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NEWSLETTER 

ACREAGE REPORTING 
 
Filing an accurate acreage report at your local FSA 
office can prevent the loss of benefits for a variety 
of programs. Failed acreage is acreage that was 
timely planted with the intent to harvest, but 
because of disaster related conditions, the crop 
failed before it could be brought to harvest. 
Prevented planting must be reported no later than 
15 days after the final planting date. Annual 
acreage reports are required for most Farm Service 
Agency programs.   
 
The crop reporting deadline for Wayne County is 
JUNE 30, 2011.  
 

NONINSURED CROP DISASTER 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (NAP) 

 
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) is a federally funded program that helps 
producers reduce their risk when growing food and 
fiber crops, specialty crops, and crops for livestock 
feed.  These benefits are only available for crops 
which are covered by NAP insurance.  The only 
crop in Wayne County that is not covered by NAP 
is barley harvested as grain.  NAP insurance 
includes coverage for grazing and forage crops, as 
well. Application for coverage must be filed by the 
applicable crop’s application closing date.    
 
Production records for all crops must be reported to 
FSA no later than the acreage reporting date for the 
crop for the following year.  FSA requires that any 
production reported in a loss year be verifiable 
according to Agency specifications. NAP losses 
must be reported within 15 days of loss. 

 
COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION 

RESULTS 
 
Congratulations to Darren Nelson! Darren was re-
elected to his third consecutive term to represent 
farmers from Fremont and Loa on the County 
Committee. The election results for Local 
Administrative Area #1 are: 
 
Darren Nelson— Elected to the County Committee 
(COC), 
 
DesiRee P. Johnson — 1st Alternate to COC. 

FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking the 
time to complete the election ballot. The county 
committee system works only because of your 
participation. 
 

WAYNE COUNTY NEWS 
 
Just a reminder to Wool Producers, that you must 
submit a CCC-633EZ, Loan Deficiency Payment 
(LDP) Agreement and Request, BEFORE losing 
ownership and control of your wool.  After the 
wool is shorn, you can apply for payment. 
 
Our County Committee Meetings are held on the 
first Monday of the month, at 1:00 p.m., at the 
USDA Building, at 138 South Main, Loa.  If there 
is a conflict, the COC Meeting is scheduled for the 
following Tuesday.  Some months it may not be 
necessary to hold a meeting.   
 
Meetings are open to the public. 
 

FARMING OPERATION CHANGES 
 
If you have bought or sold land, or if you have 
added or dropped rented land from your operation, 
make sure you report the changes to the office as 
soon as possible.  You need to provide a copy of 
your deed or recorded land contract for purchased 
property.  Failure to maintain accurate records with 
FSA on all land you have an interest in can lead to 
possible program ineligibility and penalties.  
Making the record changes now will save you time 
in the spring. Update signature authorization when 
changes in the operation occur.  Producers are 
reminded to contact the office of a change in 
operations on a farm so that records can be kept 
current and accurate.   
 

FSA SIGNATURE POLICY 
 
Husbands and wives may sign documents on 
behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity 
Credit Corporation programs in which either has an 
interest. This option is automatically available 
unless a written request for exclusion is made to 
the County Office Staff by either spouse.  
 
There are exceptions to the rule, where spouses 
may not sign on behalf of each other for 
partnerships, joint ventures, corporations or other 
similar entities.   



 

HIGHLY ERODIBLE LAND AND 
WETLAND CONSERVATION 

COMPLIANCE 
 
Landowners and operators are reminded that in 
order to receive payments from USDA, compliance 
with Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland 
Conservation (WC) provisions are required. 
Farmers with HEL determined soils are reminded 
of tillage, crop residue, and rotation requirements 
as specified per their conservation plan. Producers 
are to notify the USDA Farm Service Agency prior 
to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to 
insure compliance. Failure to obtain advance 
approval for any of these situations can result in 
the loss of eligibility and all Federal payments.  
 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE 
  
Any person who is convicted under federal or state 
law of a controlled substance violation could be 
ineligible for USDA payments or benefits.  
Violations include planting, harvesting, or growing 
a prohibited plant.  Prohibited plants include 
marijuana, opium, poppies, and other drug 
producing plants. 
 

