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Dates to Remember: 
 
Sept. 16, Final Date for 2008  
    CAT/NAP Buy-in   
Sept. 30, DCP Signup Ends 
Oct. 13, Columbus Day, 
                 Office Closed 
 
 
 
 

 

DCP SIGNUP END DATE FAST APPROACHING ! 

Producers have until September 30, 2008 to apply for the 2008 Direct and Counter-Cyclical 
Program (DCP). There are no provisions allowing for approval of late-filed program 
applications. Therefore, at least one producer or the owner must have a signature on form 
CCC-509, Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program Contract, by September 30, 2008.  Due to the 
short time frame to get everyone enrolled into 2008 DCP, we have printed and mailed the 
majority of contracts out using the same crop share percentages as indicated on 2007 DCP 
contracts. The farm operator is responsible for reviewing these contracts and ensuring all 
required signatures have been obtained by the deadline. 

October 15, 2008, is the deadline for obtaining signatures for all producers with shares greater 
than zero on CCC-509. If a producer with a share greater than zero has not signed the DCP 
contract by October 15, 2008, that contract is not timely filed and cannot be acted upon or 
approved.  If you plan to participate in the 2008 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program, do not 
let this deadline pass by!  If you are uncertain if your paperwork has been completed or if all 
required signatures on your farm have been provided, please contact the FSA office as soon 
as possible. September 30 will be here before you know it! 

DISASTER ASSISTANCE “BUY-IN” PROGRAM 

Producers have until September 16, 2008 to pay needed “buy-in” fees on crops not covered 
by crop insurance or NAP (non-insured assistance program). The new 2008 Farm Bill has 
authorized producers who had a 2008 crop loss the opportunity to pay a fee to “buy-in” to 
newly legislated disaster programs.  Although crop insurance or NAP coverage enrollment 
dates have passed for 2008 crops, this one-time waiver allows producers to purchase buy-in 
disaster coverage by paying the minimum fee for the Catastrophic (CAT) level of crop 
insurance coverage for insured crops, or NAP coverage for uninsurable crops.  The new 
disaster programs require that you have coverage on all crops grown, including pasture and 
rangeland being grazed. One critical point regarding pasture being grazed is that it includes 
your horse pasture.  The “buy-in” fee for this CAT and NAP coverage is $100 per crop with a 
maximum of $300 per administrative county, $900 maximum for multiple counties. CAT and 
NAP fees are treated separately; therefore maximum amounts apply separately to each type 
coverage. If you feel you had a crop disaster on any crop for 2008, we recommend you stop by 
your local FSA office for more information regarding the requirements for participation in any 
2008 disaster programs.  Again, the deadline is September 16, 2008!!! 

October Payments 

As usual, the 2008 annual Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) payments and DCP 
payments will be issued in October.  Payments can only be issued to farms that have provided 
the county office with all needed paperwork.  Required paperwork includes your annual report 
of planted acreage, or acreage certification.  The deadline for providing FSA with your annual 
acreage reports was August 15, 2008.  If you did not provide the required acreage reports, you 
will be required to pay a late-filed fee and provide the needed information to the County office 
before any pending payments can be issued. 

FARM DIVISIONS AND RECONSTITUTIONS 
 

Any land divisions or additions on your farm impacts your acreage bases.  For program 
purposes, FSA adheres to a landowner designation of dividing bases in the manner agreed to 
by the parent farm owner and purchaser or transferee.  This method of dividing the bases may 
be used when any part of a farm or tract is sold or ownership is transferred, an entire tract or 
farm is sold to two or more persons, or farm or tract ownership is transferred to two or more 
persons.  The land sold or transferred must have been owned for at least three years unless 
the County Committee approves a waiver of this requirement. 
 

COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS 
 

County Committee elections will be here in November. Ballots will be mailed out to the 
applicable Local Administrative Area (LAA) up for election with the deadline for returning the 
ballots being December 1, 2008. In Walla Walla County, the incumbent County Committee 
member, Steve Bughi has stated his willingness to run for another 3-year term. In Columbia 
County, incumbent County Committee member Dan McKinley has also stated his willingness to 
run for another 3-year term.  Both candidates are running un-opposed. More on the upcoming 
committee elections will be provided in a later newsletter. 
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AGR SALES CLOSING DATE 
 

Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) Insurance provides protection against low revenue due to unavoidable natural 
disasters and market fluctuation that occur during the insurance year.  January 31 remains the sales closing date for 
AGR.  Please contact your local crop insurance agent for further information. 

 
 EARLY RELEASE OF ENROLLED CRP ACRES 

 
USDA recently completed a very thorough review regarding if early release of acres currently enrolled in CRP should 
be allowed.  The Secretary of Agriculture has stated that after considering recent crop reports and weather conditions, 
price trends seen in grain markets, and the likelihood of increasing land for crop production, it was decided to not 
allow the penalty-free release of CRP land at this time.  Owners do have the option of taking their acres out of CRP 
early, however they are required to repay all monies earned on the contract plus interest and liquidated damages.  
Provisions in the new farm bill lowers the CRP enrollment cap to 32 million acres by 2010.  Given current contract 
expirations nation-wide, it is anticipated we will meet that in 2010.  However, based on the lowered cap of CRP 
acreage, it is unlikely that there will be a general CRP signup in the next year or two.  
No information has been provided thus far that would put a stop to the Continuous CRP/Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP) enrollments or reenrollments. 

 

FSA LOANS 
 

Farm Loan Limits Increased: The new Farm Bill increased loan limits for Operating and Real Estate purchase loans 
to $300,000.  This is the first increase in over 20 years.  If you had reached the maximum loan amount previously, you 
might now qualify for additional credit under the direct loan program.  Please contact FSA’s loan department, located 
in the Pasco FSA Office to find out if you qualify. The Franklin County FSA Office (Pasco) is located at 1620 Road 44 
in Pasco. Phone number: 509-545-8543. 
Farm Facility Loan Program: The Farm Bill has changed the Farm Facility Loan program to include Hay Storage 
facilities.  The amount that can be loaned has been changed from $100,000 to $500,000 over a 12 year term with 
annual payments.  This loan can be made to you, even if you can get commercial credit.  Operating policy for these 
changes is unavailable at this time. You can contact either Jon Wilson, Farm Loan Manager for FSA in the Pasco 
office, or your local office for more information and to be placed on a register to be called when new procedures are 
released. 

WALLA WALLA AG SERVICE CENTER – MOVING ? 

The Walla Walla County Ag Service Center, (housing FSA, NRCS and the Conservation District) has been fortunate in 
leasing space at 1501 Business One Circle in Walla Walla for over 15 years. The owners of our building,  
(Coffey Communications) is a rapidly growing business in Walla Walla and in need of more space to accommodate 
their growth. They will be expanding their office space into our current building.  

Because of this, the Ag Service Center will be moving to a new location in early 2009. Construction of the new 
building, located on the corner of 13th Street and Abadie Street will be starting soon. Stay tuned for more information! 

 
 
 
 




