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Asotin County FSA 
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Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 
Garfield County FSA 
Committee 
Diane Koller 
Max Scoggin 
Chris Wolf 
 
Asotin County FSA 
Committee 
Casey Hagenah 
Susie Appleford 
Earl Fitzgerald 
 
Office Staff 
Nick Waldher, CED 
Jon Wilson, Farm Loan 
Manager (Pasco Office) 
Kathi Ledgerwood 
Sherri Meacham 
Emily Ruchert 
Lorelei McNamee 
Sherri Maki 
 
 
Next FSA County 
Committee Meetings 
Garfield County, March 17 
Asotin County, March 11 
 
2008 Loan Rates 
SWW Wheat $2.70/Bu 
HRS Wheat $3.23/Bu 
HRW Wheat $3.31/Bu 
Barley  $2.16/Bu or 
  $90.00/Ton 
Contact the county office for 
loan rates for other crops for 
other counties. 
 
National FSA Website 
www.fsa.usda.gov 
 
Washington State FSA 
Website 
www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIRECT & COUNTER-CYCLICAL PROGRAM 
Sign up for the Direct & Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) is underway and will 
continue through June 1, 2009.  Producers who have not yet signed up are 
encouraged to call for an appointment.  This is a time consuming process as 
producers are required to file new eligibility forms for 2009, so bring your patience 
when you come in to sign-up. 
 

ACRE PROGRAM UPDATES 
Sign up for the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) program has not yet been 
announced and will probably begin sometime this spring.  USDA has announced a 
preliminary estimate of the program guarantee prices that will be used in determining 
benefits under ACRE.  The prices are preliminary since the base years to be used are 
2007 and 2008.  The marketing year for 2008 crops does not end until May 31, 2009 
or August 31, 2009 depending on the crop involved.  We will not know for certain what 
the guarantee prices are until after signup is over on June 1, 2009.  However, the 
preliminary estimated prices will be very helpful in producers’ decision whether to 
participate in ACRE or not.  Contact our office for current estimated prices. 

 
CROP DISASTER PROGRAM DEADLINE 

February 27, 2009 is the final date to apply for the 2005-2007 Crop Disaster Program 
for both quantity and quality losses.  Most producers that had crop losses due to 
natural disaster conditions in 2005, 2006 or 2007 have already applied and have been 
paid for quantity losses.  However, the quality loss signup started several months 
after the original quantity loss part of the program.  Producers who suffered quality 
losses in one of these years should contact our office immediately.  To be eligible for 
quality loss, production records are required showing the official grade and price 
received for the commodity that suffered quality damage. 
 

NAP DEADLINE APPROACHING 
March 16, 2009 is the final date to apply for the Non-Insured Assistance Program 
(NAP) on most spring planted crops.  The $250/crop administrative fee must be paid 
by March 16 to provide coverage.  NAP provides loss protection to crops that are not 
eligible for Federal Crop Insurance.  To qualify for benefits, crop losses must exceed 
50% of normal and be related to an eligible adverse weather condition.  Payment 
rates are based on 55% of the average market price as determined by FSA.  Crops 
covered include grain hay (except mixtures) and minor oilseeds (except canola, 
rapeseed and mustard seed which are now insurable by Federal Crop Insurance).  
The deadline to apply for perennial crops such as grass seed, grass hay and pasture 
for 2009 was September 30, 2008.  The deadline for mixed hay crops (even if spring 
seeded) was also September 30, 2008.  Important reminder – Producers are required 
to carry NAP coverage on all crops of economic significance to be eligible for the new 
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) Program.  A copy of the NAP 
Basic Provisions is now available to producers by request at the county FSA Office. 
 

CROP INSURANCE DEADLINE NEAR 
The deadline to purchase Multi-Peril Crop Insurance for spring seeded crops (except 
spring wheat) is March 16, 2009.  (Deadline is normally the 15th, but is extended to the 
16th since the 15th is on a Sunday).  Contact your crop insurance agent for details. 
 

REPORT CROP LOSSES 
Prior to destroying any crop acreage that has been damaged due to adverse weather 
conditions, please report the loss to the FSA Office.  This includes crops covered by 
Federal Crop Insurance and crops covered by the Non-Insured Assistance Program 
(NAP).  Crops not covered by crop insurance or NAP should also be reported for 
history purposes. 
 

