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FARM SERVICE AGENCY CRP General Signup

A general sign-up will open for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) on August 2,
Franklin-Grand Isle County FSA | 2010, and continue through August 27, 2010. During the sign-up period, farmers and ranch-

27 Fisher Pond Rd., ers may offer eligible land for CRP's competitive general sign-up.

Suite 2 CRP provides conservation practices that preserve the soil, clean water, and restore

St. Albans, VT 05478 wildlife habitat. Producers enrolling in CRP plant long-term, resource-conserving covers in
Phone: (802) 527-1296 exchange for annual rental payments, cost-share, and technical assistance. Participants vol-
(800) 717-8637 untarily remove environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production by entering into
Fax: (802) 524-4575 long-term contracts for 10 to 15 years.

mﬂgﬂ USDA is authorized to maintain CRP enrollment up to 32 million acres. All interested
Monday - Friday Jfarmers and ranchers should contact the local FSA office to learn more about this program.
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Electronic Services Available

Farm Service Agency If a producer has Internet access, program pe'trticipants can access many seryices from 'home
County Committee 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and receive approval and payment by direct deposit
Maurice Fortin, Chairperson within 48 hours.

Madonne Rainville, Vice Chairperson | Tq participate in these services, you must meet all program eligibility requirements. Online
Enwégz\:vB;rlgz’illl\éltet}gj ?\;Ia;mber services have stringent security measures to protect your private information. To utilize elec-
Diane McGarry, Member tronic services a producer needs an active USDA e-authentication Level 2 account, which
requires an e-mail address and filling out an online registration form at http://
www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/ followed by a visit to the county office for identity verification.

If you have more questions, or would like assistance establishing your account, just contact

NOTE: COC meets 3"
Thursday each month at 11:00 A.M.

County Executive Director your local USDA Service Center and talk with our trained FSA personnel.

Brenda Ladue (ext. 106)

Staff Changing the Start Month for the MILC Program

Carolyn Church, P.T. (ext.109) The Milk Income Loss Contract (MILC) program year runs as the Federal fiscal year (FY)
Tracy Derry, P.T. (ext. 124) does, from October 1 to September 30.

Luc Dupuis, P.T. (ext. 105) If you want to change your start month for this upcoming FY 2011, you must do so on or

Marguerite Noel, P.T. (ext. 100) before the 14™ of the month before the:
Dorothy Perkins, P.T. (ext. 113) ¢ Month originally selected by the dairy operation as their MILC pro-

Loan Manager duction start month

Dirk Reith (ext. 110) ¢ Newly selected MILC production start month for the dairy operation.

Loan Officers If you are unsure of the start month you selected for FY 2011 (Oct. 1, 2010 — Sept. 30, 2011)

Brad Parker (ext. 112) please feel free to call 527-1296 or stop by the office.

Liz Vesosky (ext. 111) IMPORTATNT: PRODUCERS WHO WOULD LIKE TO CHANGE THEIR START
MONTH TO OCTOBER 2010 MUST DO SO BY SEPTEMBER 14, 2010.

Natural Resources Conserva-

tion Service Acre Yield Data Deadline Extended

Corey Brink, D.C. (ext.118) The deadline for 2009 production certification to comply with ACRE was extended until

Joanne Yousten, S.C. (ext. 115) .o . . _
Sarah Larose, S.C. (ext. 127 Sept. 1, 2010. The extension is for completing both the farm benchmark yield (2004

: 2008) and the actual farm yield (2009). Participants in the 2009 ACRE program must cer-
A oy LT (1) tify their yields by Sept. 1, 2010 to remain eligible for ACRE benefits.
Margareta Quintela, PA (101)
Vermont Farm Viability Program
Natural Resources Conserva- The Vermont Farm Viability Program has slots open for farmers to enroll through August
tion District 31, and you can apply through our website http://www.vhcb.org/viability. The Farm Viabil-
Eeﬁgjl M;Ti%m%ﬁggﬁ;gﬁtg 19) ity Program provides in-depth, one-on-one business planning and technical assistance to

9 farmers. Farmers regularly use the program to help improve business management, planning

