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COUNTY COMMITTEE (COC)
ELECTION RESULTS

Congratulations to Jason Westover! Jason was
elected to represent farmers from Cove, Lewiston,
Richmond, Smithfield, Hyde Park and North
Logan on the COC. The election results for Local
Administrative Area 2 are:

Jason Westover—Elected to the COC
Bill Wright—Ist alternate to the COC

FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking the
time to complete the election ballot. The COC
system works only because of your participation.

The committee members held their organizational
meeting on January 3,2011. Mervin Thompson
will serve as COC chairperson, Jay Rinderknecht
as vice chairperson, and Jason Westover as regular
member.

FARMING OPERATION CHANGES

If you have bought or sold land, or if you have
added or dropped rented land from your operation,
make sure you report the changes to the office as
soon as possible. You need to provide a copy of
your deed or recorded land contract for purchased
property. Failure to maintain accurate records with
FSA on all land you have an interest in can lead to
possible program ineligibility and penalties.

Making the record changes now will save you time
in the spring. Update signature authorization when
changes in the operation occur. Producers are
reminded to contact the office of a change in
operations on a farm so that records can be kept
current and accurate.

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE

Any person who is convicted under federal or state
law of a controlled substance violation could be
ineligible for USDA payments or benefits.
Violations include planting, harvesting or growing
a prohibited plant. Prohibited plants include
marijuana, opium, poppies and other drug
producing plants.

NEWSLETTER

DCP SIGNUP UNDERWAY

Signup has started for the 2011 Direct and Counter
-cyclical Payment (DCP) program for farms with
base acres. Signup will continue until June 1,
2011.

FSA computes DCP Program payments using base

acres and payment yields established for each farm.
Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates

established by statute regardless of market prices.

For 2011 you may request to receive advance
direct payments based on 22% of the direct
payment for each commodity associated with the
farm. Counter-cyclical payment rates vary
depending on market prices and are issued only
when the effective price for a commodity is
statutorily set below its target price.

Note** For 2012, there will be no advance direct
payments.

LIMITED RESOURCE & LOANS FOR
THE SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED

FSA has a number of loan programs available to
assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type
loans and/or purchase or improve farms or ranches.
While all qualified producers are eligible to apply
for these loan programs, the FSA has provided
priority funding for members of socially
disadvantaged applicants.

A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a
group whose members have been subjected to
racial, ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or
her identity as members of the group without
regard to his or her individual qualities. For
purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged
groups are women, African Americans, American
Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian
Americans, and Pacific Islanders.

If producers or their spouses believe they would
qualify as socially disadvantaged, they should
contact their local FSA office for details. FSA
loans are only available to applicants who meet all
eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain the
needed credit elsewhere.



SURE SIGNUP

Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue
Assistance Program (SURE) began January 10,
2011. SURE provides benefits for farm revenue
losses due to natural disasters. For SURE, all crops
must be covered by crop insurance, NAP or be
eligible for waivers.

A farm enrolled in SURE is eligible when either:

e aportion of the farm is located in a county
covered by a qualifying natural disaster
declaration (USDA Secretarial Declarations
only) or a contiguous county; or,

e the actual production is less than 50% of the
normal production.

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS

Special accommodations will be made upon
request for individuals with disabilities, vision
impairment or hearing impairment. If
accommodations are required, individuals should
contact the county FSA office staff directly or by
phone.

FSA SIGNATURE POLICY

Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf
of each other for FSA and Commodity Credit
Corporation programs in which either has an
interest. This option is automatically available
unless a written request for exclusion is made to

the county office staff by either spouse.

There are exceptions to the rule, where spouses
may not sign on behalf of each other for
partnerships, joint ventures, corporations or other
similar entities.

Individual signatures are also required on certain
Farm Loan Program and Farm Storage Facility
Loan documents.

For more clarification on spousal signature
authority, feel free to contact your local FSA
office.