POWER OF ATTORNEY 
 
For those who find it difficult to visit the County 
Office personally because of work schedules, 
distance, health, etc., FSA has a Power of Attorney 
form available that enables you to designate 
another person to conduct your business at the 
office. If you are interested, please contact our 
office at 138 South Main, Loa, or any Farm 
Service Agency Office near you, for more 
information. 
 

BANK ACCOUNT CHANGES 
 
Current policy mandates that FSA payments be 
electronically transferred into your bank account. 
In order for timely payments to be made, producers 
need to notify the FSA County Office if your 
account has been changed, or if another financial 
institution purchases your bank. Payments can be 
delayed if the FSA Office is not aware of updates 
to your account and routing numbers. 
 

APPEAL PROCESS 
 
After an FSA Official makes a decision on your 
request for USDA services or application, you will 
be sent a letter informing you of the decision and 
options you can pursue if you disagree. 
 
Generally, program participants have three choices 
— an informal review with the original agency 
decision-maker, an opportunity for mediation, and 
finally an appeal to the next level of authority 
within the agency. 

SURE SIGNUP 
 
Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue 
Assistance Program (SURE) began January 10, 
2011.  SURE provides benefits for farm revenue 
losses due to natural disasters. For SURE, all 
crops must be covered by crop insurance, NAP, or 
be eligible for waivers.  
 
A farm enrolled in SURE is eligible when either: 
 a portion of the farm is located in a county 

covered by a qualifying natural disaster 
declaration (USDA Secretarial Declarations 
only) or a contiguous county; or,  

 the actual production is less than 50% of the 
normal production. 

 
DIRECT & COUNTER-CYCLICAL 

PAYMENT PROGRAM (DCP) 
 
Signup for the Direct and Counter-Cyclical 
Payment (DCP) Program occurs annually with a 
June 1 deadline. FSA will not accept any late-
filed applications. Signup in the ACRE option is 
also available through June 1 each year. If you 
elect the ACRE option, you are committed to this 
option through 2012, but you are still required to 
enroll annually by June 1.  
 
FSA computes DCP Program payments using base 
acres and payment yields established for each farm. 
Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates 
established by statute regardless of market prices. 
Each year you may request to receive advance 
direct payments based on 22 percent of the direct 
payment for each commodity associated with the 
farm. Counter-Cyclical payment rates vary 
depending on market prices and are issued only 
when the effective price for a commodity is 
statutorily set below its target price.  
 
The electronic DCP (or eDCP) service will save 
you time, reduce paperwork, and speed up contract 
processing at FSA Offices. It is available to anyone 
eligible to participate in the DCP Program. To 
access this online service, you must have an active 
USDA eAuthentication Level 2 account, which 
requires filling out an online registration form at 
www.eauth.egov.usda, followed by a visit to the 
local USDA Service Center for identity 
verification. 
 

 CIVIL RIGHTS/DISCRIMINATION 
COMPLAINT PROCESS 

 
As a participant or applicant for programs or 
activities operated or sponsored by USDA you 
have a right to be treated fairly. If you believe you 
have been discriminated against because of your 
race, color, national origin, gender, age, religion, 
disability, or marital or familial status, you may file 
a discrimination complaint.  

http://www.eauth�


 

The complaint should be filed with the USDA 
Office of Civil Rights within 180 days of the date 
you became aware of the alleged discrimination. 
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, 
Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, 
Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, 
SW, Washington DC, 20250-9410 or call 202-720-
5964 (voice or TDD), USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 
 
A complaint must be filed within 180 calendar 
days from the date the complainant knew, or 
should have known, of the alleged discrimination. 
 

PAYMENT ELIGIBILITY AND 
PAYMENT LIMITATION AVERAGE 

ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME (AGI)  
 
For commodity and disaster programs under the 
new farm bill, the AGI limitation was reduced 
from $2.5 million from all sources to a three-year 
average non-farm AGI of $500,000.  Therefore, a 
person or entity shall not be eligible for such 
programs if the non-farm AGI exceeds $500,000. 
Also, under the new regulations, an individual or 
entity must have a 3-year average AGI less than or 
equal to $750,000 per year from farm income in 
order to qualify for direct payments issued under 
the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program.  
 
For conservation programs, the average nonfarm 
AGI limitation is $1 million or less for eligibility. 
However, an individual or entity who has non-farm 
AGI in excess of $1 million remains eligible for 
conservation programs, only if 66.66 percent or 
more of the total AGI is derived from farming, 
ranching, and forestry operations.  
 

