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USDA Extends Application Deadline for Dairy 
Margin Protection Program to Dec. 19 
Dairy producers urged to act now to protect their businesses against 
unpredictable market swings, take advantage of increased protections 
offered in first year of program  

The application deadline for the dairy Margin Protection Program (MPP) will 
be extended until Dec. 19, 2014.  The program, established by the 2014 
Farm Bill, protects participating dairy producers when the margin – the 
difference between the price of milk and feed costs – falls below levels of 
protection selected by the applicant.  

For just $100, a farmer can cover 90 percent of production at $4 margin 
swings, and with affordable incremental premiums, dairy farmers can cover 
up to $8 margin swings. Those who apply this year will receive a slight 
increase in production protection that will not be available in the future. 
Farmers who do not sign up for the Margin Protection Program for 2015 will 
forfeit the 1 percent base production increase.  

Producers can use the online Web resource at www.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool to 
calculate the best levels of coverage for their dairy operation. They can type 
in specific operation data and explore price projections and market scenarios 
to determine what level of coverage is best for them. The online resource is 
on a secure website that can be accessed from computers, mobile phones or 
tablets, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  

Farmers also have a chance to share comments and help shape the Margin 
Protection Program for the future. Last month, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) announced the extension of the opportunity for public 
comments on both the Margin Protection Program and the Dairy Product 
Donation Program until Dec. 15, 2014. Comments can be submitted to USDA 
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via the regulations.gov website at http://go.usa.gov/GJSA or send them by 
mail to: Danielle Cooke, Special Programs Manager, Price Support Division, 
FSA, USDA, STOP 0512, 1400 Independence Ave. SW, Washington, D.C., 
20250-0512.  

To learn more about the Margin Protection Program for dairy, contact your 
local USDA Farm Service Agency county office at offices.usda.gov or visit us 
on the Web at www.fsa.usda.gov 

 
2015 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers 
are encouraged to visit the Name County FSA office to file an accurate crop 
certification report by the applicable deadline.  

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Utah:  

December 15, 2014: Fall forage seeding, perennial forage, fall-seeded small 
grains 

January 15, 2015:  Apples, cherries, peaches 

June 15, 2015:  Spring forage seeding 

July 15, 2015:   Alfalfa seed, all other crops 

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, 
then the acreage must be reported no later than 15 calendar days 
after planting is completed.  

• If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage 
reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later than 30 
calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate 
documentation must be provided to the county office.  

• If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover 
only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,” then the acreage 
must be reported by July 15th.  

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should 
note that the acreage reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of 
the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the 
crop begins.  

 

 
Livestock Disaster Assistance Sign-up Underway 

Livestock disaster program enrollment opened on April 15, 2014. These disaster programs are authorized by the 2014 
Farm Bill as permanent programs and provide retroactive authority to cover losses that occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011.  

Eligible producers can sign-up for the following livestock disaster assistance programs:  

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP):  

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered grazing losses due to drought on privately 
owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. Eligible producers must physically be located in a county 
affected by a qualifying drought during the normal grazing period for the county. Producers who suffered eligible grazing 
losses should submit a completed CCC-853 and supporting documentation by January 30, 2015.  
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Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP):  

LIP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered livestock death losses in excess of normal 
mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected 
by federal law. Producers who suffered livestock death losses should submit a notice of loss and an application for 
payment to their local FSA office by January 30, 2015.  

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP):  

The enrollment deadline for the 2014 Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) is Nov. 3, 2014. The deadline for 2012 and 2013 ELAP has already passed.  

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish that have losses 
due to disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires. ELAP assistance is provided for 
losses not covered by LFP and LIP. For 2014 program year losses, the notice of loss and an application for payment must 
be submitted by November 3, 2014.  

For more information, producers can review the LFP, LIP and ELAP Fact Sheets on the Farm Bill webpage. Producers 
are encouraged to make an appointment with their local FSA office to apply for these programs.  

Eligible producers can sign-up for the following livestock disaster assistance programs:  

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP):  

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered grazing losses due to drought on privately 
owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. Eligible producers must physically be located in a county 
affected by a qualifying drought during the normal grazing period for the county. Producers who suffered eligible grazing 
losses should submit a completed CCC-853 and supporting documentation by January 30, 2015.  

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP):  

LIP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered livestock death losses in excess of normal 
mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected 
by federal law. Producers who suffered livestock death losses should submit a notice of loss and an application for 
payment to their local FSA office by January 30, 2015.  

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP):  

The enrollment deadline for the 2014 Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program 
(ELAP) is Nov. 3, 2014. The deadline for 2012 and 2013 ELAP has already passed.  

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish that have losses 
due to disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires. ELAP assistance is provided for 
losses not covered by LFP and LIP. For 2014 program year losses, the notice of loss and an application for payment must 
be submitted by November 3, 2014.  

For more information, producers can review the LFP, LIP and ELAP Fact Sheets on the Farm Bill webpage. Producers 
are encouraged to make an appointment with their local FSA office to apply for these programs.  

 
Filing for NAP Losses 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by any 
producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including grasses. For losses 
on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a CCC-
576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become 
apparent.  

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final planting 
date for the crop.   
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2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 Average Adjusted Gross Income 
Compliance Reviews 
The AGI verification and compliance reviews for 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 are conducted on producers who the IRS 
indicated may have exceeded the adjusted gross income limitations described in [7 CFR 1400.500]. Based on this review, 
producers will receive determinations of eligibility or ineligibility.  

If the producer is determined to have exceeded the average AGI limitation of $900,000, receivables will be established for 
payments earned directly or indirectly by the producer subject to the $900,000 limitation. The Utah FSA Office has begun 
notifying producers selected for review. If you have any questions about the review process or determinations, please 
contact the Utah FSA Office at (801) 524-4530. Producers who receive initial debt notification letters may only appeal the 
amount of the debt to their local FSA office.  Adverse determinations become administratively final 30 days from the date 
of the adverse determination letter and can only be reopened if exceptional circumstances exist that prevented the 
producer from timely filing the appeal.  

 
Microloan Cap Grows to $50,000  
Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers that the FSA borrowing limit for microloans increased from 
$35,000 to $50,000, effective Nov. 7. Microloans offer borrowers simplified lending with less paperwork.  

The microloan change allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional $15,000 in loans using a 
simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans are part of USDA’s continued commitment to 
small and midsized farming operations.  

To complement the microloan program additional changes to FSA eligibility requirements will enhance beginning farmers 
and ranchers access to land, a key barrier to entry level producers. FSA policies related to farm experience have changed 
so that other types of skills may be considered to meet the direct farming experience required for farm ownership loan 
eligibility. Operation or management of non-farm businesses, leadership positions while serving in the military or 
advanced education in an agricultural field will now count towards the experience applicants need to show when applying 
for farm ownership loans.  

Since 2010, FSA has made a record amount of farm loans — more than 165,000 loans totaling nearly $23 billion. More 
than 50 percent of USDA’s farm loans now go to beginning farmers. In addition, FSA has increased its lending to socially-
disadvantaged producers by nearly 50 percent since 2010.  

Please review the FSA Microloan Program Fact Sheet for program application, eligibility and related information.  

 
Beginning Farmer Loans 
FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can 
provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a 
person who:  

• Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years  
• Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm  
• Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program sponsored by 

FSA  
• Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.  

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local USDA Service 
Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 
Dates to Remember 

 
February 27, 2015:  ARC/PLC Base and Yield Update 
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March 15, 2015:  NAP Spring Crop Deadline 

March 31, 2015:  ARC/PLC Program Election 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or 
call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice 
users). 
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