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USDA Opens Enrollment
Period for Agriculture Risk
Coverage and Price Loss
Coverage Safety-Net Programs

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced
that eligible producers may now formally enroll in
the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for 2014 and
2015. The enrollment period began June 17, 2015,
and will end Sept. 30, 2015.

The new programs, established by the 2014 Farm
Bill, trigger financial protections for agricultural
producers when market forces cause substantial
drops in crop prices or revenues. More than 1.76
million farmers have elected ARC or PLC.
Previously, 1.7 million producers had enrolled to
receive direct payments (the program replaced
with ARC and PLC by the 2014 Farm Bill). This
means more farms have elected ARC or PLC than
previously enrolled under previously administered


http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFSA/bulletins/10e4f75
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/tn

Patty Taylor programs.
Farm Programs
Nationwide, 96 percent of soybean farms, 91
Tyeisha Samples percent of corn farms, and 66 percent of wheat
Administrative Officer farms elected ARC. 99 percent of long grain rice
farms, 99 percent of peanut farms, and 94 percent
Please contact your local  of medium grain rice farms elected PLC. For data
FSA Office for questions about other crops and state-by-state program
specific to your operation  election results go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.
or county.

Covered commodities under ARC and PLC include
barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn,
crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard
seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long
grain rice, medium grain rice (which includes short
grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland
cotton is no longer a covered commodity.

For more information please contact your local
FSA office https://offices.usda.gov.

USDA Offers Flood Impacted Tennessee Farmers and
Ranchers Immediate Disaster Assistance

Farm Service Agency Stands Ready to Assist Agricultural Producers Slammed by Recent Heavy
Rains

Tennessee Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers across the state of federal
farm program benefits that may be available to help eligible producers recover from recent heavy
rains and flooding. FSA offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist
agricultural producers in their recovery efforts following floods or similar qualifying natural disasters.
Available programs and loans include:

Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting occur
due to natural disasters (includes native grass for grazing). Eligible producers must have purchased
NAP coverage for 2015 crops.

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock death
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. Eligible losses may include those
determined by FSA to have been caused by hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, tropical storms,
tornados lightening, extreme heat, and extreme cold. Producers will be required to provide verifiable
documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a
notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is
apparent.

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) — provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery tree
growers for qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disaster.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) -

provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, adverse weather, or
nther conditinne which are nnt adeniiatelv addreceed hv nther dicacter nrnnrame FlI AP covere
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physically damaged or destroyed livestock feed that was purchased or mechanically harvested
forage or feedstuffs intended for use as feed for the producer's eligible livestock. In order to be
considered eligible, harvested forage must be baled; forage that is only cut, raked or windrowed is
not eligible. Producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days
of when the loss is apparent.

ELAP also covers up to 150 lost grazing days in instances when a producer has been forced to
remove livestock from a grazing pasture due to floodwaters.

For beekeepers, ELAP covers beehive losses (the physical structure) in instances where the hive
has been destroyed by a natural disaster including flooding, high winds and tornadoes.

Emergency Loan Program — Available to producers with agriculture operations located in a county
under a primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low interest loans help
producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding.

Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and ranchers
to rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters; includes fence loss.

HayNet - is an Internet-based Hay and Grazing Net Ad Service allowing farmers and ranchers to
share 'Need Hay' ads and 'Have Hay' ads online. Farmers also can use another feature to post
advertisements for grazing land, specifically ads announcing the availability of grazing land or ads
requesting a need for land to graze. www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet.

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, farmers and ranchers must report prevented planting
and failed acres (crops and grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on FSA form
CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established
by FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).

For more information on disaster assistance programs and loans visit www.fsa.usda.gov/ or contact
your local FSA Office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Enrollment for 2016 Dairy Margin Protection Program Started
July 1

FSA announced that as of July 1, 2015, dairy farmers can enroll in Margin Protection Program for
coverage in 2016. The voluntary program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides financial
assistance to participating dairy operations when the margin — the difference between the price of
milk and feed costs — falls below the coverage level selected by the farmer.

The Margin Protection Program gives participating dairy producers the flexibility to select coverage
levels best suited for their operation. Enrollment begins July 1 and ends on Sept. 30, 2015, for
coverage in 2016. Participating farmers will remain in the program through 2018 and pay a $100
administrative fee each year. Producers also have the option of selecting a different coverage level
during open enroliment each year. Margin Protection Program payments are based on an
operation’s historical production. An operation’s historical production will increase by 2.61 percent in
2016 if the operation participated in 2015, providing a stronger safety net.