Conservation Planners: . d&i . . han . d .
Trevor Lewis (ext.120) for expansion or diversification, changing markets or developing new products, starting

Mark Marsh (ext. 126) value-added processing on the farm, or preparing for ownership transition. The program also
provides competitive grants and technical assistance to help farmers implement their busi-
Vermont Agency of Ag. Staff ness plans. Farmers must be full time VT residents, be actively farming and demonstrate at
Ben Gabos, CREP Planner, least $10,000 gross income last year to be eligible.
(ext. 122)
Greg Bouchard, Civil Engineer, Farm Loan Programs
(ext. 114)

The FSA is committed to providing family farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs. If you are having trouble
getting the credit you need for your farm, or regularly borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are currently avail-
able. Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve had a setback and your lender is reluctant to extend or renew
your loan. Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to
$300,000. Guaranteed loans can reach a maximum indebtedness of $1,112,000. Producers are encouraged to apply early
so that a loan can be processed and funded in a timely manner. FSA employees will help you complete the necessary ap-
plications and other forms, and help you understand what information is required, where to find it or who to contact to get
it. To find out more about FSA loan programs, contact the county office staff.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability,
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all
or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720
-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington,
D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382(TTD)
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Change Service Requested

Aug. 2—Aug. 27 CRP General Sign-up

Sept. 1 ACRE Production Certification Ends
Sept. 6 Office Closed—Labor Day

Sept. 8 Office Closed—All Employee Meeting

Dates to Remember

Sept. 30 2008 SURE sign-up ENDS

Ongoing Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL)
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
Milk Income Loss Contract (MILC)

NAP Coverage

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
was designed to reduce financial losses that occur when natu-
ral disasters cause a catastrophic loss of production or pre-
vented planting of an eligible crop by providing coverage
equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) insurance. Statute limits
NAP to each commercial crop or agricultural commodity,
except livestock, for which CAT is not available. The appli-
cation deadline for the 2011 NAP coverage for Forage Crops
is Nov. 20, 2009.

Producers who already have coverage on 2009 NAP crops
may choose to continue coverage on the same crop or crops
for 2011, if the applicable service fee is submitted by the ap-
plication closing date. A new CCC-471, application for cover-
age is not required to be signed when applying for continuous
coverage of the same crop or crops.

Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or delete a
crop(s) from previous year’s coverage or changing crop shares
must file a new CCC-471 with signatures and pay the applica-
ble service fee.

Producers with NAP coverage must remember to complete
the following to qualify for benefits:

Timely file acreage reports and keep track of harvested pro-
duction using acceptable methods. For example, bale
weights or other means of determining quantities of hay
are required.

File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of when a loss is ap-
parent, due to drought, hail, etc.

For more information on NAP coverage please contact
your nearest Farm Service Agency office.

Reminder to Report Disasters and Adverse
Weather Conditions

One of the responsibilities of the COC is to f‘?’\'\
document weather conditions, occurrences ‘:\:&
and cropping progression throughout the area \\\\
at their regularly scheduled monthly meetings. A
This documentation becomes an official record that can be
used to justify requests for disaster declaration and may lead
to eligibility for various disaster programs.

The best source of local information is you, the producer. If
there is an adverse weather event in your area or your crops
are suffering, we would appreciate it if you would take the
time to let us know.

Those with NAP coverage, don’t forget to
timely report all covered losses. If you feel
there is a problem brewing, report it! Be proac-
tive and communicate your observations and
situations; it can only help!

&=

NN

SURE Program --- Application Deadline for
2008 SURE program payments is September

30,2010

The Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE)
provides benefits for farm revenue losses due to natural dis-
asters that incurred in the crop years 2008 through Septem-
ber 30, 2011. To be eligible for SURE payments, a producer
is required to obtain crop insurance on all crops in all coun-
ties or, if crop insurance is not available, to participate in the
Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP) except for grazed
acreage. However, crop insurance or NAP coverage is no
longer required for crops that are not of economic signifi-
cance or those where the administrative fee required to buy
NAP coverage exceeds 10% of the value of the coverage.

