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Enrollment Period for 2016 
USDA Safety Net Coverage 
Ends August 1 
Producers who chose coverage from the safety net 
programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, 
known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or 
the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can visit 
FSA county offices through Aug. 1, 2016, to sign 
contracts to enroll in coverage for 2016.  

Although the choice between ARC and PLC is 
completed and remains in effect through 2018, 
producers must still enroll their farm by signing a 
contract each year to receive coverage. 

Producers are encouraged to contact their local 
FSA office to schedule an appointment to enroll. If 
a farm is not enrolled during the 2016 enrollment 
period, producers on that farm will not be eligible 
for financial assistance from the ARC or PLC 
programs should crop prices or farm revenues fall 
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  below the historical price or revenue benchmarks 
established by the program. 

The two programs were authorized by the 2014 
Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural 
producers when there is a substantial drop in 
prices or revenues for covered commodities. 
Covered commodities include barley, canola, large 
and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain 
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry 
peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice 
(which includes short grain and sweet rice), 
safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower 
seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a 
covered commodity. For more details regarding 
these programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged 
to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 

 
FSA County Committee Nomination Period Open Through 
August 1 
The nomination period for the FSA county committees began on June 15, 2016. Nomination forms 
must be postmarked or received in local County FSA Offices by close of business on August 1, 
2016. 

County Committees are unique to FSA and allow producers to have a voice on federal farm 
program implementation at the local level.  

To be eligible to serve on the FSA county committee, a person must participate or cooperate in an 
agency administered program, be eligible to vote in a county committee election and reside in the 
Local Administrative Area (LAA) where they are nominated. All producers, including women, 
minority and beginning farmers and ranchers are encouraged to participate in the nomination and 
election process. 

Producers may nominate themselves or others as candidates. Organizations representing minority 
and women farmers and ranchers may also nominate candidates. To become a nominee, eligible 
individuals must sign form FSA-669A. The form and more information about county committee 
elections is available online at:  www.fsa.usda.gov/elections.  

Elected county committee members serve a three-year term and are responsible for making 
decisions on FSA disaster, conservation, commodity and price support programs, as well as other 
important federal farm program issues. County committees consist of three to 11 members. 

FSA will mail election ballots to eligible voters beginning November 7. Ballots are due back in the 
FSA County Offices by mail or in person no later than December 5, 2016. All newly elected county 
committee members and alternates will take office January 1, 2017.   

For more information about county committees, please contact your local FSA office or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. 
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Come to the TSU Small Farm Expo July 21 
The twelfth annual TSU Small Farm Expo and Small Farmer of the Year Awards Program Luncheon 
will be held on Thursday July 21 from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm at the Tennessee State University 
Research and Education Center located at 1599 W. H. Davis Drive, Nashville, TN 37209. FSA in 
Tennessee is a proud partner of TSU's Small Farm Expo.  

This year the Expo and Awards Program themed, Agriculture: The Foundation of Global 
Sustainability, will highlight the agricultural research, outreach and education at Tennessee State 
University while recognizing exceptional small farmers throughout the state. The Small Farm Expo 
will include research tours, educational workshops and exhibits. 

The event is free and open to the public, but registration is important, so please contact Bridgette 
Collins at 615-963-1842 or bbush@tnstate.edu or Dr. Roy Bullock at 615-963-5449 or 
fbullock@tnstate.edu.  

Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in this event should 
contact Christopher Robbins at 615-792-5744 or crobbins@tnstate.edu or Federal Relay Service at 
1-800-877-8339 by July 15, 2016. 

 
USDA Expands Microloans to Help Farmers Purchase 
Farmland and Improve Property 
Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain Access to 
Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is offering farm ownership microloans, creating a new 
financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans are especially helpful 
to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in farming, and those who 
have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program, which celebrates its third anniversary this week, has been hugely 
successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, totaling over $373 million to producers 
across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as 
feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans 
have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

This microloan announcement is another USDA resource for America’s farmers and ranchers to 
utilize, especially as new and beginning farmers and ranchers look for the assistance they need to 
get started. To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or 
contact your local FSA office. To find your nearest office location, please 
visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
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FSAfarm+, FSA’s Customer Self-Service Portal 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) has launched a new tool to 
provide farmers and ranchers with remote access to their personal farm information using their 
home computers. Farmers and ranchers can now view, print or export their personal farm data all 
without visiting an FSA county office. 

