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FSA Updates

Reporting Crop Acreage

The annual requirement of reporting to the
FSA office can be referred to as crop reporting,
acreage reporting, or crop certification. Filing
an accurate and timely report for all crops and
land uses, including failed acreage, can prevent
loss of benefits for a variety of Farm Service
Agency programs. All cropland on the farm
must be reported to receive benefits from the
Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, Market-
ing Assistance Loans and Loan Deficiency
Payments.

Conservation Reserve Program acreage must
be reported to receive annual rental payments.
And, crop acreage for Non-insured Crop Disas-
ter Assistance Program (NAP) must also be re-
ported.

Crop reports, form FSA-578, Report of Acre-
age, must account for all cropland on a farm,
whether idle or planted. Producers are required
to file reports by June 30™ for small grains and
July 15" for all other crops.

For the convenience of our Washington County
producers, Eileen will be taking crop reports in
the Berlin USDA office. The dates are May 22,
June 5 and June 19. An appointment time is
required to take advantage of this opportunity,
so please call as soon as possible to schedule!

Multiple Dates Particularly for NAP Pre-
vented Planting:

Prevented planting Needs to be reported no
later than 15 calendar days after the final plant-
ing date.

Failed Acreage:

Reports of failed acreage must be filed before
disposition of the crop, and producers must be
able to establish to the satisfaction of the

county committee that the crop failed and was

prevented from being replanted through the
normal planting period because of natural dis-
aster conditions.

2007 COC Election Information

One of FSA’s responsibilities is to conduct
County Committee elections in an open man-
ner that ensures accountability. County FSA
Offices will provide local organizations repre-
senting socially disadvantaged groups with de-
tailed information about the COC election
process. FSA is reaching out to agricultural
communities to get equitable representation on
their county committees.

Groups representing socially disadvantaged
farmers and ranchers, will be actively solicited
for COC election candidates, and encouraged
to fill out a nomination form (FSA-669A).
Underrepresented farmers and ranchers are
encouraged to step up and participate in their
county’s COC election process. Producers
will notice posters and announcements dis-
played in businesses, churches, and other pub-
lic places. COC election fact sheets can be
found online at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA
under the News & Events tab on the FSA
homepage.

Measurement Service

Farmers who would like a guarantee on their
crop plantings and land use acreages can make
it official by using the FSA measurement ser-
vice. Producers must file a request with the
county office staff and pay the cost of a field
visit to have services completed on the farm.
Measurement service guarantees compliance
with a program, if the planting is limited to the
measured area. Incorrect acreage self-
certification can result in reduced program
payments, penalty, or loss of eligibility.
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Dates to Remember

Selected Interest Rates for May 22nd | Acreage Reports - Berlin
July 2006 Memorial Day — Office
90-Day Treasury Bill 5.12506 May 28th | ol Y
Farm Operating - Direct 5.0% June 5" Acreage Reports - Berlin
Farm Ownership - Direct 5.25% June 14" Flag Day — Office Open
Limited Resource 5.0% June 19" Acreage Reports - Berlin
Farm Ownership - Direct Down July 47 Independence Day — Office
Payment, Beginning Farmer or 4.0% Closed
Rancher
Emergency 3.750%
Farm Storage Facility 4.625%
Visit our Web site: http://www.fsa.usda/VT

Commodity Loans 1996-Present | 5.875%

Washington County Farmers!

Please call as soon as possible to make an ap-

pointment to file you acreage report at the BERLIN
Office. We will be there beginning at 9:00am on

May 222 June 5% and June 1911

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national ori-
gin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic informa-
tion, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all

prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of dis-
crimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800)
795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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