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BENTON COUNTY FSA NEWS 

 
Benton County FSA 
415 Wine Country Rd  
Prosser, WA  99336 
Office Phone: 509-786-2313  
Office Fax: 509-786-1175 
 
Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 
County Committee 
Carl Anderson, Chair 
Dave Roseberry, Vice-Chair  
Jeff Freepons, Member 
Adolfo Alvarez, Advisor 
Teresa Engbretson, Advisor 
 
Office Staff 
Dennis Simmelink, CED 
dennis.simmelink@wa.usda.gov 
Bonnie Anderson, PT 
Teresa Johnson, PT 
Hollie Tuttle, PT 
 
Farm Loan Staff 
509-545-8543 
Jon Wilson, FLM 
Pam Castoldi, FLO 
Joyce Nevins-Ginsberg, FLO 
Beth Farias, FLT 
 
COC Meetings 
COC meetings are held on 
Wednesday of the 2 nd full 
week of the month @ 9:00 AM. 
NO meetings are held in July. 
 
Get Your Payments Timely & 
Accurately 
Changes in your Bank Account 
or has your Bank merged or 
changed names? 
Don’t Forget – Update your 
Direct Deposit Form for timely 
payments. 
 
FSA WEB Sites 
National: www.fsa.usda.gov 
State: www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
USDA: www.usda.gov 
 
Reasonable 
Accommodations 
Special accommodations will 
be made upon request for 
individuals with disabilities, 
vision impairment, or hearing 
loss. If accommodations are 
required, please contact 
Dennis Simmelink at (509) 
786-2313. 
 
 

 

Keeping Up on the Latest Farm Bill Information 
FSA is implementing the 2008 Farm Bill as quickly as rules can be written and software 
developed to process applications.  Information will be available in between newsletter 
distributions.  To get the latest information as it becomes available, you may access the FSA 
website for Washington at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa.  An RSS Feed has been put on the 
press release pages of the state and national websites.  The RSS Feed sends an automatic 
notification to your computer whenever a posting is made to the page with the RSS Feed.  
Contact the county office if you would like information on how to use an RSS Feed. 
 

COC Organization 
Due to personal reasons, Larry Wilkerson, LAA 3 Member, has resigned from the Committee.  
We wish to thank Larry for his many years of service to the producers of Benton County.  Carl 
Anderson, 1st Alternate, has agreed to complete Larry’s term which is up at the end of 2009, 
and wish to thank him for his willingness to serve the producers of Benton County. 
 
In the recent elections, Dave Roseberry was reelected to the committee to serve a 3 year term.  
The COC organizational meeting was held on January 14, and resulted in the following 
structure for 2009:  Carl Anderson, Chairman; Dave Roseberry, Vice Chairman; and Jeff 
Freepons, Regular Member.  Thanks to all that took the time to vote!    
 
The County Committee has recommended to the State Committee for the reappointment of 
Teresa Engbretson and Adolfo Alvarez as Advisors to the COC.  They have made important 
contributions to the committee representing the interests of women and Latinos in agriculture.  
 

Payment Eligibility & Limitation 
All producers who participate in FSA programs will need to meet certain payment eligibility 
conditions and complete payment eligibility and payment limitation forms.  Producers must 
meet all of the following to be eligible for certain program payments: 
1. Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation Provisions - Comply by completing AD- 
1026, farm all highly erodible land according to an approved conservation system and not 
disturb or manipulate any wetlands without prior approval. 
2. Adjusted Gross Income Provisions - Producer’s average adjusted gross income must be 
below established thresholds for three years prior to the year of participation, skipping the 
most recent year. For 2009, the 2005-2007 income years will be used.  The adjusted gross 
income limitations are as follows: 

Conservation Programs - $1,000,000 unless 66.66% is from farming and ranching 
DCP & ACRE Direct Payments - $500,000 non-farm, $750,000 farm 
DCP Counter-Cyclical Payments, ACRE payments - $500,000 non-farm, 
Price Support Programs, marketing loan gains, LDP’s - $500,000 non-farm 
Disaster Programs (SURE, ELAP, LFP, LIP, TAP, NAP) - $500,000 non-farm 

3. Payment Eligibility/Limitation - Payment limitations will be determined by “Direct 
Attribution” to taxpayer identification numbers, and by entity.  The 3-entity rule has been 
eliminated. Producers must be “actively engaged in farming”, meet cash rent tenant rules, be a 
U. S. Citizen or legal immigrant and be at least 18 years old (with certain exceptions).  
 
