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COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION
(COC) RESULTS

Congratulations to Jordan Hatch! Jordan was
elected to represent farmers from Huntington,
Lawrence, Cleveland, and Elmo on the county
committee. Jordan was elected to his first
consecutive term. The election results for Local
Administrative Area #1 are:

Jordan Hatch — Elected to the COC,
Jim Atwood — 1* alternate to COC,
Eugene Winder — 2™ alternate to COC

FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking the
time to complete the election ballot. The COC
system works only because of your participation.
The COC members held their organizational
meeting in January and determined that Dennis
Tuttle will serve as chairman and Bill Butcher will
serve as vice-chairman.

NONINSURED CROP DISASTER
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (NAP)

The NAP is a federally funded program that helps
producers reduce their risk when growing food and
fiber crops, specialty crops and crops for livestock
feed. These benefits are only available for crops
for which the catastrophic level of crop insurance
is not available. Application for coverage must be
filed by the applicable crop’s application closing
date.

Production records for all crops must be reported to
FSA no later than the acreage reporting date for the
crop for the following year. FSA requires that any
production reported in a loss year be verifiable
according to Agency specifications. NAP Losses
must be reported within 15 days of loss.

DIRECT & COUNTER-CYCLICAL
PAYMENT PROGRAM (DCP)

Signup for the DCP occurs annually with a June 1
deadline. FSA will not accept any late-filed
applications. Signup in the ACRE option is also
available through June 1 each year. If you elect the
ACRE option, you are committed to this option
through 2012, but you are still required to enroll
annually by June 1.
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FSA computes DCP payments using base acres and
payment yields established for each farm. Eligible
producers receive direct payments at rates
established by statute regardless of market prices.
Each year you may request to receive advance
direct payments based on 22 percent of the direct
payment for each commodity associated with the
farm. Counter-cyclical payment rates vary
depending on market prices and are issued only
when the effective price for a commodity is
statutorily set below its target price.

The electronic DCP (or eDCP) service will save
you time, reduce paperwork and speed up contract
processing at FSA offices. It is available to anyone
eligible to participate in the DCP Program. To
access this online service, you must have an active
USDA eAuthentication Level 2 account, which
requires filling out an online registration form at
www.eauth.egov.usda followed by a visit to the
local USDA Service Center for identity
verification.

GENERAL FARM LOAN
PROGRAMS

FSA offers loans for farmers and ranchers to
purchase farmland and finance agricultural
operations. FSA loan programs are designed to
help producers who are temporarily unable to
obtain private or commercial credit. In many
cases, applicants are beginning farmers who have
insufficient net worth to qualify for financing
through a commercial lender. In other instances,
borrowers might have suffered setbacks from
natural disasters or might be persons with limited
resources. Farm ownership loans or farm operating
loans may be obtained as direct loans for a
maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed loans
can reach a maximum indebtedness of $1,094,000.

Emergency loans are always direct loans for
farmers who may have suffered physical or
production losses in disaster areas designated by a
Presidential or Secretarial disaster declaration.
Rural Youth Loans, Loans to Beginning Farmers
and loans for socially disadvantaged applicants are
also available through FSA. For detailed
information regarding loans and loan eligibility,
contact the county office for an appointment with a
farm loan representative.
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Farm Operating Loans can be used to pay for
annual operating expenses, equipment and
livestock purchases.

Farm Ownership loans can be used to purchase or
enlarge a farm or ranch, or construct essential farm
buildings and improvements.

GENERAL ELIGIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS FOR FARM
LOANS

e Must be a U.S. Citizen

e Legal capacity to incur the loan obligation

e Unable to obtain sufficient credit elsewhere

¢ Not delinquent on a federal debt

e Not have had a previous loan which resulted in a
loss to the Agency (with certain exceptions)

o Satisfactory credit history

e No disqualification from Crop Insurance
violations

e No conviction for controlled substance

e Demonstrate management, education, on-the-job
training or farming experience

CONSERVATION LOAN (CL)
PROGRAM

The FSA makes and guarantees conservation loans
to promote conservation on farms and ranches to
conserve our natural resources. Many farmers who
need and want to implement conservation measures
on their land do not have the “up front” funds
available to implement these practices. The goal of
FSA’s CL Program is to provide farmers access to
credit to implement these practices.

