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Benton County FSA News 
Benton County FSA 
415 Wine Country Rd 
Prosser, WA  99350-9555 
Phone: (509) 786-2313 
FAX: (509) 786-1175 
 
Benton County Committee 
Dave Roseberry, Chair 
Jeff Freepons, Vice Chair 
Larry Wilkerson, Member 
Adolfo Alvarez, Advisor 
Teresa Engbertson, Advisor 
 
COC Meetings 
Meetings are scheduled for 
the LAST Wednesday of 
every month @ 9:00 AM; NO 
meetings are held in July 
 
Office Staff 
Dennis Simmelink, CED 
dennis.simmelink@wa.usda.gov  
Bonnie Anderson, PT 
Teresa Johnson, PT 
Hollie Tuttle, PT (Temporary) 
 
Jon Wilson, Farm Loan Mgr. 
Pam Castoldi, FLO 
Joyce Nevins-Ginsberg, FLO 
Franklin County FSA Office 
Phone: (509) 545-8543 
 
Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 
Office Closures 
May 26th, Memorial Day 
July 4th, Independence Day 
 
Dates to Remember: 
- ONGOING (until further 
notice); Disaster & Livestock 
program signups 
- Acreage Reporting June 
30th for CRP and other 
programs requiring a report 
 
Persons with disabilities who 
require accommodations to 
attend or participate in any 
meeting, event or function 
should contact the county 
office.  FSA is committed to 
making programs accessible 
to all customers. 
 
  
 

 
WEB Sites 

National: www.fsa.usda.gov 
State: www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 

 

 
ANNUAL WOMEN AND AGRICULTURE CONFERENCE 

  Transitioning farm ownership within the family, land and water rights, marketing 
savvy and biosecurity are just a few of the topics that will be covered at the annual 
Washington Women and Agriculture Conference to be held in East Wenatchee on 
April 18 – 19, 2008.  Information about how to register for the conference, costs, 
driving directions, and more is available at www.ncw.wsu.edu/family.  Registration 
is due April 15. Hotel reservations at the lower conference rate are due April 4.  
Presented by Washington State University Extension in cooperation with a number 
of local and statewide sponsors, the program’s theme is “Cultivating Our Reality”, 
and addresses subjects specifically requested by women working in agriculture. 
 

CROP DISASTER PROGRAM (CDP) SIGNUP CONTINUES 
  Only producers who obtained crop insurance coverage or coverage under the 
Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the year of loss (2005 
thru 2007) will be eligible for CDP benefits.  If you feel you have suffered a 
qualifying loss under the CDP program, please contact Bonnie for additional 
information and/or an appointment.  There currently is no set deadline on the CDP 
signup, but you are encouraged to act as soon as possible.  
 

FSA COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION RESULTS 
  Jeff Freepons was re-elected to a three year term to the County Committee and 
Gayle Wheeler as the 1st Alternate in LAA #1.  We would like to thank the 
candidates for their willingness to run as well as those who took the time to vote.  
The committee organizational meeting held in January saw Dave Roseberry 
elected as chairman, Jeff Freepons as vice-chairman, and Larry Wilkerson as 
regular member.  Teresa Engbretson and Adolfo Alvarez have been reappointed 
by the WA State Committee as advisors to the county committee. 
 

FARM RECORD CHANGES & RECONSTITUTIONS 
  Changes in leases, ownerships, or reorganizations of farm entities should be 
updated in our office as soon as they are known. Please notify us of any changes 
to your records for the 2008 crop year so that these changes can be completed in 
the county office prior to signups.  The final date to request a reconstitution of a 
farm or tract combination or division effective for the 2008 crop year is August 1, 
2008.  Requests that are received after August 1 will not become effective until the 
2009 crop year.   
 

SIGNATURE REQUIREMENTS 
  County offices must verify that a signature authority is on file in the office before 
accepting a signature on any program or related documents on behalf of another.  
In most cases, a husband and wife can sign documents on behalf of each other 
unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has been provided to the 
county office.  When signing in a representative capacity for a husband or wife, 
trust, estate, partnership, corporation, or other entity, an indicator such as “by” or 
“for” should precede the signature, followed by authorization, such as “trustee” or 
“POA”.  Please remember to date your signature on any paperwork that we 
process for you.  Failure to do so may result in the temporary suspension of 
payments until we have the signatures properly dated. 
 

