
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 LET IT RAIN (or SNOW) 
 

WINTER 2010 

BENTON COUNTY FSA NEWS 

Benton County FSA 
415 Wine Country Rd 
Prosser, WA  99336 
Phone: 509-786-2313 Ext: 2 
Fax: 509-786-1175 
 
Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 
County Committee 
David Roseberry, Chair 
Jeff Freepons, Vice-Chair  
Carl Anderson, Member 
Adolfo Alvarez, Advisor 
Teresa Engbretson, Advisor 
 
Office Staff 
Dennis Simmelink, CED 
dennis.simmelink@wa.usda.gov 
Bonnie Anderson, PT 
Teresa Johnson, PT 
Hollie Tuttle, PT 
 
Farm Loan Staff 
Serving Benton and Franklin 
Counties: 
Joyce Nevins-Ginsberg, FLO 
Beth Farias, PT 
Office Phone: 509-545-8543 
 
COC Meetings 
02/17/10   03/17/10   04/14/10 
 
COC meetings are normally 
held on Wednesday of the 
second full week of the month 
@ 9:00 (NO meetings are held 
during the month of July.) 
 
Receive Your Payments 
Timely & Accurately 
Changes in your Bank Account 
or has your Bank merged or 
changed names?  If so, don’t 
forget to update your Direct 
Deposit Form(s) for timely 
payments, AND please keep 
us informed of any changes to 
your farming operation or 
address. 
 
FSA WEB Sites 
National: www.fsa.usda.gov 
State: www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
USDA: www.usda.gov 
 
Reasonable 
Accommodations 
Special accommodations will 
be made upon request for 
individuals with disabilities, 
vision impairment, or hearing 
loss. If accommodations are 
required, please contact 
Dennis Simmelink at (509) 
786-2313. 
 

 

Congratulations to Carl!  He has been elected to a 3 year term on the Benton County 
Committee and will be representing those producers who farm in LAA #3 which encompasses 
the south-eastern portion of the county.  Carl raises wheat and cattle and has farming interests 
throughout the county.  The 2010 COC organizational meeting was held in January with the 
following elections taking place:  

CARL ANDERSON ELECTED TO COUNTY COMMITTEE 

David Roseberry, Chairman  Adolfo Alvarez, Advisor 
Jeff Freepons, Vice Chairman   Teresa Engbretson, Advisor 
Carl Anderson, Regular Member 

Feel free to contact any of the members on the COC as they represent your interests and are 
more than willing to listen to your concerns or ideas.  Our many thanks to the Committee for 
their dedication and willingness to serve the producers of Benton County! 
 

The office is now accepting appointments for those producers wishing to enroll into the 2010 
Direct & Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP), or the Average Crop Revenue Election program 
(ACRE).  Contracts for both of these programs are required to be completed annually.  Signup 
deadline to enroll into DCP or ACRE is June 1, 2010.  FSA will NOT accept any late-filed 
applications. 

2010 DCP/ACRE SIGNUP 

 

During your appointment, you will be reviewing and completing the following items:  
• Reviewing eligibility forms previously completed for the 2009 crop year and making 

any necessary adjustments.  If major structural changes have or will be occurring for 
2010, new forms will need to be completed.  New income verification forms for 2010 
will also be completed.  

• Reviewing and completing the 2010 DCP/ACRE contracts.  All owners receiving a 
share of the payment will need to sign the contract.  

• Completing 2010 acreage reports (as practical), if all crops have been planted.  Please 
have your planting dates with you.  If you have had changes in your farming 
operation since the last sign-up, please notify us as soon as possible so that we may 
make the appropriate updates to your farm records.  The final acreage reporting date is 
June 30, 2010.  Late-filed reports can be accepted, but late-filed fees apply. 

 

For additional information, or to schedule an appointment, please contact Teresa. 
 

Signup for the 2008 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments program (SURE) began on 
January 4, 2010.  This signup period is for those who suffered crop production losses during 
crop year 2008.  (The final sign-up date has not been announced at this time.) 

SUPPLEMENTAL REVENUE ASSISTANCE PAYEMENTS (SURE) 

 

SURE provides crop disaster assistance payments to eligible producers on farms that have 
incurred crop production or crop quality losses.  The program takes into consideration crop 
losses on all crops grown by a producer nationwide.  SURE provides assistance in an amount 
equal to 60 percent of the difference between the SURE farm guarantee and total farm 
revenue. The farm guarantee is based on the amount of crop insurance and Non-insured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage on the farm.  Total farm revenue takes into 
account the actual value of production on the farm as well as insurance indemnities and certain 
farm program payments.  
 

Producers must have suffered at least a 10 percent production loss on a crop of economic 
significance, and must have met the risk management purchase requirement by either obtaining 
a policy or plan of insurance, under the Federal Crop Insurance Act or NAP coverage, for all 
economically significant crops.  Producers considered socially disadvantaged, a beginning 
farmer or rancher, or a limited resource farmer may be eligible for SURE without a policy or 
plan of insurance or NAP coverage.   

For additional information or to schedule an appointment, please contact Bonnie.   

