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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, dis-
ability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, , reprisal, 
or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TAR-
GET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Inde-
pendence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410,Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call  toll free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800)877-8339 (TDD) or (866)377-8642
(English Federal-relay) or (800)845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).  

 USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Natural Resources Conservation Service Conservation Payment 
 Opportunities 

Do you need to install soil erosion practices on your forest or agricultural land or address a 
waste storage or silage leachate issue? Would your operation benefit from a seasonal high 
tunnel system or do you need to increase the efficiency of your existing irrigation system 
by installing more efficient irrigation pipeline, for one? Are you interested in enhancing 
wildlife habitat on your farm or forest land? Would you like to further enhance resources 
that have already been addressed on your land? The NRCS offers voluntary conservation 
programs to agricultural and forest landowners for addressing identified resource concerns 
and for further enhancing resources that have already been addressed. Sign up for NRCS 
conservation programs is on a continuous basis, however, the deadline to apply for the 
initial round of the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and the Wildlife 
Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) is October 1. These programs benefit soil and water 
quality and wildlife habitat. The deadline to sign up for the Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) is October 30. This program provides payments to landowners for further 
enhancing the resources on their land. Applications for all conservation programs can be 
obtained at your local NRCS office or on the web. Vermont NRCS County office loca-
tions can be found at: http://www.vt.nrcs.usda.gov/ and then by clicking on ‘Find a Ser-
vice Center’ at the bottom, left side of the web page. Franklin/Grand Isle office is in the 
same building as the  FSA office—27 Fisher Pond Rd., St. Albans, VT  
 

Conservation Loan Program (CL) 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes and guarantees 
conservation loans to promote conservation on farms throughout the United States to con-
serve our natural resources.   
The goal of FSA’s Conservation Loan (CL) program is to provide farmers access to credit 
to implement these conservation practices. 
CL funds can be used to implement a conservation practice approved by the Natural Re-
sources and Conservation Service (NRCS), such as to reducing soil erosion, improving 
water quality and promoting sustainable and organic agricultural practices.  This would 
include installation of conservation structures; establishment of forest cover, installation 
of water conservation measures; establishment or improvement of permanent pastures; 
transitioning to organic production; manure management, including manure digestion sys-
tems; adaptation of other emerging or existing conservation practices, techniques or tech-
nologies. 
Interested applicants who do not already have NRCS-approved conservation plans should 
work with the local NRCS staff to develop a conservation plan, including all applicable 
conservation practices.  New or existing conservation plans must be NRCS approved be-
fore FSA can provide financing. 
Additional information and eligibility criteria may be obtained at local FSA offices or 
through the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Paper Check Conversion—Over the Counter (PCC-OTC) 

Over the next year, Farm Service Agency/Commodity Credit Corporation (FSA/CCC) is 
moving toward an electronic method for processing producers’ checks.  This will allow 
FSA/CCC to process collections faster.  When producers present checks, either in person 
or through the mail, the checks will be converted into an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) 
by scanning the check into the system, voiding it and stamping with the words, 
“Electronically Presented.” The funds will be debited from the producer’s account, usually 
within 24 hours of receipt.  Please see the U.S. Department of Treasury legal notices 
posted in the Service Center or visit the following U.S. Depart of Treasury Internet site for 
detailed information. http://www.pccotc.gov/pccotc/pcc/usingpcc/Legal %20Notices/
legalnotices.htm. 
 

