
  

  

 

 

 
DCP/ACRE Signup 

Signup to participate in the Direct Counter-Cyclical (DCP) Program and for the Average Crop 
Revenue Election (ACRE) program began on January 23, 2012, and continues through June 
1, 2012. Appointments are encouraged and may be scheduled by contacting our offices. The 
notable changes for 2012 under these programs include a change in the percentage of base 
acres on which payment is calculated to 85% (up from 83.3%), and elimination of the advance 
payment option on direct payments which will now be issued in full during October 2012.  
 
Producers participating in the ACRE program are required to provide production for the 
previous crop year annually.  This production must be submitted and certified by June 30th of 
the following year.  2011 production must submit and certified by June 30, 2012.  Please 
bring your production evidence with you when you sign up for the 2012 ACRE program. 

2010 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program 
Columbia and Walla Walla Counties are now accepting 2010 Supplemental Revenue 
Assistance Program (SURE) applications.  The SURE program is the permanent disaster 
assistance program that Congress established with the 2008 Farm Bill.  Since both counties 
received a secretarial disaster designation, the requirement that land and crops you are 
associated suffer a 50% production loss, has been waived.  To be eligible for program 
benefits applicants must have suffered a 10% loss on one qualifying crop.  Applications must 
be received by the county office by June 1, 2012.  There are no late file provisions. 
 
The SURE program assists producers that suffer a revenue loss due to quality or quantity 
losses and market price fluctuations.  All farms associated with a producer and national 
average market crop prices are used to establish expected revenue for that producer.  Your 
expected revenue will be compared to your actual revenue for the crop year.  Included in your 
actual revenue calculation is your actual yield, the actual national average market price, RMA 
indemnities and FSA program benefits such as DCP/ACRE payments.   

Acreage Reporting 
County offices are accepting certifications of 2012 planted crops.  Producers that participate in 
DCP/ACRE CRP, SURE, NAP, and commodity loans are required to annually certify their 
acreage.  The deadline to report all crops is June 30, 2012.  Please bring producer shares, 
type/variety and intended uses of crops and planting dates.  Producers that grow fall and 
spring crops, the county office is asking that you report your fall crops as soon as possible 
and return to report your spring crops once they are planted. 
 
In recent years FSA and RMA have been able to share software including acreage reports.  It 
is imperative that producer shares, acreages, and crop types and intended uses are 
consistent between the two agencies.  If discrepancies arise, this could cause ineligibility for 
FSA programs or denied crop insurance coverage.  Also the local grain grower organizations 
utilize FSA acreage report information to establish and confirm producer splits.  Please ensure 
that the shares are consistent to eliminate delayed grower payments.   

 
Farm Record Changes 

If you have or will have farm or operation changes for the 2012 crop year, now is the time to 
provide us with that information.  The county office would like this information prior to signing 
your farms up for annual programs.  By updating your operations now, you will avoid filing 
additional paperwork throughout the year.   

Columbia and  
Walla Walla County  
Farm Service Agency 
 
January 2012 
 
Travis Martin, CED 
travis.martin@wa.usda.gov 
 
Columbia County  
202 S 2nd St 
Dayton, WA 99328 
509-382-2421 ext 2 
509-382-4084 fax 
 
Walla Walla County  
325 N 13th Ave 
Walla Walla, WA 99362 
509-522-6347 ext 2 
509-525-2811 fax 
 
Office Hours 
Monday – Friday  
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 
Office Staff 
Columbia 
Christy Bell, PT 
 
Walla Walla 
Nicole Armijo, PT 
Norma Colunga, PT 
Lee Walters, PT 
 
Farm Loan Officer 
Pamela Castoldi 
pamela.castoldi@wa.usda.gov 
509-522-6347 ext 111 
 
Next County Committee Meeting: 
March 21, 2012 – Dayton Service Center 

 

 

*Special Accommodations: Persons 
with disabilities who require 

accommodations to attend or participate 
in any meeting, event or function should 

contact the county office.  FSA is 
committed to making programs 

accessible to all customers. 