PAYMENTS AND TAX REPORTING – CHECK YOUR STATEMENT 
As you may know, FSA experienced a number of software issues in disbursing 2009 CRP and 
DCP/ACRE payments.  Kansas City began issuing your CCC-1099G form, with the 2009 
payment data, towards the end of January that is being reported to the IRS.  It is particularly 
important this year that you closely review this document to ensure it accurately reflects the 
payments you received in 2009.  If it does not, or if you have any questions about the data, 
please contact our office.  We will assist you to confirm the data or obtain a corrected CCC-
1099G.  Also keep in mind that this form does not include any refunds you may have made to 
FSA in 2009.  That data must be obtained directly from our office.  We appreciate your 
patience and understanding as the agency implements our new payment system.  Please 
contact us with any questions about your payments or tax statement.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 
and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all 
or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.  
20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
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2009 AND 2010 AVERAGE AGI COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS 
Eligibility for USDA program participation was first tied to Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) limitations with the 2002 
Act and continued by Congress under the 2008 Act.  The 2008 Act requires the annual filing of a CCC-926, average AGI 
certification or a written statement from the participant’s attorney or accountant.  Participant’s eligibility for Commodity 
Program eligibility under Title I of the Act is restricted to an average nonfarm AGI of $500,000 or less.  In addition, the 2008 
Act requires that participant’s have an average farm AGI of $750,000 or less to qualify for DCP/ACRE direct payments and an 
average nonfarm AGI of $1,000,000 or less to qualify for Conservation Payments. 
 

FSA has determined that review and verification of Average AGI compliance certifications submitted by participants is required 
to ensure the accuracy of payments and the integrity of USDA programs.  FSA and IRS have finalized a data-sharing process for 
average AGI compliance and verification.  IRS will report the results of this process to FSA to determine whether participants 
comply with average AGI limitations.  
 

Producers whose average AGI appears to exceed statutory limitations will be notified by letter and provided an opportunity to 
submit a third party verification from a certified public accountant or attorney that demonstrates AGI limits have not been 
exceeded.  Producers will be given 30 days to submit this verification to the Washington State FSA Office.  Non-compliant 
participants will be required to refund applicable program payments. 
 

The average AGI compliance verification process will require the filing of a consent/disclosure form from all participants who 
have received, or will receive, program benefits in 2009 and 2010 under average AGI eligibility requirements.  The CCC-927 
form is to be filed by individuals, and members of joint operations, stockholders, and partners who are individuals.  The CCC-
928 form will be filed by entities such as corporations, LLC’s, Limited Partnerships, Trusts and Estates.  
 

The forms require that the participant indicate whether they received program benefits in 2009, 2010 or both years.  Signatures 
on the form must be by the participant themselves; FSA-211 Power-of-Attorneys are not authorized for use on the CCC-
927 or CCC-928.  The form will NOT be returned to FSA but instead must be mailed to the IRS at the address shown at 
the top of the form within 60 days of signing the form.  Failure to file the CCC-927 or CCC-928, as applicable with the 
IRS will result in ineligibility and forfeiture of program benefits received under average AGI requirements.  We greatly 
appreciate your cooperation in the completion of the average AGI compliance process.  Please contact us with any questions you 
may have.  Consent forms can be obtained at the local USDA Service Center or online at http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov. 
 

PAYMENT LIMITATION & ELIGIBILITY – ANNUAL NOTICE TO PRODUCERS 
Producers participating in certain FSA programs are subject to limitations on the total annual payments that can be received. 
Under the 2008 Farm Bill, payments are limited by direct attribution.  The maximum amount persons or entities can receive per 
year are: Direct payments - $40,000; Counter-Cyclical (CC)/ACRE payments - $65,000; SURE, LFP, LIP, and ELAP - 
$100,000 combined; TAP - $100,000; NAP - $100,000; CRP and CREP rental/incentive payments - $50,000; GRP - $50,000; 
LDP and market loan gains - unlimited.  With ACRE participation, the direct payment limitation will reflect a 20 percent direct 
payment reduction.  The DCP CC/ACRE payment limitation will then be increased by the direct payment reduction amount. 
 

The following provisions apply to certain programs: actively engaged in farming, cash rent tenant, foreign person, and average 
adjusted gross income (AGI).  No program benefits will be provided until all required forms are filed and determinations are 
complete.  Producers determined not actively engaged in farming are ineligible for any payment which requires such a 
determination.  Determinations may be initiated by COC or requested by a producer.  If any changes occur that could affect the 
determinations, producers must timely notify the County Office by filing revised forms and applicable supporting 
documentation. 
 

All payment eligibility forms are subject to spot check through the end-of-year review process.  Producers selected for spot 
check must provide adequate documentation to support that: inputs used to determine contributions to the farming operation 
were significant; contributions were at risk and were commensurate with claimed shares of the farming operation; applicable 
“common attribution” determinations were correct; land ownership was accurately reported when the landowner rule was used; 
the producer was in compliance with applicable AGI limits; and any other factors pertinent to the original determinations are 
substantiated.  
 

CUSTOMER COMMENTS 
Help us to provide you the quality service that we strive to provide.  Let us know what we are doing well, or where we need 
improvement, by sending us your comments and/or concerns.  You may either drop us a line or an email to: 
dennis.simmelink@wa.usda.gov. 

http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/�

