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From the State Executive Director 
Conservation and changes in our climate are major household 
topics throughout the nation. USDA's Texas Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) offers programs that may help producers contribute to 
healthy land stewardship. 

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) helps Texas producers 
make a positive contribution to the environment. Participants in 
CRP create and maintain various practices, including resource-
conserving plant species such as approved vegetation, to improve 
local air quality as well as water quality and quantity. FSA issues 
rental and cost-share payments to CRP participants. Through their 
participation in CRP, landowners provide numerous natural 
resource benefits including the reduction of emissions of harmful 
greenhouse gases and providing resilience to weather changes. 

Since 1985, CRP has prevented more than eight billion tons of soil 
from eroding, reduced nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to 
cropland by 95 and 85 percent respectively and sequestered 43 
million tons of greenhouse gases annually. These results are equal 
to taking eight million cars off the road. 

Nationally, there are more than 23 million acres enrolled in CRP. 
The Agricultural Act of 2014, also known as the 2014 Farm Bill, 
authorized additional opportunities for landowners to enroll acreage 
in the various CRP programs including 800,000 acres under CRP 
Continuous signup. 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/tx
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/tx


Continuous signup is available year-round, noncompetitive, and focuses on establishing practices 
including wetlands, wildlife habitat, and water quality buffers on smaller tracts of land. Currently, 
Texas has more than 212,000 acres enrolled in continuous CRP practices. 

The 2014 Farm Bill also allowed for an additional 411,000 acre enrollment in the program’s general 
signup which focuses conservation efforts on entire fields. This is a competitive process and is only 
available during formally announced signup periods.  Nearly 200 offers covering more than 28,500 
acres were accepted in Texas during the most recent (49th) general CRP signup period. The total 
number of general CRP acres currently in Texas is nearly 2.8 million.  

Texas landowners have enrolled more acres than anywhere else in the nation. CRP contracts were 
awarded $117.9 million in annual rental payments and cost-share benefits during crop year 2015. 
Texas issued more than $1.9 million in CRP cost shares during fiscal year 2015 for completed 
conservation activities. These results mean Texans are making a major positive impact on our 
environment. 

To learn more about FSA’s conservation programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation or contact 
a local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

Sincerely, 
Judith A. Canales 
Texas Farm Service Agency Executive Director 

 
USDA Offers New Loans for Portable Farm Storage and 
Handling Equipment 
Portable Equipment Can Help Producers, including Small-Scale and Local Farmers, Get 
Products to Market Quickly 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will provide a new financing option to help farmers purchase 
portable storage and handling equipment. The loans, which now include a smaller microloan option 
with lower down payments, are designed to help producers, including new, small and mid-sized 
producers, grow their businesses and markets. 

The program also offers a new “microloan” option, which allows applicants seeking less than 
$50,000 to qualify for a reduced down payment of five percent and no requirement to provide three 
years of production history. Farms and ranches of all sizes are eligible. The microloan option is 
expected to be of particular benefit to smaller farms and ranches, and specialty crop producers who 
may not have access to commercial storage or on-farm storage after harvest. These producers can 
invest in equipment like conveyers, scales or refrigeration units and trucks that can store 
commodities before delivering them to markets. Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of 
commercial credit availability to apply. 

Earlier this year, FSA significantly expanded the list of commodities eligible for Farm Storage Facility 
Loan. Eligible commodities now include aquaculture; floriculture; fruits (including nuts) and 
vegetables; corn, grain sorghum, rice, oilseeds, oats, wheat, triticale, spelt, buckwheat, lentils, 
chickpeas, dry peas, sugar, peanuts, barley, rye, hay, honey, hops, maple sap, unprocessed meat 
and poultry, eggs, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, and renewable biomass. FSFL microloans can also 
be used to finance wash and pack equipment used post-harvest before a commodity is placed in 
cold storage. 

