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Yote Counts for County Committee Elections
Votes for County Committee member from Local Administrative Area (LAA) 5 were
counted at the County Committee Meeting in December. As previously reported
Maurice Fortin was elected to continue as the representative from LLAS5. The vote
count was as follows: Heather Darby 1; Maurice Fortin 22; Darlene A. Reynolds 8.
Total ballots received was 31 which is 30% of the 105 people who could have voted.
Thanks again to all who participated!

*

YOU Must File This New Form! *

All producers expecting to receive payment benefits from FSA are required to obtain
and file Form CCC-927 (for individuals) and/or CCC-928 (for business entities) with
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). Service Centers are restricted from sending these
forms out to you in the mail. You must visit a Service Center to pick up the forms, or
obtain copies of them on the Internet. These forms must be sent to the IRS by June
15, 2010 to avoid interruption of program benefits. Please stop by the office Monday
— Friday, 8:00 — 4:30 to pick up a form, or go to http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/
eforms/mainservlet

Sodbuster & Swampbuster Compliance
FSA programs require compliance with sobbuster and swampbuster provisions ,
which require producers to follow an approved conservation system on all highly
erodible land planted to an annual crop, as determined by the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service (NRCS).

Swampbuster provisions stipulate that converting a wetland to plant crops may result
in the loss of all USDA benefits. It is strongly recommended that producers check
with NRCS before starting work in the fields.

Also, be sure to have determinations made on any new land you plan to plant to an-
nual crops. If you plan to plant a different crop on your current cropland, check with
NRCS to assure the new crop will qualify under your conservation system.

For more info, contact Corey Brink, NRCS Zone District Conservationist at 524-6505
ext. 118.

NAP Production Reporting

Producers enrolled in the Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP) are required to
provide production records for individual crops each year to establish an approved
NAP yield. We have missed establishing these yields in Franklin & Grand Isle Coun-
ties the last couple years for producers with HAY NAP coverage and on a one time
basis are now encouraging producers to provide 2008 and 2009 production data to
this office. Records submitted must be reliable and verifiable. Records need to show
crop disposition. It is recommended producers submit production records as soon as
possible after harvest. All production records must be submitted by the subsequent
crop year’s final acreage reporting date.

USDA to Measure Maple Syrup Production
National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) will mail questionnaires to producers
at the end of April when the sugaring season is winding down. Those who do not
return their forms by mail will be contacted in May by the New England office and
asked to complete the survey by telephone.

USDA to Take a Look at Farm Labor in New England
During the last two weeks of April, NASS will contact selected New England farm
operators and ask them to provide information on their total number of hired workers,
hours worked and wage rates paid during that week. Results are to be released on
May 20, 2010 in the quarterly Farm Labor report.

Farmer to Farmer Discussion Groups

This is a long-term effort to provide support for dairy and livestock farmers to come
together regularly. Organizational meetings to be held: Mon. March 29 12:30-
2:30PM at Lilac Ridge Farm Brattleboro; Tues. Mar. 30 12:30-2:30 Beidler
Family Farm, Randolph Center; Tues. April 6, 12:30—2:30 pm. For more info
call 802-434-4122.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic infor-
mation, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program informa-
tion (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a com-
plaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382(TTD)

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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