FARM LOAN PROGRAMS 
 
Beginning Farmer and Rancher Loans 
FSA has a program to assist beginning farmers and 
or members of socially disadvantaged groups to 
finance agricultural enterprises. Under these 
designated farm loan programs, FSA can provide 
financing to eligible applicants through either 
direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a 
beginning farmer as a person who: 
 
 Has operated a farm for not more that 10 years 
 Will materially and substantially participate in 

the operation of the farm 
 Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, 

borrower training, and financial management 
program sponsored by FSA 

 Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent 
of the county’s average size. Each member of 
an entity must meet the eligibility 
requirements. 

 
Loan approval is not guaranteed. Additional 
program information, loan applications, and other 

materials are available at your local USDA Service 
Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov   
 
Down Payment Program 
FSA has a special loan program to assist socially 
disadvantaged and beginning farmers in purchasing 
a farm. Retiring farmers may use this program to 
transfer their land to future generations. 
 
To qualify: 
 The applicant must make a cash down 

payment of at least 5 percent of the purchase 
price. 

 The maximum loan amount does not exceed 
45 percent of the least of (a) the purchase price 
of the farm or ranch to be acquired; (b) the 
appraised value of the farm or ranch to be 
acquired; or (c) $500,000 (Note: This results 
in a maximum loan amount of $225,000). 

 The term of the loan is 20 years. The interest 
rate is 4 percent below the direct Farm 
Ownership loan rate, but not lower than 1.5 
percent. 

 The remaining balance may be obtained from 
a commercial lender or private party. FSA can 
provide up to a 95 percent guarantee if 
financing is obtained from a commercial 
lender. Participating lenders do not have to 
pay a guarantee fee. 

 Financing from participating lenders must 
have an amortization period of at least 30 
years and cannot have a balloon payment due 
within the first 20 years of the loan. 

 
General Farm Loan Programs 
FSA offers loans for farmers and ranchers to 
purchase farmland and finance agricultural 
operations. FSA loan programs are designed to 
help producers who are temporarily unable to 
obtain private or commercial credit. In many cases, 
applicants are beginning farmers who have 
insufficient net worth to qualify for financing 
through a commercial lender. In other instances, 
borrowers might have suffered setbacks from 
natural disasters or might be persons with limited 
resources. Farm ownership loans or farm operating 
loans may be obtained as direct loans for a 
maximum of up to $300,000.  Guaranteed loans 
can reach a maximum indebtedness of $1,094,000.  
 
Emergency loans are always direct loans for 
farmers who may have suffered physical or 
production losses in disaster areas designated by a 
Presidential or Secretarial disaster declaration. 
Rural Youth Loans, Loans to Beginning Farmers, 
and loans for Socially Disadvantaged applicants 
are also available through FSA. For detailed 
information regarding loans and loan eligibility, 
contact the County Office for an appointment with 
a Farm Loan Representative.  
 
Farm Operating Loans can be used to pay for 
annual operating expenses, equipment, and 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov�
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livestock purchases. Farm Ownership Loans can be used to 
purchase or enlarge a farm, construct essential farm buildings and 
improvements. 

 
  

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 
632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 

INTEREST RATES JANUARY  2011 

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% 

Farm Operating - Direct 1.750% 

Farm Ownership - Direct 4.500% 

Conservation Loan 4.500% 

Farm Ownership - Direct Down 
Payment, Beginning Farmer or 
Rancher 

1.500% 

Emergency – Actual Loss 3.750% 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 February 21, 2011 
Office Closed—George Washington’s 
Birthday 

March 15, 2011 
Signup Deadline for NAP Coverage for 
Spring Planted Crops 

June 1, 2011 Signup Deadlines for ACRE & DCP 

June 30, 2011 Deadline for Acreage Reports 

Within 15 days after 
disaster or loss 
becomes apparent 

Notice of Crop Loss must be filed with 
County Office 

Before losing 
ownership & control 
of crop or wool 

Loan Deficiency Payment for Grain, 
Oilseed Crops, Wool, or Mohair 
Application Deadline 

ASAP 
Purchase and/or Sale of Farm Land 
Reported to County Office 

ASAP 
Change in Farm Operation from 
Individual, to Partnership, to LLC, to 
Trust, ect. 
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