To learn more about Farm Storage Facility Loans, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport or contact a 
local FSA county office. To find your local FSA county office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 
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USDA Expands Safety-Net for Dairy Operations Adding Next-
Generation Family Members 
Dairy farms participating in the Margin Protection Program (MPP) can now update their production 
history when an eligible family member joins the operation. The voluntary program, established by 
the 2014 Farm Bill, protects participating dairy producers when the margin – the difference between 
the price of milk and feed costs – falls below levels of protection selected by the applicant. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) published a final rule 
which makes these changes effective on April 13, 2016. Any dairy operation already enrolled in the 
Margin Protection Program that had an intergenerational transfer occur will have an opportunity to 
increase the dairy operations production history during the 2017 registration and annual coverage 
election period. The next election period begins on July 1, 2016, and ends on Sept. 30, 2016. For 
intergenerational transfers occurring on or after July 1, 2016, notification must be made to the FSA 
within 60 days of purchasing the additional cows. Each participating dairy operation is authorized 
one intergenerational transfer at any time of its choosing until 2018. 

For $100 a year, dairy producers can receive basic catastrophic protection that covers 90 percent of 
milk production at a $4 margin coverage level. For additional premiums, operations can protect 25 to 
90 percent of production history with margin coverage levels from $4.50 to $8, in 50 cent 
increments. Annual enrollment in the program is required in order to receive margin protection. The 
final rule also provides improved risk protection for dairy farmers that pay premiums to buy-up 
higher levels of coverage by clarifying that 90 percent of production is covered below the $4 level 
even if a lower percentage was selected above the $4 margin.  

Earlier this year, FSA gave producers the opportunity to pay their premium through additional 
options including via their milk cooperative or handler. This rule facilitates those options and also 
clarifies that the catastrophic level protection at $4 will always cover 90 percent of the production 
history, even if a producer selected a less than a 90 percent percentage for the buy-up coverage. 

Assuming current participation, had the Margin Protection Program existed from 2009 to 2014, 
premiums and fees would have totaled $500 million while providing producers with $2.5 billion in 
financial assistance, nearly $1 billion more than provided by the old Milk Income Loss Contract 
program during the same period. 

For more information, visit FSA online at www.fsa.usda.gov/dairy or stop by a local FSA office and 
ask about the Margin Protection Program. To find a local FSA office in your area, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
FSA Leadership Discusses Important Updates to Commodity 
Loan Programs 
During periods of low commodity prices, producers often turn to Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
commodity loan programs for assistance.  

FSA offers Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL), Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP), and the recently 
reauthorized Commodity Exchange Certificates.  

FSA leadership and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service experts discuss available commodity 
loan programs, eligibility requirements, payment limitations and adjusted gross income (AGI) 
guidelines:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OtBWvm_5TGo&feature=youtu.be 
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Changing Administrative Counties 
Producers who wish to transfer their farm records to a different administrative county for Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2016 must file a request no later than August 1, 2016.  Restrictions do apply when transferring 
to an office other than the county in which the land is physically located.  Contact your local FSA 
office for more information.  

 
Final Planting Dates 
All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final 
planting date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so 
please contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. The timely 
planting of a crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits.  

 
Fire Management on CRP Acres 
Landowners who participate in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) are responsible for fire 
management on their CRP acreage. Fireguard technical practices should be outlined in the 
Conservation Plan of Operations (CPO).  

Landowners must complete the necessary management activities outside of the Primary Nesting 
Season. In Texas, the Primary Nesting Season is March 1 through June1 for grazing benefits 
and March 1 through July 1 for all other activities. The goal is to suppress the amount of fuel in the 
event of a wildfire while still promoting the diversity of the conservation cover.  

FSA encourages producers to be proactive in preventing the spread of wildfire. Fire management 
includes installing firebreaks, which should be included in the contract support document and 
installed according to NRCS firebreak standards.   

Barren firebreaks will only be allowed in high risk areas, such as transportation corridors, rural 
communities, and adjacent farmsteads. A conservationist must certify that there will not be an 
erosion hazard from the barren firebreak. If erosion becomes a problem, remedial action will be 
taken 

 
USDA Offers Flood Impacted State Farmers and Ranchers 
Immediate Disaster Assistance 
Farm Service Agency Stands Ready to Assist Agricultural Producers Slammed by Recent 
Heavy Rains  

Texas Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers across the state of federal farm 
program benefits that may be available to help eligible producers recover from recent heavy rains 
and flooding. 