LAMB REFERENDUM 
Sheep producers, feeders, and first handlers of lamb and lamb products may vote to 
continue or terminate the Lamb Checkoff Program.  To vote, producers must submit 
form LS-86 with supporting documentation, such as sales receipts, to the Farm 
Service Agency in the county where their farm records are maintained, by February 
27, 2009. 
 
 

 



Garfield County FSA Office Farm 
PO Box 18  Service   
Pomeroy, WA 99347-0018 Agency 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 
or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.  
20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
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MID-CONTRACT MANAGEMENT PRACTICES AVAILABLE 
Cost-sharing for mid-contract management practices is available to assist producers in keeping their CRP in good 
condition.  These practices include spraying, mowing, harrowing, fertilizing, burning, inter-seeding, light disking or 
chiseling.  Cost-sharing is also not available during the last 2 years of a contract.   Mid-contract management 
practices must be requested and signed by all producers on the CRP contract, be approved by NRCS, the 
local Conservation District and the County FSA Committee, all prior to doing the work.  Mid-contract 
management is scheduled for 2009 on contracts enrolled in 2003.  Producers on these contracts will be contacted 
individually to determine whether a practice will be required during 2009.  Contact our office as soon as possible if 
you plan to apply for cost-sharing for mid-contract management practices this year.  
 

WILDLIFE FOOD PLOTS 
If you have a CRP contract that requires a wildlife food plot, don’t forget to plant it.  Wildlife food plots require that at 
least ½ of the plot be planted each year to a grain crop.  The only exception is the option to plant a perennial food 
plot.  A perennial food plot is only acceptable if a stand of perennial plants that were seeded is obtained.  Plots 
consisting mainly of weeds are not acceptable.  Food plots must be planted on the CRP acreage.  Leaving a 
standing crop in an adjacent field or nearby does not meet the requirements.  Wildlife food plots must be planted in a 
timely manner.  This is generally by the normal ending planting date for grain crops in the county. 
  

COMMODITY LOANS 
Commodity loans are available on 2008 crops through March 31, 2009.  Loans mature 9 months following the month 
disbursed.  Current interest rate is 1.375%. 
 

DISASTER DESIGNATION DUE TO DROUGHT 
Due to drought, freezing conditions and unusually cool spring weather in 2008, Asotin County and several other 
Eastern Washington Counties recently received a Secretarial disaster designation.  While not included in the 
designation, Garfield County is included as a contiguous county.  Therefore, producers in either Asotin or Garfield 
County may be eligible for emergency loans based on production losses in 2008.  Final date to submit emergency 
applications is October 13, 2009. 

 
DISASTER DESIGNATION DUE TO WINTER STORMS 

Several counties in Washington State have been declared disaster areas due to winter storms that occurred 
December 14, 2008 through January 15, 2009.  Garfield County was included in the designation and Asotin County 
is included as a contiguous county.  Producers who suffered physical losses from these storms may be eligible for 
emergency loans through our agency.  Emergency applications may be submitted through October 13, 2009.   
 

ASSIGNING PROGRAM PAYMENTS TO THIRD-PARTIES 
When requested by producers, FSA will issue all or a portion of their program payment to a third-party (assignee), 
such as a lender or contractor.  Requests to assign program payments must be done on a CCC-36 Assignment of 
Payment form.  It is important that the producer and third-party communicate concerning any changes in operation 
that may affect the payment amount each receives.  Privacy laws prevent FSA from reporting any changes to the 
assignee.  FSA will make every attempt to pay the full amount designated by the producer on an assignment form.  
However, FSA will only pay the assignee to the extent the producer earns the payment.  In situations where the 
assignee or the producer receives a portion of a payment intended to go to the other, they are responsible for 
working together to resolve any differences.   
 

HANDICAPPED ACCOMODATIONS 
Special accommodations will be made for the physically handicapped, vision-, or hearing-impaired person upon request.  If 
accommodation is required, please contact Nick Waldher at 509-843-1997. 
 


