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Staffing of the Lower Columbia Area FSA Office 

 The Staffing in Lower Columbia Area FSA office is limited. Klickitat County FSA in Goldendale 
is servicing this office until the CED and PT positions can be filled.  We ask for your patience 
during this time of transition and again, please call the office to see when someone will be here 
to help you, prior to coming in.   If you need to speak to someone right away and can’t wait for a 

return phone call, you may call the FSA office in 
Goldendale at (509) 773-5822. Please don’t hesitate to call 
if we can be of any assistance! 

Dairy Disaster Assistance Payment Program 

Since January 2005, dairy production in many counties has 
been impacted by various natural disasters. In May of 
2007, President Bush authorized the DDAP III which 
provides $16 million in benefits for produces who suffered 
dairy production losses between Jan. 1, 2005 thru Dec. 31, 
2007. FSA determines dairy production losses using the 
established history of the dairy operation's average number 
of cows in the dairy herd and actual commercial production 
marketed during the base period and applicable disaster 
claim period. FSA will determine the base annual 
production using the average annual production per cow 
according to the following:  

• The average of annual marketed production during 
the base period calendar years of 2003 and 2004, 
divided by; 

• The average number of cows in the dairy operation's herd during the base period 
calendar years of 2003 and 2004.  

A dairy producer must provide adequate proof of the dairy operation's commercial production, 
including any dairy herd inventory records available for the operation, for the years of the base 
period (2003 and 2004 calendar years) and disaster claim period that corresponds with the 
issuance date of the applicable natural disaster declaration. Signup ends May 5th. 
 

Emergency Conservation Program for Flood Damaged Farmland  

We are currently taking applications for the Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) however 
the formal signup period has been established as May 5 through June 2, 2008.   ECP covers 
up to 75% of the cost of debris removal; repairing or replacing fencing; grading, leveling, 
shaping, and reseeding of pastures.   ECP does not cover damage to physical structures such 
as buildings.   Please call the office for details, and to request an application packet.   Damage 
to physical structures may be eligible for assistance under the Emergency Loan Program.             

Farm Bill & 2008 Acreage Certifications  

The current Farm Bill expired on September 30, 2007 and as of today we do not have a new 
Farm Bill or a long term extension of the 2002 Farm Bill. The county office is taking 
appointments for 2008 acreage reporting in anticipation of a Bill being announced soon. 

Acreage Reports are required for farms with CRP, Producers wanting to participate in Commodity Loan and 
LDP programs, farms participating in Direct & Counter Cyclical Program and for the Non-Insured Assistance 
Program (NAP). In other words, virtually everyone who participates in a program through this office will 
need to report his or her acres to remain in compliance. Please do not wait until the last minute. The 
deadline to complete your acreage report is June 30, 2008.   
 
Non-Insured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 

If you have a 2008 NAP policy and suffer a loss on your non-insurable crop due to weather related 
conditions you must report that loss to the County Office no later than 15 days from the date the loss 
becomes apparent. June 30 is the final day to report 2007 Crop Production for NAP. Reporting production is 
important to keep your yield high in the event that you have a loss in the future years.  
 

Farm Record Changes & Reconstitutions 

If you have purchased or sold land, or had operator or ownership changes on a part of your farm, please 
notify the County Office.  The final date to request a reconstitution of a farm/ tract combination or division 
effective for 2008 crop year is August 1, 2008.  Also, please report any changes of address or banking 
information. 
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The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, 
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5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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Farm Loan Programs Available 

FSA has direct and guaranteed loan programs available for family-sized farm businesses.  FSA’s loan 
programs are designed to help farmers who are temporarily unable to obtain private, commercial credit. 
 
The loan limits for direct operating and farm ownership loans are $200,000 each.  The loan limit for 
guaranteed operating and farm ownership loans is a combined total of $899,000.  Funding is allocated for 
these programs after October 1 of each year. 
 
Depending on the type of loan, funds can be used to purchase farms, livestock, and equipment, operate the 
farm, build or repair farm buildings, pay for water development for conservation practices and in some 
cases refinance debts. 
 
Youth loans are available for those applicants who participate in 4-H clubs, FFA or similar organizations. To 
qualify, these applicants must be between the ages of 10-20, be a U.S. citizen and live in a rural 
community. These loans can be used to finance raising and breeding livestock, growing fruit, vegetables for 
resale, flowers and plants for resale, and roadside stands. They can also be used to buy, rent, or repair 
tools and equipment needed for the project. For additional information contact our office. 
 
Statewide Strategic Plan For Washington Agriculture 

During 2008, the Washington State Dept. of Agriculture is assembling a statewide strategic plan for 
Washington agriculture. The work is based upon the vision of producers and the realities of the industry 
now and into the foreseeable future. 
 
This plan is being developed with information provided by farmers and it is for farmers. The plan will be 
used by the Governor, the Legislature and others to help guide future actions.  WSDA is currently obtaining 
input online.  Also, listening sessions are being conducted throughout the state. The Future of Farming 
project website has a link for the online survey and a list of listening sessions.  The site is: 
http://agr.wa.gov/fof/default.htm 
 
Livestock Program And Crop Disaster Signups Continue 

Deadlines have not been established for the Crop Disaster Program (CDP) covering 2005, 2006, & 2007 
crops that were covered by Federal Crop Insurance or FSA NAP Policy. The Livestock Compensation 
Program (LCP) covers pasture losses for either 2005 or 2007.  For more information please call or visit the 
office as soon as possible. 
 
2008 Crop Year Wool, Mohair and Unshorn Pelts 
Marketing assistance loans and loan deficiency payments are being accepted for 2008 crop wool, mohair, 
and unshorn pelts. Producers must have beneficial interest and sign a 633 EZ before they sell the 
commodity. Please call the office for more information or to request the 633 EZ as soon as possible. 
 
Reasonable Accommodations Facilities And Programs 

Special accommodations will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision impairment, or 
hearing loss. If accommodations are required, please contact Virginia Klein at (509) 773-5822. 