 

 
 

 

mailto:travis.martin@wa.usda.gov�
mailto:pamela.castoldi@wa.usda.gov�


  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Click here for the full non-discrimination statement. 
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?navtype=FT&navid=NON_DISCRIMINATION 

 

2012 Adjusted Gross Income Requirements 
With the passage of the 2008 Farm Bill, Congress established a new program participation requirement.  Producers that participate 
in FSA annual programs are required to certify their adjusted gross income annually.  This applies to all programs except 
conservation programs (CRP, CREP, etc).   

To be eligible for program benefits, producers must certify that their average annual adjusted gross income for the three previous 
years does not exceed the following: non-farm income of $500,000,  farm income of $750,000, and  non-farm income of $1,000,000.  
Program benefits will not be calculated until producers have certified their annual adjusted gross income. 
 
For 2012, producers must also certify that their total average adjusted gross income, non-farm and farm, does not exceed 
$1,000,000.  Exceeding this level would cause a producer to be ineligible for direct payments under the DCP/ACRE programs.  Also 
new for 2012, FSA has incorporated the AGI certification and the IRS consent form.  Prior to 2012, participants were required to file 
an AGI form with FSA and mail a consent form to IRS.  For 2012, only one form will have to be filed with the county offices. 
 
IRS does not recognize or authorize FSA power of attorneys; therefore all producers must sign their own AGI forms.  If you have a 
durable power of attorney that IRS has approved, it may be used to sign the AGI form.  A copy of the durable power of attorney may 
be requested by FSA. 

 
Gov Delivery 

Farmers and Ranchers in Columbia and Walla Walla Counties now have a more efficient timely option for receiving important Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) program eligibility requirements, deadlines and related information. We are now offering free online 
communications through our GovDelivery electronic news service. News will now be sent via e-mail to your home and/or farm office 
or your Smartphone affording you immediate notification of farm program news.  
  
By managing your GovDelivery online account, you can establish your subscriber preferences by choosing to receive federal farm 
program information by topic, state and/or by county. You can select as many subscriber options as you want.  If you are not already 
signed up for GovDelivery please visit the county office, send an email to Travis Martin or visit www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe.  

County Committee Elections Results 
Committee members are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA. They help deliver FSA farm programs at the local 
level. Farmers who serve on committees help decide the kind of programs their counties will offer. They work to make FSA 
agricultural programs serve the needs of local producers.  The election of responsible agricultural producers to FSA county 
committees is important to ALL farmers and ranchers with large or small operations. It is crucial that every eligible producer take part 
in this election because county committees are a direct link between the farm community and the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

County Committee elections were held for Local Administrative Areas (LAA) #2 for Columbia County and LAA #1, 2, and 3 for Walla 
Walla County.  The following are the results of the elections: 

Columbia County  Walla Walla County  
LAA #2 Daniel McKinley LAA #1 Steve Bughi 
  LAA #2 Valerie Cochran 
  LAA #3 Jack McCaw 

Staff Changes 
As many of you are aware, UDSA, including FSA has undergone several changes over the past several months.  One major change 
has been the number of staff agencies are able to employ.  In mid 2011, USDA announced that we would have to reduce 10% of our 
workforce by the end of the 2012 Fiscal year.  Washington State FSA was required to reduce staffing levels by 11 employees.  This 
was to be achieved through attrition.  With retirements and employees leaving the organization, Washington FSA has achieved their 
new staffing goals ahead of schedule, but it has left some holes in our offices. 
 
In May 2011, Gerri Richter, Columbia County, was offered and accepted a position as a state specialist in Spokane.  In September 
2011, Ray Painter, Walla Walla County, was informed that all temporary positions were being eliminated as of October 1, 2011.  Also 
Jeri Casali, Walla Walla, applied and accepted early retirement in Dec 2011.  Jeri had over 20 years with FSA.  This has left both 
Columbia and Walla Walla offices with fewer employees.  We are hopeful to be given authorization to back fill one of these open 
positions.  Until that time, we would appreciate if all producers make appointments with either office to sign up for annual programs 
and certify acreages.  We appreciate everyone’s patience and understanding concerning these changes.  
 
 
Mini Sessions are being scheduled in both counties; please contact the offices to obtain the current dates, times and 
locations. 
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