CL funds can be used to implement a conservation
practice such as reducing soil erosion, improving
water quality and promoting sustainable and
organic agricultural practices. Interested applicants
should contact the FSA office for more information
on this loan program.

SURE SIGNUP

Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue
Assistance Program (SURE) began Jan. 10, 2011.
SURE provides benefits for farm revenue losses
due to natural disasters. For SURE, all crops must
be covered by crop insurance, NAP or be eligible
for waivers.

A farm enrolled in SURE is eligible when either:

a portion of the farm is located in a county covered
by a qualifying natural disaster declaration (USDA
Secretarial Declarations only) or a contiguous
county; or the actual production is less than 50% of
the normal production.

FARMING OPERATION CHANGES

If you have bought or sold land, or if you have
added or dropped rented land from your operation,
make sure you report the changes to FSA as soon
as possible. Please provide a copy of your deed or
recorded land contract for purchased property.
Failure to maintain accurate records with FSA on
all land you have an interest in can lead to possible
program ineligibility and penalties. Making the
record changes now will save you time in the
spring. Signature authorization should also be
updated when changes in the operation occur.

HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND AND
WETLAND CONSERVATION
COMPLIANCE

Landowners and operators are reminded that in
order to receive payments from USDA, compliance
with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland
Conservation (WC) provisions are required.
Farmers with HEL determined soils are reminded
of tillage, crop residue, and rotation requirements
as specified per their conservation plan.

Producers are to notify the FSA office prior to
conducting land clearing or drainage projects to
insure compliance. Failure to obtain advance
approval for any of these situations can result in the
loss of eligibility and all Federal payments.

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS

Special accommodations will be made upon
request for individuals with disabilities, vision
impairment or hearing impairment. If
accommodations are required, individuals should
contact the county FSA office staff directly or by
phone.

CUSTOMER STATEMENT

January signals the beginning of a new year, and a
time to starting thinking about filing taxes.
Producers who have signed up for a USDA
eAuthentication Level 2 account will be able to
access their farm data via their Customer
Statement. The Customer Statement puts a range
of USDA services and programs into a single
report that’s at your fingertips and available online,
24 hours a day, seven days a week. It allows
USDA customers to view their participation,
application, and payment status in various
commodity and conservation programs;
information on farm loans; and conservation plan
and land unit information.

IRS FORM 1099-G

Producers annually receive CCC-1099-G, detailing
payments producers have received from the



Commodity Credit Corporation. The annual report
of program payments on CCC-1099-G is a service
intended to help our customers report taxable
income. It is not intended to replace the producers’
responsibilities to report income to IRS.

FSA staff cannot interpret IRS regulations or
advise producers about which payments to report
on their income tax returns. However, county
office staff can review payments for accuracy.

COUNTY COMMITTEE (COC)
ADVISORS

FSA COC Advisors are a valued voice for
underrepresented groups and socially
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers. COC
members and their CEDs actively reach out to
producer groups who are underrepresented on
COCs. The COC shall have submitted the name of
their nominee to the state committee for
confirmation, no later than February 1 of each year.

Eligibility requirements for COC advisor nominee

include:

e Be actively participating in farming or ranching
in the county or area

¢ Be willing and able to serve as an advisor, if
appointed

¢ Indicate in writing a willingness and ability to
serve

e COC advisors serve for a 12-month period not to
exceed 9 consecutive years beginning March 1
each year.

Duties and Responsibilities of COC Advisors

include:

e Attending each COC meeting, including
executive sessions

o Participating in all deliberations

¢ Increasing awareness of and participation in FSA
activities, including elections, by eligible voters
to ensure that socially disadvantaged group
problems and viewpoints are understood and
considered in FSA actions

¢ Helping to develop interest and incentives in
socially disadvantaged group members for
considering FSA work as a career

o Actively soliciting candidates from socially
disadvantaged groups for nomination during the
election process

e Able to perform special duties at COC’s request.