Eligible farmers and ranchers who meet the definition of
Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, or Beginning
Farmer or Rancher are exempt from the risk management
purchase requirement.

The following conditions trigger SURE payments:

At least one crop of economic significance must suffer a
10% production loss due to an eligible disaster condi-
tion

Crop of economic significance is a crop that has contrib-
uted or would have contributed at least 5% or more of
the total expected revenue from all crops on the farm.

Producers in counties declared disaster counties by the
Secretary of Agriculture, or in contiguous counties, or
those who show proof of an individual loss of at least
50% are eligible to receive SURE payments for crop
produced or crop quality losses. Losses are measured
with consideration to the whole-farm revenue, which
includes crop insurance indemnities and commodity
program payments, so that producers are not paid
more than once for the same loss.

A SURE calculator is available at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=diap&topic=sure. The
calculator is not official, but is intended for educational use.
A fact sheet and backgrounder are also available online.
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CROP INSURANCE BUY-UP POLICIES ELIGIBLE FOR PARTIAL REIMBURSEMENT

Producers who purchased buy-up crop insurance policies in 2010 for crops with acreage reporting deadlines
prior to September 30, 2010 will be eligible to receive a fixed premium reduction of up to $150 per crop per
county through the USDA Risk Management Agency’s Financial Assistance Program (FAP). For policies with
producer paid premiums that are less than $150, the amount of premium reduction will be capped at 100 percent
of the producer-paid premium for the crop. Catastrophic risk protection policies (CAT) are not eligible for the
FAP.

The RMA has made 3.5 million dollars available to 16 states under the FAP. In the event that total expenditures
exceed $3.5 million dollars, a pro-rated factor will be applied to all refunds to keep program costs below the
appropriation. Financial assistance will be applied automatically to all applicable crop polices which meet the
eligibility criteria, not to exceed the $3.5 million appropriation. The standard federal premium subsidy that
varies from 55 to 67% of the premium, based on the selected coverage level, is estimated at $1.1 million for
Vermont policyholders in 2010. The additional financial assistance through FAP is estimated to about $50,000
for statewide crop insurance policy holders. Producers will see the reduced amount as either a reduction in the
premium on their billing statement, or as a note on the billing statement showing a premium reduction subject to
the refund based on the final amount of financial assistance provided.

Additional information is available through your FSA Office, your crop insurance agent, or by visiting the
RMA web site at http://www.rma.usda.gov.

USDA’S TRADE ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE (TAA) PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENTS

The TAA for Farmers Program provides technical assistance and cash benefits to eligible U.S. producers and
fishermen of raw agricultural commodities whose crops or catch have been adversely affected by imports of like
or directly competitive commodities.

Petitions that are currently being reviewed can be joined by other groups. To join these petitions a group would
have to file an FSA-930 by August 21, 2010. This is not for individual producers to sign up, but for a group of
at least 3 producers to have their group named in the petition. For example: the Maine Apples petition was
filed by the Maine State Pomological Society representing apple producers in Maine. This would not cover any
apple producers in Vermont. However, if an organization like the Apple Marketing Board in Vermont files an
FSA-930 for inclusion in this petition and is accepted, then apple producers in Vermont would be eligible to
apply individually for assistance.

Accepting a petition for review begins the process by which USDA determines a commaodity’s eligibility under
the program. Petitions must demonstrate that either the national average price, or production, or value of
production, or cash receipts, of the U.S. commodity has declined by greater than 15 percent in the most current
year compared to the previous 3-year average—and that an increase in imports during the same time period
contributed importantly to the decline.

e USDA'’S Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA) for Farmers Program to Review a Petition for
Apples from Maine

e USDA'’S Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA) for Farmers Program to Review a Petition for
Blueberries from Maine

Groups interested in joining a petition must complete form FAS-930, which is available on the FAS Web site
at :http://www.fas.usda.gov/itp/taa/taaforms.asp. Forms may be sent by fax (202) 720-0876; or by e-mail:
tradeadjustment@fas.usda.gov; or by U.S. mail: TAA, Foreign Agricultural Service, Stop 1021, USDA, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington DC 20250-1021.
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