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USDA FARM SERVICE AGENCY COUNTY
COMMITTEE NOMINATION PERIOD
BEGINS JUNE 15

The nomination period for local Farm Service Agency (FSA) county
committees begins Sunday, June 15, 2014.

To be eligible to serve on an FSA county committee, a person must
participate or cooperate in a program administered by FSA, be eligible to
vote in a county committee election and reside in the local administrative
area where the person is nominated.

Farmers and ranchers may nominate themselves or others. Organizations
representing minorities and women also may nominate candidates. To
become a candidate, an eligible individual must sign the nomination form,
FSA-669A. The form and other information about FSA county committee
elections are available at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. Nomination forms for
the 2014 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service
Center by close of business on Aug. 1, 2014. Elections will take place this
fall.

While FSA county committees do not approve or deny farm ownership or
operating loans, they make decisions on disaster and conservation
programs, emergency programs, commodity price support loan programs
and other agricultural issues. Members serve three-year terms. Nationwide,
there are about 7,800 farmers and ranchers serving on FSA county
committees. Committees consist of three to 11 members that are elected by
eligible producers.

FSA will mail ballots to eligible voters beginning Nov. 3, 2014. Ballots are
due back to the local county office either via mail or in person by Dec. 1,
2014. Newly elected committee members and alternates take office on
Jan.1, 2015.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing

USDA ANNOUNCES CHANGES TO FRUIT, VEGETABLE AND
WILD RICE PLANTING RULES

Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced fruit, vegetable and wild rice provisions that affect producers who
intend to participate in certain programs authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014.

Producers who intend to participate in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
programs are subject to an acre-for-acre payment reduction when fruits and nuts, vegetables or wild rice are
planted on the payment acres of a farm. Payment reductions do not apply to mung beans, dry peas, lentils or
chickpeas. Planting fruits, vegetables or wild rice on acres that are not considered payment acres will not result
in a payment reduction. Farms that are eligible to participate in ARC/PLC but are not enrolled for a particular
year may plant unlimited fruits, vegetables and wild rice for that year but will not receive ARC/PLC payments for
that year. Eligibility for succeeding years is not affected.

Planting and harvesting fruits, vegetables and wild rice on ARC/PLC acreage is subject to the acre-for-acre
payment reduction when those crops are planted on either more than 15 percent of the base acres of a farm
enrolled in ARC using the county coverage or PLC, or more than 35 percent of the base acres of a farm enrolled
in ARC using the individual coverage.

Fruits, vegetables and wild rice that are planted in a double-cropping practice will not cause a payment reduction
if the farm is in a double-cropping region as designated by the USDA’s Commodity Credit Corporation.

NEW FARM BILL OFFERS INCREASED OPPORTUNITIES FOR
PRODUCERS

The 2014 Farm Bill offers increased opportunities for producers including farm loan program modifications that
create flexibility for new and existing farmers. A fact sheet outlining modifications to the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Programs is available here.

The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for thousands of farmers and ranchers to begin and continue
operations, including greater flexibility in determining eligibility, raising loan limits, and emphasizing beginning
and socially disadvantaged producers.

Changes that will take effect immediately include:

e Elimination of the 15 year term limit for guaranteed operating loans.

e Modification of the definition of beginning farmer, using the average farm size for the county as a
qualifier instead of the median farm size.

e Modification of the Joint Financing Direct Farm Ownership Interest Rate to 2 percent less than regular
Direct Farm Ownership rate, with a floor of 2.5 percent. Previously, the rate was established at 5
percent.

e Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct Farm Ownership Down Payment Loan Program from
$225,000 to $300,000.

e Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth Loans, allowing urban youth to benefit.

e Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent borrowers from obtaining additional loans from
the federal government.

e Increase of the guaranteed percentage on Conservation Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 90 percent for
socially disadvantaged borrowers and beginning farmers.

e  Microloans will not count toward direct operating loan term limits for veterans and beginning farmers.

Additional modifications must be implemented through the rulemaking processes. Visit the ESA Farm Bill website



http://fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140324_insup_en_fbill.html
http://fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing&utm_source=spotlight&utm_medium=click&utm_content=rotation1&utm_campaign=2014farmbill

for detailed information and updates to farm loan programs.

MICROLOAN PROGRAM

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan (ML) program to better serve the unique financial
operating needs of beginning, niche and small family farm operations.

FSA offers applicants a Microloan designed to help farmers with credit needs of $35,000 or less. The loan
features a streamlined application process built to fit the needs of new and smaller producers. This loan program
will also be useful to specialty crop producers and operators of community supported agriculture (CSA).

Eligible applicants can apply for a maximum amount of $35,000 to pay for initial start-up expenses such as hoop
houses to extend the growing season, essential tools, irrigation and annual expenses such as seed, fertilizer,
utilities, land rents, marketing, and distribution expenses. As financing needs increase, applicants can apply for
a regular operating loan up to the maximum amount of $300,000 or obtain financing from a commercial lender
under FSA’s Guaranteed Loan Program.

Individuals who are interested in applying for a microloan or would like to discuss other farm loan programs
available should contact their local FSA office to set up an appointment with a loan official.

BEGINNING FARMER LOANS

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs,
FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a
beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program
sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local USDA Service
Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay),

(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).


http://www.fsa.usda.gov./