COUNTY COMMITTEE (COC)
ELECTIONS

Since COC elections happen only once a year, here
is an election refresher. For election purposes,
counties are divided into local administrative
areas, or LAAs. Each LAA selects one producer
to serve a three-year term on the FSA COC. Each
year, an election is held in an LAA to replace the

committee member whose three year term is
expiring. In counties with three LAAs, one seat is
up for election. In combined counties in some
years, two seats may be up for election.

COUNTY COMMITTEE (COC)
NOMINATIONS

Producers who reside in the LAA holding the
election and who participate or cooperate in an
FSA program and are of legal voting age may be
nominated to serve on the county committee.
Individuals may nominate themselves or others as
candidates. Also, organizations representing
socially disadvantaged farmers or ranchers may
also nominate candidates.

The nomination form, FSA-669A, is available at
the county office or may be downloaded online at
www.fsa.usda.gov . To be valid, the nomination
form must be signed by the person being
nominated, indicating agreement to serve if
elected. The completed nomination form must be
returned to the county office by the close of
business on Aug. 1, or postmarked by midnight
Aug. 1,2011.

COUNTY COMMITTEE (COC)
VOTING

Agricultural producers of legal voting age can vote
if they participate or cooperate in any FSA
program. A person who is not of legal voting age
but supervises and conducts the farming operations
on an entire farm can also vote. No one can be
denied the right to vote because of race, color,
national origin, sex, religion, age, disability,
political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or
family status.

CANDIDATE ELIGIBILITY

To hold office as a COC member, a person must

meet the basic eligibility criteria:

e Participate or cooperate in a program
administered by FSA

¢ Be eligible to vote in a COC election

e Reside in the LAA in which the person is a
candidate.

And, not have been:

e Removed or disqualified from the office of COC
member, alternate or employee

e Removed for cause from any public office or
have been convicted of fraud, larceny,
embezzlement or any other felony

e Dishonorably discharged from any branch of the
armed forces

COC election occurs the first Monday of December
(December 5, 2011). Ballots are mailed to eligible
voters four weeks in advance of an election.
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Anyone not receiving a ballot should check with their FSA office
to verify their voting eligibility. Ballots must be returned or
postmarked by the election date.

POWER OF ATTORNEY

If you find it difficult to visit the county office personally because
of work schedules, distance, health, etc., FSA has a power of
attorney form available so you can designate another person to
conduct your business at FSA. If you are interested, please
contact our office, or any FSA office, for more information.

BANK ACCOUNT CHANGES

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically
transferred into your bank account. You must notify the county
office if your account has been changed, or if another financial
institution purchases your bank, so your payments are not delayed
due to FSA not being aware of updates to your account and/or
routing numbers.

APPEAL PROCESS

After an FSA official makes a decision on your request for USDA
services or application, you will be sent a letter informing you of
the decision and options your can pursue if you disagree.
Generally, program participants have three choices — an informal
review with the original agency decision-maker, an opportunity
for mediation, and finally an appeal to the next level of authority
within the agency.

2011 DATES TO REMEMBER

Office Closed - George Washington’s

Feb. 21 Birthday

March 3 COC Meeting

June 1 Signup Deadlines for ACRE & DCP
June 30 Deadline for Acreage Reports
August 1 COC Nominations Due

December 5 COC Election Ballots Due in County

Office or Postmarked

disaster or loss

Within 15 days after

becomes apparent

Notice of Crop Loss must be filed with
County Office

Within 30 days of loss

Emergency Livestock Assistance
Program Signup Deadline

Before losing

of crop or wool

ownership & control

Loan Deficiency Payment for Grain,
Oilseed Crops, Wool, or Mohair
Application Deadline

Purchase and/or Sale of Farm Land

ASAP Reported to County Office
Change in Farm Operation from
ASAP Individual, to Partnership, to LLC, to

Trust, etc.

opportunity provider and employer.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866)
632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal
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