
 
 

February 2012 
 
Adams County FSA 
506 Weber Ave. Suite A 
Ritzville WA 99169 
Phone 509-659-1761  
FAX    509-659-4722 
 
 
Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 
 
County Committee 
LeRoy Watson Jr, Chair 
Greg Galbreath, Vice-Chair 
Matt Miller, Member 
Trish McRae, Advisor 
 
 
Office Staff 
Chris Holt, CED 
Angela Melcher, PT 
Jullie Cain, PT 
Karin Neilsen, PT 
Elizabeth Sitton, PT 
 
 
Farm Loan Staff 
Libby Anderson, FLM 
Blanca Alvitres, FLO 
Nancy Segar, FLO 
 
Phone 509-754-2463 
 
 
Next COC Meeting 
April 19, 2011 at the USDA 
Service Center, Ritzville  
At 8:30 a.m. 
 
Dates to Remember 
March 15 - NAP closing date 
for spring planted crops, small 
grain forages, mustard, radish, 
summer planted buckwheat 
April 6 - CRP signup deadline 
May 1 - NAP closing date for 
value loss crops 
May 28 - Office closed for 
federal holiday 
June 1 - DCP/ACRE signup 
deadline 
June 1 - SURE 2010 loss 
signup deadline 
 
FSA Web Sites 
State- http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
 
National- http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
 
USDA- http://www.usda.gov 
 
 
 

 

LAST PRINTED NEWSLETTER 
The Farm Service Agency is moving toward a paperless operation.  FSA's budget allows for 
this last printed newsletter only.  If you wish to receive important program announcements and 
deadline reminders, enroll in the new GovDelivery system.  You will receive newsletters and 
bulletins via email or text message instead of a hard copy through the mail.  FSA, like many 
other organizations, is trying to work smarter and be more efficient.  Moving to electronic 
notifications via email will help conserve resources and save taxpayer dollars.  County 
Committee ballots will continue to be mailed to all eligible producers. 
 
You may subscribe to receive electronic updates by going to the USDA GovDelivery sign-up 
page found at the following web address: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe.  The form on the 
reverse side of this newsletter informs FSA of your intent to receive newsletters electronically. 
Complete blocks 1A, 1B, 3, 4, 8A, 8B and 8C.  Select "No" in block 4 and return the form to the 
county office.  The selection only applies to newsletters and bulk mail.  You will still receive 
direct mail for your operation and county committee ballots.  Staff can assist you with 
subscribing for electronic newsletters. 
 

NEW AGI FORMS REQUIRED FOR 2012 
FSA and NRCS program participants, including all members of participating entities, must 
meet certain Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) requirements to qualify for benefits.  Starting for the 
2012 crop year, a new AGI form has been developed that both reports whether an applicant or 
member meets the AGI requirements and authorizes the IRS to confirm that information for 
FSA.  The new form also reflects an additional AGI limitation applicable only to 2012 direct 
payments.  In addition to the $500,000 average nonfarm AGI and the $750,000 average farm 
AGI limitation, a $1 million average AGI limitation will be applicable for 2012 direct payments. 
 
New this year, most power-of-attorney authorizations will not work for this form.  AGI forms are 
required to be signed by the participant or entity member.  IRS will not accept FSA power-of-
attorney forms.  Updated AGI forms are available today from your county office or on the FSA 
internet site. 

 
CRP GENERAL SIGNUP ANNOUNCED 

The Secretary of Agriculture recently announced plans to hold a general signup to enroll lands 
into the Conservation Reserve Program.  The signup will begin March 12, 2012 and ends April 
6, 2012.  CRP enrollment is open to CRP contracts expiring at the end of Fiscal Year 2012, as 
well as new land meeting crop history requirements in at least four of six years during crop 
years 2002 - 2007.  In Adams County, there are approximately 56,000 acres of CRP due to 
expire September 30, 2012. 
 
Land eligibility requirements for enrollment into CRP require land to be either CRP expiring 
September 30, 2012, land with a soil erodibility index of 8 or greater, or land must be located 
within the Washington State Conservation Priority Area (CPA) for air quality.  The CPA 
boundaries include most but not all of Adams County; the CPA boundary is unchanged from 
the most recent CRP signup. 
 
All offers nationwide will be ranked using an Environmental Benefit Index (EBI) score derived 
from analysis of the soil erosion, water quality, air quality and wildlife benefits provided by the 
offer.  Most point factors are based on physical characteristics of the land offered, and cannot 
be altered; however, landowners can enhance their EBI score if the offer contains, or will be 
planted to diverse permanent covers most suited to wildlife, planting of pollinator habitat on a 
minimum of 10% of the offer, or through agreeing to lower your per acre rental rate 
incrementally up to 15% from the calculated soil rental rate.  Landowners may also affect EBI 
scores by offering only those acres with the highest soil erosion potential. 
 
Due to the expected volume of reenrollment activity, signup will be conducted by appointment 
only.  Appointments may be scheduled by calling our office now.  Be prepared with necessary 
information to help in completing signup during your appointment.  Physically inspect any 
expiring CRP contract acreage prior to your appointment to determine the quality of grass 
currently present (e.g. is the grass stand full and mostly weed free, and in good plant health, or 
will it need to be reseeded in whole or part), and the different beneficial permanent species 
present.  If you are unsure what types of grasses and beneficial plants are present, select 
samples of representative plants (e.g. prior year vegetation including seed heads), and bring 
those samples to your appointment.  Pictures of representative areas and plants can also be 
helpful.  Be prepared to identify all owners of the land being offered, the operator of the land 
for the proposed contract period, and how payment shares will be allocated if the contract is 
accepted.  Finally, be prepared to make a decision on the rental rate you will accept, as the 
offer cannot be submitted without this information.  The volume of signup activity will prohibit 
follow up appointments, so your cooperation in being prepared to complete offers during the 
initial appointment is critical to a successful signup.  Thank you in advance for your help! 
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