
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 6, 2009 

GARFIELD/ASOTIN COUNTY FSA NEWS 

Garfield County FSA 
PO Box 18 
Pomeroy, WA 99347-0018 
(509) 843-1997 
FAX (509) 843-1168 
 

Asotin County FSA 
720 6th St. Ste. B 
Clarkston, WA 99403-2012 
(509) 758-7821 
FAX (509) 758-7533 

 
Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 

 
Garfield County FSA 
Committee 
Diane Koller 
Max Scoggin 
Chris Wolf 

 
Asotin County FSA 
Committee 
Casey Hagenah 
Susie Appleford 
Earl Fitzgerald 
 

Office Staff 
Nick Waldher, CED 
Kathi Ledgerwood 
Sherri Meacham 
Emily Ruchert 
Lorelei McNamee 
 
 

Farm Loan Staff 
Pam Castoldi – Walla Walla 
Phone 509-522-6347 Ext 111 
Steve King – Spokane 
Phone 509-924-7350 Ext 108 
 

 
Next FSA County 
Committee Meetings 
Garfield County-November 17 
Asotin County-November 19 
 
 
National FSA Website 
www.fsa.usda.gov 
 
Washington State FSA 
Website 
www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETINGS FROM THE NEW STATE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Hello from the Farm Service Agency's state office.  Since starting as Washington's 
State Executive Director in August, I have traveled to county offices throughout the 
state to meet employees and your representatives on the FSA county committees.  
Like you, I have experienced FSA from the producer perspective for many years.  My 
husband and I have farmed in Whitman County, where I grew up on a farm. 
 
Knowing the challenges and hard work involved in farming, I have great respect for 
Washington's agricultural producers and I'm proud of the diverse and productive 
agriculture in the state.  The Farm Service Agency has helped many a farmer get 
started in the business or survive difficult financial times.  I'm pleased to be part of an 
organization that supports agriculture.   
 
The 2008 Farm Bill introduced new financial risk management tools and some of 
these new programs we are still bringing online.  The complexity and number of the 
programs have created challenges for the agency and our employees.  I am grateful 
for your patience as we implement the new programs.  I realize the current economy 
and tight credit for sectors of agriculture are also challenging for you.  The situation 
makes these programs all that much more important.  Our commitment to Washington 
state producers is to provide you the best service possible. 
 

PAYMENT PROBLEMS 
I am sure that you may have heard the saying “To err is human, but it takes a 
computer to really foul things up”.  This could not be more true than for this year’s 
program payments that were due to be issued in October.  Final Direct & Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) direct payments, Average Crop Revenue Program (ACRE) 
direct payments and Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) annual rental payments 
were (or will be) issued through a web-based software program that is new this year 
to FSA.  The transition to the new system has created a multitude of payment 
problems and delays in issuing program payments this fall.  Most of the problems are 
computer software and programming issues that we have no control over at the 
county office.  Please know that we are trying to issue your payments as quickly as 
possible.  Over 95% have been issued to date.  The remainder are being researched 
at county, state, and national levels.  We appreciate your patience. 
 

DCP/ACRE SIGNUP UNDERWAY FOR 2010 
Applications are now being accepted for the Direct & Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) 
and the Average Crop Revenue Election Program (ACRE) for 2010.  To be eligible for 
program payments and benefits, producers must file a contract each year.  Producers 
on farms that elected the ACRE program last year, remain in ACRE through 2012; 
however, producers must also file a contract each year.  Producers who remained in 
DCP last year may remain in DCP or elect the ACRE program for 2010.  Once ACRE 
is elected, the farm remains in ACRE through 2012.   
 
DCP direct payment rates remain unchanged from last year: $.52/Bu wheat, $.24/bu 
barley.  ACRE direct payments are reduced by 20%.  Advance direct payments are 
available under either program at 22% of the total direct payment rate for the year.  
Payments are earned on 83.3% of the farm’s established base acreage times the 
farm’s established yield times the producer’s share.  Producers are free to plant any 
crop on their base acreage with the exception of fruits & vegetables and wild rice. 
 
Please call in advance for an appointment to signup for DCP or ACRE. 
 