POWER OF ATTORNEY

For those who find it difficult to visit the county
office personally because of work schedules,
distance, health, etc., FSA has a power of attorney
form available that enables you to designate
another person to conduct your business at the
office. If you are interested, please contact our
office or any Farm Service Agency office near you
for more information.

PAYMENT ELIGIBILITY

Program payments are limited by direct attribution
to individuals or entities. A legal entity is defined
as an entity created under Federal or State law that
owns land or an agricultural commodity, product or
livestock. Through direct attribution, payment
limitation is based on the total payments received
by the individual, both directly and indirectly.

Qualifying spouses are eligible to be considered
separate persons for payment limitation purposes,
rather than being automatically combined under
one limitation. Individuals and entities must be
“actively engaged in farming” with respect to a
farming operation in order to be eligible for
specified payments and benefits.

To be “actively engaged in farming,” the individual
or entity must make significant contributions to the
farming operation of: (1) capital, equipment, land,
or a combination; and (2) personal labor or active
personal management, or a combination.

Payments and benefits under certain FSA programs

are subject to some or all of the following:

e payment limitation by direct attribution

e payment limitation amounts for the applicable
programs

e actively engaged in farming requirements

e cash-rent tenant rule

e foreign person rule average AGI limitations

No program benefits subject to limitation will be

provided until:

e all required forms for the specific situation are
provided; and

e necessary payment eligibility and Payment
limitation determinations are made

After 2009, a farm operating plan is not required to

be filed annually, if the:

e farming operation continues to be conducted
as reflected on the farm operating plan and
supporting documents are on file in the County
Office

e if any changes occur that could affect an
actively engaged in farming, cash-rent tenant,
foreign person, or average Adjusted Gross
Income (AGI) determination, producers must
timely notify the County Office by filing
revised farm operating plans and/or supporting
documentation, as applicable. Failure to timely
notify the County Office may adversely affect
payment eligibility.



NONINSURED CROP DISASTER
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (NAP)

The NAP is a federally funded program that helps
producers reduce their risk when growing food and
fiber crops, specialty crops and crops for livestock
feed. These benefits are only available for crops
for which the catastrophic level of crop insurance
is not available. Application for coverage must be
filed by the applicable crop’s application closing
date.

Production records for all crops must be reported to
FSA no later than the acreage reporting date for the
crop for the following year. FSA requires that any
production reported in a loss year be verifiable
according to Agency specifications.

NAP Losses must be reported within 15 days of
loss.

FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOANS

Low cost financing for storage facilities is
available for qualifying producers to build or
remodel farm storage facilities for a variety of
commodities, including wheat, rice, soybeans,
corn, hay, renewable biomass, and cold storage for
fruits and vegetables.

The low interest rate changes monthly and is based
on the rate of interest charged on Treasury
Securities of comparable term. Loan terms of 7, 10
and 12 years are available for the purchase and
installation of new, eligible storage facilities or
permanently affixed drying and handling
equipment or for new components used to remodel
existing facilities.

Eligible facilities include conventional type bins or
cribs, new or remanufactured oxygen-limiting
upright and bunker silos, new permanently affixed
structures suitable for storing hay and renewable
biomass, and new cold storage facilities suitable
for storing the fruits and vegetables produced by
the borrower.

Loan limits are up to $500,000.

Loan terms: $100,000 or less — 7 years;
$100,000.01 - $250,000 — 7 or 10 years;
$250,000.01 - $500,000 — 7, 10 or 12 years.

Sign-up is continuous, as long as CCC funds are
available.

FOREIGN BUYERS NOTIFICATION

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure
Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S.
agricultural land to report their holdings to the

Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service
Agency administers this program for USDA.

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have
purchased or sold agricultural land in the county
are required to report the transaction to FSA within
90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the
AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil
penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market
value of the property.

County government offices, Realtors, attorneys and
others involved in real estate transactions are
reminded to notify foreign investors of these
reporting requirements.

NEW CRP SIGNUP TO BEGIN IN
MARCH

USDA’s Farm Service Agency will hold a
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) general
signup from March 14 through April 15, 2011.