The program, known as FSAfarm+, provides you with secure access to view your personal FSA 
data, such as base and yields, Conservation Reserve Program data, other conservation program 
acreage, Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation status information, field 
boundaries, farm imagery, name and address details, contact information and membership interest 
and shares in the operation. This data will be available in real time, at no cost to the producer and 
allow operators and owners to export and print farm records, including maps. Producers also can 
electronically share their data with a crop insurance agent from their own personal computer. 

Farm operators and owners first will need “Level 2 eAuthentication” to access the webportal. This 
level of security ensures that personal information is protected for each user. Level 2 access can be 
obtained by going to www.eauth.usda.gov, completing the required information and then visiting 
your local FSA office to finalize access. 

For more information on FSAfarm+, the customer self-service portal, contact your local FSA office. 
To find your local FSA county office, click http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must 
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to 
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The 
maximum loan amount is $5000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident 
alien  

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources  
• Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined 

above  
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance 

and assistance from a project advisor 
• The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan applicant, along with providing 

adequate supervision.  

 Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms. 

 

http://www.eauth.usda.gov/
http://offices.usda.gov/


Dairy Producers Can Enroll to Protect Milk Production 
Margins 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) in Tennessee announced that dairy producers can enroll for 
2017 coverage in the Margin Protection Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy) starting July 1. The 
voluntary program, established by the 2014 Farm Bill, provides financial assistance to participating 
dairy producers when the margin – the difference between the price of milk and feed costs – falls 
below the coverage level selected by the producer.  

The Margin Protection Program gives participating dairy producers the flexibility to select coverage 
levels best suited for their operation. Enrollment began July 1 and ends on Sept. 30, 2016, for 
coverage in calendar year 2017. Participating farmers will remain in the program through 2018 and 
pay a minimum $100 administrative fee each year. Producers have the option of selecting a 
different coverage level during open enrollment each year.     

USDA has a web tool to help producers determine the level of coverage under the Margin 
Protection Program that will provide them with the strongest safety net under a variety of conditions. 
The online resource, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool, allows dairy farmers to quickly and 
easily combine unique operation data and other key variables to calculate their coverage needs 
based on price projections. Producers can also review historical data or estimate future coverage 
needs, based on data projections. The secure site can be accessed via computer, Smartphone or 
tablet 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  

To complete enrollment, producers must make coverage elections during the enrollment period and 
pay the annual $100 administrative fee that provides basic catastrophic protection that covers 90 
percent of milk production at a $4 margin coverage level. For additional premiums, operations can 
protect 25 to 90 percent of production history with margin coverage levels from $4.50 to $8, in 50 
cent increments. Once enrolled, dairy operations are required to participate through 2018 by making 
coverage elections each year. Producers can mail the appropriate form to the producer’s 
administrative county FSA office, along with applicable fees without necessitating a trip to the local 
FSA office. If electing higher coverage for 2017, dairy producers can either pay the premium in full 
at the time of enrollment or pay 100 percent of the premium by Sept. 1, 2017. Premium fees may be 
paid directly to FSA or producers can work with their milk handlers to remit premiums on their 
behalf. 

Also beginning July 1, 2016, FSA will begin accepting applications for intergenerational transfers, 
allowing program participants who added an adult child, grandchild or spouse to the operation 
during calendar year 2014 or 2015, or between Jan. 1 and June 30, 2016, to increase production 
history by the new cows bought into the operation by the new family members. For intergenerational 
transfers occurring on or after July 1, 2016, notification to FSA must be made within 60 days of 
purchasing the additional cows. 

Dairy operations enrolling in the new program must meet conservation compliance provisions and 
cannot participate in the Livestock Gross Margin Dairy Insurance Program. 

For more information, visit FSA online at www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy or stop by a local FSA office to 
learn more about the Margin Protection Program. To find a local FSA office in your area, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
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Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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