USDA also has an online resource available to help dairy producers decide which level of coverage
will provide them with the strongest safety net under a variety of conditions. The enhanced Web
tool, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy farmers to quickly and easily combine

their unique operation data and other key variables to calculate their coverage needs based on
nrice nrniectinne Prodiicere ran alen review hictarical data nr ectimate fiitiire coverane haced nn
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data projections. The secure site can be accessed via computer, mobile phone, or tablet, 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.

Dairy operations enrolling in the program must meet conservation compliance provisions. Producers
participating in the Livestock Gross Margin insurance program may register for the Margin
Protection Program, but this new margin program will only begin once their livestock dairy insurance
coverage has ended. Producers must also submit form CCC-782 for 2016, confirming their Margin
Protection Program coverage level selection, to the local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office. If
electing higher coverage for 2016, dairy producers can either pay the premium in full at the time of
enroliment or pay a minimum of 25 percent of the premium by Feb. 1, 2016.

For more information, visit FSA online at www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy for more information, or stop by a
local FSA office to learn more about the Margin Protection Program. To find a local FSA office in
your area, visit http://offices.usda.qgov.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to
his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

Farmers to Receive Documentation of USDA Services

Local Offices Issue Receipts for Services Provided

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds agricultural producers that FSA provides a receipt to
customers who request or receive assistance or information on FSA programs.

As part of FSA’s mission to provide enhanced customer service, producers who visit FSA will
receive documentation of services requested and provided. From December through June, FSA
issued more than 327,000 electronic receipts.

The 2014 Farm Bill requires a receipt to be issued for any agricultural program assistance
requested from FSA, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Rural Development
(RD). Receipts include the date, summary of the visit and any agricultural information, program
and/or loan assistance provided to an individual or entity.

In some cases, a form or document — such as a completed and signed program enroliment form —
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program or loan assistance provided whether through a visit, email, fax or letter.

To learn more about FSA, visit www.fsa.usda.gov or to find your local USDA office, visit
http://offices.usda.gov.

FSA Microloans

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers that the FSA borrowing limit for
microloans increased from $35,000 to $50,000. Microloans offer borrowers simplified lending with
less paperwork.

The microloan change allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional
$15,000 in loans using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans
are part of USDA'’s continued commitment to small and midsized farming operations.

To complement the microloan program additional changes to FSA eligibility requirements will
enhance beginning farmers' and ranchers' access to land, a key barrier to entry level producers.
FSA policies related to farm experience have changed so that other types of skills may be
considered to meet the direct farming experience required for farm ownership loan eligibility.
Operation or management of non-farm businesses, leadership positions while serving in the military
or advanced education in an agricultural field will now count towards the experience applicants need
to show when applying for farm ownership loans. Important Note: Microloans cannot be used to
purchase real estate.

Since 2010, more than 50 percent of USDA's farm loans now go to beginning farmers and FSA has
increased its lending to targeted underserved producers by nearly 50 percent.

Please review the FSA Microloan Program Fact Sheet for program application, eligibility and related
information.

Come to the Tennessee Small Farm Expo July 30!

Tennessee’s Farm Service Agency and other USDA and state agricultural agencies will partner with
Tennessee State University’s (TSU’s) College of Agriculture, Human and Natural Sciences to
participate in the 11th Annual Tennessee Small Farm Expo and Small Farmer of the Year Awards
Luncheon on July 30, 2015 at the TSU Agricultural Research and Education Center in Nashville.
The Center is adjacent to the TSU Main Campus at 1519 Ed Temple Boulevard.

The highlight of the annual event is the Small Farmer of the Year Award Luncheon and
Presentation. The event is free and open to the public, and lunch will be provided. Just be sure to
register in advance by contacting Christopher Robbins at the phone number or email provided
below. Registration begins at 7:30 am with featured research plot tours and other exciting field day
programs starting at 8:15.

For additional information about the Tennessee Small Farm Expo or to register to attend, please
contact Christopher Robbins at crobbins@tnstate.edu or call 615-792-5744. See event info flyer at:
http://www.tnstate.edu/agriculture/images/SFE%20FIlyer.jpg
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)

877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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