PCC—OTC is a process for converting paper checks presented to FSA into electronic 
debits to the producer’s bank account.  It presents many benefits, such as reducing lost/
misplaced checks and paper handling.  This improves customer relations, speeds the check 
clearing process, and reduces the potential for human error. 
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Beginning Women Farmers - Vermont 

    Whole Farm Planning Training for Begin-
ning Women Farmers in Vermont  
Applications now being Accepted 

    The Vermont Women’s Ag Network partnered with 
the UVM Extension New Farmer Project is now accepting 
applications for the Whole Farm Planning for Beginning 
Women Farmers course.  The 10 session course is geared 
toward women farmers with 3-10 years of experience man-
aging a farm operation.  It offers training in creating a holis-
tic goal, financial planning, marketing, decision making and 
other skills that will support women farmers as they develop 
their farm businesses.  The course covers basic soil and pas-
ture management.  It is free and limited to 15 participants.  
Six sessions will take place over the winter of 2010/2011 and 
4 farm tours will take place during the spring and summer of 
2011.  The program includes farm mentors and on-site farm 
visits.  Participants will be chosen through an application 
process.  The application deadline is October 29, 2010.  
More information about the course and application materials 
can be found at http://www.uvm.edu/newfarmer/?
Page=whole_farm_planning.html, or contact Jessie Schmidt 
at 802 223-2389 or newfarmer@uvm.edu. 
    Applications are also being accepted for farmers interested 
in serving as paid mentors for this course.  Applicants must 
have at least 10 years of farm management experience and 
experience in or interest in learning about Holistic Farm 
Management.  The application deadline is November 15, 
2010.  For more information about being a mentor, go to 
http://www.uvm.edu/newfarmer/:Page=mentor.html, or con-
tact Jessie Schmidt at 802 223-2389 or new-
farmer@uvm.edu.     USDA/NIFA has funded Holistic Man-
agement International to teach beginning women farmers the 
tools of whole farm planning.  Course topics include: 

Introduction for Whole Farm Program; Creating a Values-
based Farm Mission; Whole Farm Decision Analysis Process 

Increasing Farm Profitability (Gross Profit Analysis; 
Enterprise Analysis) 

Creating a Whole Farm Financial Plan 
 

Business Planning Basics 
Creating a Marketing Plan 
Soil Fertility Basics; Examining Enterprise’s Environ-

mental Impact 
Time Management – Pulling it All Together in a Whole 

Farm Plan 
Land and Infrastructure Planning 
Leadership/Communication Skills 
Improving Land Health and Sustainable Soil Building 

Techniques 
2010 Women in Sustainable Agriculture  

Conference 
    The 2010 Women in Sustainable Agriculture Conference 
will take place November 1-3, 2010 at the Lake Morey Re-
sort in   Fairlee, VT. 
    The conference strives to bring together farmers, ranchers, 
educators, agricultural service providers and activists to: 

Build production and business skills 
Share educational and organizational strategies 
Forge new connections that support farm women in the 

Northeast 
It will feature: 

Farm-based workshops and tours 
Intensive skill building sessions 
Engaging speakers and practical workshops 
Small-group, roundtable discussions with other farmers 
Locally grown food that showcases the bounty of the 

season 
    Join us in celebrating farm women’s accomplishments and 
help us set the stage for further success. 
    Registration opens September 7, 2010.  Fees will range 
between $100 and $150, depending on the conference op-
tions you select.  Early registration discounts are available 
through September 30, 2010. 
    Sign-up to receive email updates about the conference at 
http://www.uvm.edu/wagn/?Page=conference/
updates.html&SM=conference/sub-menu.html.  
    Visit www.uvm.edu/wagn and click on “202=10 Women 
in Sustainable Agriculture Conference” in the green “Quick 
Links” box for more information. 
    If you have questions, please email wagn@uvm.edu. 
    The conference is supported by the Northeast Center for 
Risk Management Education and the USDA Farm Service. 

Oct. 1 EQIP & WHIP Application Deadline 
Oct. 11 Columbus Day  Office Closed 
Oct 20 Franklin & Grand Isle Local Work Group Meeting 
Nov. 11 Veterans Day—Office Closed 

Nov 20 
NAP Fees Due – 2011 Mixed Forage & Perennials 
Fruit trees, bushes & grains 

Ongoing MILC & FSFL 
Ongoing Conservation Reserve Program (CREP) 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
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