian tribes and members to purchase tribal 
farmland that has multiple owners. The improved lending opportunities are possible due to new 
authority granted by the 2014 Farm Bill, which allows USDA to provide revolving loan funds to 
qualified intermediary lenders that can relend the funds to qualified tribes and individuals.   

 As a direct result of more than a dozen tribal meetings across the country, USDA is able to 
implement a solution to a longstanding barrier to financing, which will increase the availability of 
farm loans to Native Americans who want to start or expand a farming or ranching operation on 
Indian lands.  

 Under the 1887 Dawes Act, Indian reservation land was divided and allotted to individual tribal 
members such that with the passing of each generation, title ownership was divided and parceled 
among heirs, while the land was not. As a result, land once owned by a single person could today 
be owned by hundreds or thousands of individuals, resulting in what is known as “highly fractionated 
Indian land.” In many instances, landowners are unknown or cannot be located, which complicates 
the coordination of ownership or prevents the use of the property altogether. There are more than 
245,000 owners of three million fractionated land interests, spanning approximately 150 Indian 
reservations.  

 Under the rules published today, USDA will now allow tribes and tribal members to submit a farm 
loan application to an intermediary lender. To participate, intermediary lenders first must be 
approved by USDA. The lenders may be private and tribal nonprofit corporations, public agencies, 
Indian tribes, or lenders subject to federal or state regulation (such as a credit union or other 
financial institution). FSA will lend to the intermediary, which will relend to the applicant. The 
intermediary lender also will administer the loan for the applicant.    

For more information, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans or contact the local FSA county office. To 
find the local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.   
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Producers are Encouraged to Report Prevented Planting and 
Failed Acres 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers to report prevented planting and failed acres 
in order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs.  

 Producers should report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were 
prevented from planting.  Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of 
Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and Risk 
Management Agency (RMA).   

 Contact your local FSA office for a list of final planting dates by crop.   

 If a producer is unable to report the prevented planting acreage within the 15 calendar days 
following the final planting date, a late-filed report can be submitted.  Late-filed reports will only be 
accepted if FSA conducts a farm visit to assess the eligible disaster condition that prevented the 
crop from being planted.  A measurement service fee will be charged.  

 Additionally, producers with failed acres should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, to report 
failed acres.   

 Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative 
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification 
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office 
by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, 
within the required 15 calendar days.  

 For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), 
producers must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses 
become apparent.  Producers must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all crops including 
grasses.  

 
2016 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES  
 In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit 
their local FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.  

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please contact your local FSA office for a list 
of county-specific deadlines.   

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:  

• If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage 
must be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.  

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the applicable acreage reporting date, then 
the acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring 
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.  

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” 
“left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting 
date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15 calendar days before 
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. For questions regarding crop certification and crop 



loss reports, please contact your local FSA office.  

  

 
Filing a Notice of Loss 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be 
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for 
all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office 
within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 calendar 
days after the normal harvest date.   

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative 
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification 
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office 
by any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, 
within the required 15 calendar days.  

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar 
days of the final planting date for the crop.  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

 