COMMITTEE ELECTIONS – PLEASE VOTE 
Election ballots will be sent during November to producers in the Cloverland Area in 
Asotin County and the Northeast Area in Garfield County.  Monday, December 7, 
2009 is the final date to return voted ballots.  Ballots may be delivered to the county 
FSA office or postmarked by December 7 to be eligible to be counted.  Please 
remember that a proper signature is required on the ballots including a “by” and a title 
when signing for an entity.  Power of attorney is not authorized for voting purposes.  
Thanks to all who take time to vote.  
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FSA FARM LOAN PROGRAM 
The Farm Service Agency offers farm loan assistance to farmers and ranchers who have the experience and desire 
to own and operate their own farm or ranch, but who don’t yet meet the qualifications to obtain financing from a 
traditional lender.  FSA makes both direct and guaranteed loans.  The current loan limit for a direct loan is $300,000 
and for a guaranteed loan the limit is $1,094,000.  FSA has a variety of loans, including Farm Ownership, Farm 
Operating, Emergency and Youth.  To find out more about FSA’s lending programs, contact Steve King, Farm Loan 
Manager in Spokane, phone 509-924-7350 Ext 108, or Pam Castoldi, Farm Loan Officer in Walla Walla, phone 509-
522-6347 Ext 111. 

 
BIOMASS CROP ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

The Biomass Crop Assistance Program provides matching funds to contractors who deliver biomass materials used 
to generate heat, power or fuel to qualified biomass conversion facilities.  The first step in the process is for the 
receiving facility to register with FSA.  Once registered and an allocation is received, contractors may begin applying 
for matching funds not to exceed $45 per ton.  The matching funds are available for 24 months from the time of first 
application.  Contact the local FSA Office for details. 
 

HAY STORAGE NOW ELIGIBLE FOR FARM STORAGE FACILITY LOANS 
A change to the Farm Storage Facility Loan program has added hay as an eligible commodity.  Hay producers may 
now obtain a low interest loan to build hay storage for the hay that they produce.  Other changes in the loan program 
now allow loan terms from 7 to 12 years depending on the loan amount borrowed.  The maximum loan amount has 
been raised to $500,000.  A down payment of 15% is required and interest rates are fixed at the time of loan 
approval.  The current interest rate is 3.00 – 3.625% depending on the total amount of the loan.  The size of the 
storage facility is calculated as two times the farms normal production, less any existing storage.  Loans are also still 
available for storing our traditional grain crops.  Contact our office for details. 
 

NAP APPLICATION DEADLINE – ORCHARD CROPS 
The final date to apply for coverage under the Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP) for fruit crops is November 
20, 2009.  If you produce fruit and want to be covered by the NAP program, do not miss this deadline.  Cost is $250 
per crop not to exceed $750 per producer per county, not to exceed $1,875 in all counties. 
 
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FOR LIVESTOCK, HONEYBEES, AND FARM-RAISED FISH PROGRAM (ELAP) 
FSA is currently accepting applications for the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised 
Fish Program (ELAP).  The program provides financial relief to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-
raised fish that have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, including blizzards and wildfires.  
Losses could have occurred as far back as January 1, 2008.  Assistance for producers through ELAP is for losses 
not covered under other Supplemental Agricultural Disaster Assistance programs established by the 2008 Farm Bill. 
These include the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and the 
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments Program (SURE).  ELAP is being implemented to help fill the gap and 
provide assistance under other eligibility conditions determined to be appropriate.  Drought losses are covered under 
the LFP program.  There were not any eligible drought losses in Garfield or Asotin counties in 2008 or 2009.  
Producers who suffered losses from other eligible disaster conditions should check with our office to determine if 
losses are covered by any of these programs.  FSA has set a December 10, 2009 notice of loss deadline for 
losses that occurred between January 1, 2008 and September 10, 2009.  In the future, a notice of loss is due 30 
days after damage is apparent. 
 

HANDICAPPED ACCOMODATIONS 
Special accommodations will be made for the physically handicapped, vision-, or hearing-impaired person upon 
request.  If accommodation is required, please contact Nick Waldher at 509-843-1997. 


