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February 2015—Special Printed Edition 

NEWSLETTER 

Deadlines Quickly Approaches for  
New Farm Bill Programs—Make 
Your Appointments Now 
 
Deadlines are nearing for producers and landown-
ers to make decisions that may impact you finan-
cially for the next few years.  As a provision of the 
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) programs, farm owners have a one 
time opportunity to reallocate a farm’s base acres 
and/or update counter-cyclical (CC) yields.  These 
decisions must be made by February 27, 2015.   
 
Owners may choose to retain base acres in effect 
on September 30, 2013 or to reallocate bases in the 
same proportion to the 4-year average of acres that 
were planted to covered commodities on the farm 
during the crop years 2009 thru 2012.  Yield up-
dates may be done on a crop by crop basis. Yields 
will be based on 90 percent of a farm’s 2008 
through 2012 average per-acre yield. One owner 
signs the Base Acre Reallocation and Yield Update 
form, certifying that all owners agree to the deci-
sion.  This person must be a current owner of the 
farm at the time the form is signed.   
 
After owners have made base and yield decisions, 
all producers with a share of production on the 
farm will make the program election for the 2014 
through 2018 crop years. This decision must be 
made by March 31, 2015. 
 
Producers may choose PLC or ARC County (ARC-
CO) on a covered commodity-by-commodity basis, 
or they may choose ARC Individual (ARC-IC) for 
all covered commodities on the farm. Failure of 
producers on the farm to agree to an election will 
result in a default election to PLC and the elimina-
tion of any 2014 payments.  
 
New tools are available to help with the decision-
making process.  Find them at www.fsa.usda.gov/
arc-plc. You may use a checklist to help organize 
the data to input into the online decision aid which 
will simplify its use greatly.  http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/
arc_plc_data_requirements.pdf 
 
Additional ARC/PLC educational meetings are 
being planned.  Check with your local FSA office 
and watch our website for details,  
www.fsa.usda.gov/wa (state events link). 
 
After program election, all producers on the farm 
must still enroll in the elected program’s contracts 
for 2014 and 2015 to be eligible for benefits.  En-
rollment will occur mid-April to mid-summer.”  
 
FSA-211, Powers of Attorney, that were on file 
prior to the 2014 Farm bill will be valid for ARC-
PLC documents if the boxes for “All current and 
all future programs” and “All actions” are checked. 
 
USDA Provides Greater Protection 
for NAP Covered Crops  
 
Greater protection is now available from the Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program  (NAP)

for crops that historically have been ineligible for 
federal crop insurance.  The new options, created 
by the 2014 Farm Bill, provide greater coverage 
for losses when natural disasters affect crops  not 
insurable through federal crop insurance.  
 
Previously, the program offered coverage at 55 
percent of the average market price for crop losses 
that exceed 50 percent of expected production.  
You can now choose higher levels of coverage, up 
to 65 percent of expected production at 100 percent 
of the average market price.  
 
The expanded protection will be especially helpful 
to beginning and traditionally underserved produc-
ers, as well as farmers with limited resources, who 
will receive fee waivers and premium reductions 
for expanded coverage.  More crops are now eligi-
ble for the program, including expanded aquacul-
ture production practices, and sweet and biomass 
sorghum.  For the first time, a range of crops used 
to produce bioenergy will be eligible as well.  
  
To help you learn more about the Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and how it can 
benefit you, USDA, in partnership with Michigan 
State University and the University of Illinois, cre-
ated an online resource.  The web tool, available at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap, allows producers to deter-
mine whether your crops are eligible for coverage. 
It also gives you an opportunity to explore a varie-
ty of options and levels to determine the best pro-
tection level for your operation.  
 
New Farm Bill Offers Increased 
Loan Opportunities for Producers  
 
The 2014 Farm Bill offers increased opportunities 
for producers including farm loan program modifi-
cations that create flexibility for new and existing 
farmers.  Changes include:  
• Elimination of the 15-year term limit for guar-

anteed operating loans. 
• Modification of the definition of beginning 

farmer, using the average farm size for the 
county as a qualifier instead of the median 
farm size. 

• Modification of the Joint Financing Direct 
Farm Ownership interest rate to 2 percent less 
than the regular Direct Farm Ownership rate, 
with a floor of 2.5 percent.  Previously, the 
rate was established at 5 percent. 

• Increase of the maximum loan amount for 
Direct Farm Ownership Down Payment Loan 
Program from $225,000 to $300,000. 

• Elimination of rural residency requirement for 
Youth Loans, allowing urban youth to benefit. 

• Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will 
not prevent borrowers from obtaining addi-
tional loans from the federal government. 

• Increase of the guaranteed percentage on Con-
servation Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 90 
percent for traditionally underserved borrow-
ers and beginning farmers. 

 
(Continued on back page) 
 
 



 
Increased Loan Opportunities (Continued) 
 
• Microloans will not count toward direct operating loan term 

limits for veterans and beginning farmers. 
 
Additional modifications must be implemented through the rule-
making processes.  Visit the FSA Farm Bill website for detailed 
information and updates to farm loan programs.  http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?
area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing 
  

Farm Service Agency Is Hiring! 
 After years of a hiring freeze and declining staff due to attrition, 
the Farm Service Agency is hiring in Washington State.  FSA is 
looking for qualified applicants who are interested in living in 
rural communities and assisting farmers and ranchers.  As vacan-
cies arise, they are posted on the USAJobs website.  
https://www.usajobs.gov/JobSearch/Search/GetResults?
Organiza-
tionID=AGFA&ApplicantEligibility=All&CountrySubDivision=
Washington 
 
Or call Mitzi Stephens at the FSA State Office at (509) 323-3007. 
 
Outlook for the Conservation Reserve  
Program (CRP) During 2015 
 The 2014 Farm Bill continued the Conservation Reserve Program  
(CRP) with modifications.  A Secretarial announcement as to 
whether there will be a general CRP signup in 2015 is expected to 
happen in spring or summer.  When an announcement occurs, it 
will be posted on the FSA website (www.fsa.usda.gov/wa) and 
included in the monthly electronic FSA newsletters.  Due to the 
Farm Bill’s gradual lowering of the acreage cap to 24 million 
acres nationwide, a general signup is expected to be competitive. 

 
Producers with Continuous CRP contracts that expire in 2015 
may begin the re-enrollment process now by contacting your local 
FSA office. 
 
The CRP Transition Incentives Program (TIP) program pays retir-
ing farmers with CRP contracts an additional two years of CRP 
payments as incentive to sell or lease CRP land to a beginning or 
traditionally underserved farmer who return the land to sustainable 
grazing or cropping operations.  The CRP TIP now includes eligi-
bility for military veterans who farm. 
 
A new CRP provision allows producers with irrigation center piv-
ots to enroll pivot corners in CRP even when the corners are dis-
connected.  Previously, the corners had to be connected by a grass 
strip.  For more information about CRP provisions or signup, con-
tact your county FSA office. 

 

Stay Informed—Subscribe to Receive  
Electronic Farm Service Agency Newsletters 
 
The USDA Farm Service Agency offices have moved to a paper-
less news distribution system.  You may enroll in the GovDelivery 
system, which provides notices, newsletters and electronic re-
minders instead of a hard copy through the mail.  FSA, like many 
other organizations, is trying to work smarter and be more effi-
cient.  Moving to electronic notifications via email helps conserve 
resources and save taxpayer dollars.  You can subscribe to receive 
free email updates by going to www.fsa.usda.gov/ and click on 
“Sign up for updates" in the Stay Connected box. 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and 
lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant 
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, 
S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call 
toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 
(TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 
845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.

DATES TO REMEMBER
Deadline to reallocate base acres and 
yields for ARC/PLC programs

Deadline to purchase 2015 crop year 
NAP coverage for beet seed or fresh, 
buckwheat, camelina, carrots fresh or 
processing, mustard, radish for seed or 
fresh, small grain forages (wheat, 
barley, oats, peas), and other spring 
planted crops.

Deadline to request a commodity loan 
or LDP for 2014 harvested crops of 
barley, canola, crambe, flaxseed, 
honey, oats, rapeseed, wheat, or 
sesame seed crop.

Deadline to elect ARC or PLC pro- 
grams for life of the 2014 Farm Bill

February 27, 2015

March 16, 2015 

March 31, 2015 

March 31, 2015 

ARC/PLC enrollment for 2014 and 
2015 crop years

Deadline to request a commodity loan 
or LDP for 2014 harvested crops of 
corn, dry peas, grain sorghum, lentils, 
mustard seed, safflower seed, chick-
peas, soybeans, or sunflower seed 
crop.

NAP production reporting deadline for 
2014 crops

2015 crop acreage reporting deadline

Deadline to submit nominations for 
county committee elections

   Mid-April through 
   summer 2015

June 1, 2015

July 15, 2015
 

July 15, 2015 

Aug. 1, 2015 