FSA offers disaster assistance and low-interest loan programs to assist agricultural producers in 
their recovery efforts following floods or similar qualifying natural disasters. Available programs and 
loans include:  

  

• Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) - provides financial assistance to 
producers of non-insurable crops when low yields, loss of inventory, or prevented planting 
occur due to natural disasters (includes native grass for grazing). Eligible producers must 
have purchased NAP coverage for 2015 crops. 



• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) - offers payments to eligible producers for livestock 
death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather. Eligible losses may 
include those determined by FSA to have been caused by hurricanes, floods, blizzards, 
wildfires, tropical storms, tornados lightening, extreme heat, and extreme cold. Producers 
will be required to provide verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible 
adverse weather event and must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 
calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.  

• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) – provides assistance to eligible orchardists and nursery 
tree growers for qualifying tree, shrub and vine losses due to natural disaster.  

• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) - provides emergency relief for losses due to feed or water shortages, disease, 
adverse weather, or other conditions, which are not adequately addressed by other disaster 
programs. ELAP covers physically damaged or destroyed livestock feed that was purchased 
or mechanically harvested forage or feedstuffs intended for use as feed for the producer's 
eligible livestock. In order to be considered eligible, harvested forage must be baled; forage 
that is only cut, raked or windrowed is not eligible. Producers must submit a notice of loss to 
their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent. ELAP also 
covers up to 150 lost grazing days in instances when a producer has been forced to remove 
livestock from a grazing pasture due to floodwaters. For beekeepers, ELAP covers beehive 
losses (the physical structure) in instances where the hive has been destroyed by a natural 
disaster including flooding, high winds and tornadoes. 

• Emergency Loan Program – Available to producers with agriculture operations located in a 
county under a primary or contiguous Secretarial Disaster designation. These low interest 
loans help producers recover from production and physical losses due to drought, flooding. 

• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) - provides emergency funding for farmers and  
ranchers to rehabilitate land severely damaged by natural disasters; includes fence loss.  

• HayNet - is an Internet-based Hay and Grazing Net Ad Service allowing farmers and 
ranchers to share 'Need Hay' ads and 'Have Hay' ads online. Farmers also can use another 
feature to post advertisements for grazing land, specifically ads announcing the availability 
of grazing land or ads requesting a need for land to graze. www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet. 

To establish or retain FSA program eligibility, farmers and ranchers must report prevented planting 
and failed acres (crops and grasses). Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form FSA-
576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by 
FSA and Risk Management Agency (RMA).  

 
Filing a Notice of Loss 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be 
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for 
all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP), you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office 
within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 calendar 
days after the normal harvest date.  

Producers of hand-harvested crops must notify FSA of damage or loss through the administrative 
County Office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first becomes apparent. This notification 
can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or phone. Producers who notify the County Office by 
any method other than by filing the CCC-576 are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, 
within the required 15 calendar days. 

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days 
of the final planting date for the crop.   

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/haynet


 
 

Report Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death 
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced 
into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock 
owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse 
weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme 
cold.  

For 2016, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2016, and before December 31, 2016. A 
notice of loss must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent.  
Participants must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later 
than 30 calendar days after the end of the calendar year for which benefits are requested: 

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of growers contracts  
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, 
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 3%. These 
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” 
conditions. Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2016 must file both of the following: 

• Notice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when loss was apparent or by January 30, 
2017 

• An application for payment by January 30, 2017 

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must be 
planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to repay 
the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The maximum 
loan amount is $5000.  Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

• Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, 
American Samoa, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident alien  

• Be 10 years to 20 years of age 
• Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  
• Be unable to get a loan from other sources  
• Conduct modest income-producing project in supervised program of work as outlined above  
• Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance and 

assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth loan 
applicant, along with providing adequate supervision 

 Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 