Operators and tenants need to be aware that changes were recently made to Actively Engaged 
in farming provisions. Each stockholder, partner, or member with an ownership interest in a 
corporation or other similar entity must make a contribution, whether compensated or not, of 
active personal labor, active personal management or a combination thereof to the farming 
operation. The contribution of active personal management and/or labor must be performed on 
a regular basis, be identifiable and documentable, and be separate and distinct from the 
contributions of any other member, stockholder, or partner.  The failure of any partner, 
stockholder, or member to meet this requirement will result in a reduction of payments to the 
payment entity commensurate with the ownership share held by that interest holder. Please 
note this does not apply to landowning entities because the landholding entity is considered 
actively engaged in farming under the landowner exemption. 
 

2009 DCP/ACRE Signup  
The county office is now taking signup appointments for the Direct and Counter-Cyclical 
Payment (DCP) program through June 1, 2009.  Please call for an appointment as there is a 
significant amount of new paperwork to complete.  We will be taking acreage reports at the 
same time, as well as having you complete the new payment limitation and adjusted gross 
income forms that are required for 2009 program participation.  The 2008 Act reduced      
payment acres from 85% of base acres to 83.3% for crop years 2009-2011.  The rate returns to  
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85% for crop year 2012.  In contrast to previous years, CCC-509 contracts not signed by all producers earning payments by the 
June 1 deadline will not be considered submitted to CCC for any purpose and will NOT be approved.  There will be no late 
filing options this year as well.  Erosion and weeds are required to be controlled on DCP acreage.  Wild rice and fruits and 
vegetables, with certain exceptions, are restricted from DCP acreage. 
 
Advance payments are made at 22% of the direct payment rate, and are not authorized for crop year 2012.  Direct Payment rates 
are established under the 2008 Farm Bill Act and are issued regardless of market price.  Counter-Cyclical Payments are issued 
only if effective prices are less than the target price set in the farm bill.  Advance payments can be made if requested for the 
2009 and 2010 program, but will not be available for either the 2011 or 2012 program.  Producers have the option of selecting 
what month in which to receive advance payments. 
  

Direct Payment rates are as follows: 
Wheat - $0.52/bu     Barley - $0.24/bu     Oats - $0.024/bu     Corn - $0.28/bu 

 
2008 – 2009 Target Prices for Counter-Cyclical Payments: 

Wheat - $3.92/bu     Barley - $2.24/bu     Oats - $1.44/bu     Corn - $2.63/bu 
 

ACRE Program Details 
Producers who are eligible for the DCP program are also eligible to enroll in the Average Crop Revenue Election Program 
(ACRE).  The enrollment period for ACRE is expected to begin sometime this spring.  Producers may elect to first enroll in 
DCP, elect advance payments, and then later modify their requests to include the ACRE program.  Election and enrollment 
dates, and State benchmark yields will be announced as soon as we know what they will be.  The program is available on a farm 
by farm basis, and is offered as an alternative to DCP.  The preliminary ACRE Program State Guarantee Prices have been 
released and are as follows: 

Wheat - $6.59/bu     Barley - $4.18/bu    Oats - $2.82/bu    Corn - $4.05/bu 
 

Farm Loan Programs – Announcing Benton County Office Hours 
In order to provide better service to our current farm loan customers and to those interested in learning more about our loan 
programs, we will now be offering the services of a Farm Loan Officer (FLO) in the county office.  Beginning February 25, a 
FLO will be available from 12:00 – 3:00 PM on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month.  We look forward to this opportunity 
to provide a valuable service to the producers of Benton County.  Future appointments can best be arranged by contacting Joyce 
Nevins-Ginsberg, FLO, at the Franklin County Service Center; (509) 545-8543 Ext. 105.  Please feel free to contact either Joyce 
or this office if you have any questions.   

 
2008 Earning Statement 

Form CCC-1099G, Report of Producer Payments, was mailed in January to all FSA program participants who received payment 
in 2008. These reports are mailed from FSA’s Kansas City Office; please watch your mail for your report. If you do not receive 
it, or it does not match your records, contact our office immediately so that corrective action can be taken. It is important that the 
1099G is accurate, since the data is reported to the Internal Revenue Service. Please remember, refunds made to FSA will 
not show on your CCC-1099G. Please contact us if you need a CCC-1099G Refund Report. Producer’s with eAuthentication 
Level 2 accounts can login online and obtain a 1099G report showing any refunds made to FSA. 
 

CRP Weed Control for Winter & Spring 
The County Committee would like to remind CRP participants of the requirement for controlling weeds on CRP contracted 
lands.  Please ensure that wind blown weeds such as Russian thistle, mustards, and other weeds prone to being moved by the 
wind are mowed/controlled this fall/winter to ensure that they do not infest your neighbor’s fields or yards.  Your cooperation in 
these efforts is appreciated by all.  Thank you in advance for your good stewardship of the land and concern for your neighbors!  
 

Crop Disaster Program Signup for 2005-2006-2007 crop years ENDS Friday, February 27, 2009 
 