 2007 FARM BILL UPDATE & ACREAGE REPORTING 
  The current farm bill (Farm Security & Rural Investment Act of 2002) expired 
September 30, 2007.  To date, there is no new farm bill or extension of the current 
bill.  Until we hear different, June 30 is the final date to timely certify your acreages.  
Reports are required for CRP, NAP, and other programs authorized, but not yet 
expired, under the 2002 Farm Bill.  Please contact Teresa for additional information 
or to schedule an appointment.  We will do our best to keep you informed. 
 

FOREIGN INVESTORS 90 DAYS REPORTING RULE 
  Foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land are required by law to report your land 
holdings, acquisitions, leases of 10 years or more, and land use changes within 90 
days of these transactions.  Report these changes to the local FSA office.  Failure 
to report these changes can result in a civil penalty of up to 25 percent of the fair 
market value of your interest in agricultural land. 
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“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 
or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
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BEGINNING FARMING AND RANCHING FINANCING 
  FSA's loan programs are designed to help family farmers who are temporarily unable to obtain commercial credit. 
In many cases, these are beginning farmers who have insufficient net worth to qualify for commercial credit. 
The law also requires FSA to reserve or target loan funds for exclusive use by beginning farmers. Funds remain 
targeted for beginning farmers in the guaranteed programs until April 1 of each year. In the direct programs, funds 
are targeted for beginning farmers until September 1 of each year. 

A beginning farmer or rancher is an individual or entity who:  
• Has not operated a farm or ranch for more than 10 years  
• Substantially participates in the operation 
• For Farm Ownership loan purposes, does not own a farm greater than 30 percent of the average size 

farm in the county 
• For Farm Ownership loan purposes, must have participated in the business operation of a farm for at 

least three years. 
  Maximum amounts of indebtedness are $200,000 for Direct Loans and $899,000 (amount varies annually based on 
inflation) for Guaranteed Loans.  FSA has a special down payment program to assist beginning farmers and 
ranchers to purchase a farm or ranch. This program also provides a means for retiring farmers and ranchers to 
transfer their land to a future generation.  Also, beginning farmer or rancher applicants may choose to participate in a 
joint financing plan. In this program, FSA lends up to 50 percent of the amount financed, and another lender provides 
50 percent or more.  FSA will charge a reduced interest rate on the loan.  Eligible beginning farmers and ranchers 
are given first priority to purchase FSA acquired properties at the appraised market value for the first 135 days after 
acquisition.  For more information about FSA loan programs, contact Jon Wilson, Farm Loan Manager, at (509) 545-
8543. 

 
CRP MAINTENANCE 

  The primary nesting season for Washington is April 1 through August 1.  During this time period, prior approval by 
the County Committee is required to treat weeds by mowing, burning, or spraying on contracts that have received 
final stand certification.  Treatment must be limited to areas that have weed problems.  Treatment of entire fields for 
cosmetic purposes is not allowed.  Outside the nesting period, you are allowed to perform treatment without any prior 
approval from FSA. 
 

  Weed control is required on CRP land.  While prior approval may be required during certain times, FSA will grant it 
for any legitimate weed problems.  Also, activities such as harrowing or chopping of dried up mustards and Russian 
thistle after the nesting period has ended can be a valuable tool to keep these weeds from getting on your neighbor's 
property.  These activities help maintain grass vigor and ensure that you have a viable cover for the entire contract 
period 
 

  Remember that these rules only apply to contracts that have been certified as being established.  If your stand has 
not been certified, you may, and are contractually required to perform any weed control activities necessary, at any 
time of the year as called for in your conservation plan.  Failure of your stand due to lack of weed control may lead to 
payment reductions or contract termination. 
 

  CRP contracts may be revised to include certain maintenance practices in mid-contract to maintain stand vigor and 
diversity.  Fifty percent cost-sharing is available if these activities are approved by FSA before work begins.  
Examples of practices include:  mowing, herbicide application and fertilization.  Please contact the county office if 
you are interested in mid-contract management practices. 
 

July 15 application ranking cut-off date announced for Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) 
  EQIP addresses resource problems by providing financial incentives for landowners to solve them by implementing 
the appropriate conservation practices.  If any landowner has interest in signing up or would like more 
information, please contact your local NRCS office. 