CRP is a voluntary program that helps agricultural
producers use environmentally sensitive land for
conservation benefits. Producers enrolled in CRP
plant long-term resource-conserving covers to
control soil erosion, improve water and air quality
and develop wildlife habitat. In return, FSA
provides participants with rental payments and cost
-share assistance. Contract duration is between 10
to 15 years. Accepted contracts for sign-up 41 will
begin on October 1, 2011.

Land that is not currently enrolled in CRP may be
offered for enrollment during CRP sign-up 41. In
addition, CRP participants with contracts expiring
on September 30, 2011 may submit offers.

To be eligible for placement in general sign-up
CRP, land must be cropland that is planted or
considered planted to an agricultural commodity
four of the six crop years from 2002 to 2007, and
be physically and legally capable of being planted
in a normal manner to an agricultural commodity.

Alfalfa or other multiyear grasses and legumes

grown in a rotation not to exceed 12 years may be

eligible for this year. In addition to the eligible

land requirements, for general sign-up, cropland

must meet one of the following criteria:

e Have a weighted average erosion index of
eight or higher;

e Be expiring CRP acreage or;

e Be located in a national or state CRP
conservation priority area.

To submit CRP offers, producers must visit their
local FSA office. FSA will accept offers only
during the sign-up period (March 14 through April
15,2011).
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Farmer's Share of Retail Food Dollar
December 2010

Retail Farmer's

Product (unit) Price Share Change March 7 COC Meeting

Multi-purpose Flour (5 1bS.)....c.ceeveveennene. $2.59.....80.73.....+ ; -

Bread (Wonder, 1 1b. 10af)...... ............. $3.79.....$0.15.....+ March 15 g‘gr.lupgeafléné for NAP Coverage for

Wheaties, (15 0Z.)..vveveeereeeeeeeeeeererenen. $5.19......80.11.....+ pring 1-anted --1ops

Soda (corn) 2 liter cola........cceevevrveuennnne. $1.09.......$0.08......= April 4 COC Meeting

Milk (1 gallon, fat free)........ccocervrvereennee. $4.39.....81.43.......- . . .

Potat(()esg(Russet, 10 lb)s.)** ..................... $4.39......80.52....- April 15 Deadline for CRP General Sign-Up 41

Potato ChlpS (Lays Classic 13.5 OZ.)**.. $3.99...... .$0.08...... = June 1 S]gnup Deadlines for ACRE & DCP

ggrel(;l;ieasrs(éﬁlis(ep(elr 113% ............................. %gg ....... i});l; . :r Tune 30 Deadline for Acreage Reports

Bacon (1 10.).cciveiieiiieieieeeeeeeee $3.99......80.52.....+ Within 15 days Notice of Crop _LOSS under NAP program

Top Sirloin Steak (1 16.)....vveeerrreeene.. $4.49......80.98.....+ after disaster or ~ |must be filed with County Office

Eggs (1 doz. AA-L)...coooeereeeeeeeeene. $2.69......$1.08.......- loss becomes

Carrots (fresh. 2 1b8.)...ccoeeviivieiecrieiene $2.99....... $0.89.....+ apparent

Lettuce (head, 2 le) ................................ $219 ....... $040 eeeeam Wlthll’l 30 days Of Emergency Livestock Assistance Program
. loss Signup Deadline

* Retail prices: based on store brand except where noted from - -

Safeway, Washington, D.C., December 30, 2010. Before losing Lgan Deficiency Payment for Qram,

** Potato Farmer's Share reflects November prices. ownership & Ollse.e d Crops, WQOI’ or Mohair

control of crop or Application Deadline

Change indicates increase or decrease in farmer's share from the wool

previous month. Purchase and/or Sale of Farm Land

View a printable version of Farmer's Share. Taken from ASAP Reported to County Office

"Agricultural Prices," USDA/NASS.

Change in Farm Operation from Individual,

e to Partnership, to LLC, to Trust, etc.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866)
632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.
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