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CHELAN & DOUGLAS FSA NEWS 
 
Chelan County FSA 
(Remember – we’ve moved!) 
215 Melody Lane 
Wenatchee, WA  98801 
Phone (509) 664-9385 
Fax (509) 662-1628 
 
Douglas County FSA 
PO Box 489 
Waterville, WA  98858-0489 
Phone (509) 745-8561 
Fax (509) 745-8758 
 
Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 
          Chelan 
County Committee 
William Clark, Chair 
Kelly Riedinger, Vice-Chair 
Richard Smithson, Member 
Raul Sanchez, Advisor 
 
         Douglas 
County Committee 
Norman Cavadini, Chair 
Rodney Peterson, Vice-Chair 
Randy Mittelstaedt, Member 
Terri Brandt, Advisor 
Porfirio Covarrubias, Advisor 
 
Office Staffs 
Michel Ruud, CED 
Mike Cada, FLM 
Bill Henry 
Anita Perez 
Dawn Peaslee 
Lori Tabler 
Sherry Ramin 
Janice Badten 
Chad Hoyt 
 
Next COC Meeting 
June 22 – Douglas 
9:00 a.m. 
 
June 24 – Chelan 
9:00 a.m. 
 
 
Website Addresses: 
http://www.usda.gov 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
 
 
 

 

 
 

PUBLIC MEETING 
(SAFE Program Sign-up Listening Session) 

Douglas County FSA recently conducted a sign-up for a new conservation program, SAFE 
(State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement).  SAFE was approved to preserve or create important 
habitat for Sage and Sharp-Tailed Grouse in Douglas County.  The program was offered for a 
limited number of acres, in a specific area of the county, on a first-come-first-serve basis.  It 
generated an unprecedented amount of interest and was a challenge to administer.  Sign-up for 
over 38,000 acres was completed in just two days.  FSA State Executive Director, Judy Olson 
would like to conduct a listening session for producers to provide input on how the agency can 
improve this type of a sign-up in the future.  We would like to hear your comments and 
suggestions.  The meeting will be held on Thursday, June 10, 2010 at the NCW District 
Fairgrounds, Community Hall, 601 N. Monroe Street, Waterville, Washington from 1:00 to 
3:00 p.m.  If you are unable to attend, but would like to submit comments, please mail them to 
the Douglas County office by June 21, 2010.   
 
Persons with disabilities who require accommodations to attend or participate in any meeting, 
event or function should contact the county office.  FSA is committed to making programs 
accessible to all customers. 
 

EXPIRING CRP CONTRACT ACREAGE 
If you have Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contract acreage that is scheduled to expire 
on September 30, 2010, please remember that any action taken regarding breaking out the 
cover must be pre-approved by the County FSA Committee.  Early land preparation provisions 
are available.  The request form must be signed by all participants on the contract.  A revised 
conservation plan must then be established by NRCS, before any field activity.  No haying or 
grazing or other use of the acreage can occur.  However, a CRP general sign-up may occur 
in fiscal year 2010.  If early land preparation activity is performed for 2010 expiring 
contract acreage, the land is not eligible to be offered for the anticipated general sign-up.   
 
We wish to caution producers about taking out expired CRP acreage.  Please be very sure about 
the expiration dates of your contracts.  We have had several situations where producers have 
destroyed the cover on land they believed was no longer under contract, only to find they were 
mistaken.  Tearing out the established cover before contract expiration is considered a 
violation.   Please contact our office if you are interested in taking out CRP cover before the 
contract expires on September 30, 2010 or if you are unsure about the specific expiration date 
of contract acreage.   
 

CRP - TRANSITION INCENTIVES PROGRAM 
Beginning farmers have a new option for acquiring farmland.  Frmers can enroll in the 
Transition Incentives Program (TIP) - a new program under the Conservation Title of the 2008 
Farm Bill.  The program encourages retired or retiring owners or operators with Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) acres to transition their land to beginning or socially disadvantaged 
farmers or ranchers.  TIP provides annual rental payments to eligible retiring farmers for up to 
two additional years after the date of the expiration of a CRP contract, provided the transition is 
not to a family member.   
 
Program eligibility requires that the retiring farmer has CRP land that expired in 2008, 2009 or 
will expire this year.  The farmer must also agree to sell or lease for a minimum of five years, 
the land under CRP contract to a beginning or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher.  The 
farmer must also agree to allow the beginning or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher to 
make conservation and land improvements.  The new farmer or rancher acquiring the CRP 
acreage may return the land to production after the current CRP contract expires.  Please 
contact or office if you are interested in the program, or have any questions. 
 

CERTIFY YOUR CROP ACREAGE 
2010 crop acreage reports are currently being taken.  June 30th is the last day to timely certify 
your acreage.  Several programs require the filing of an acreage report.  They include: 
 Farms with a DCP or ACRE Contract. 
 Farms enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program. 
 Crops for which benefits may be requested under the Noninsured  

Assistance Program (NAP.) 
 
Please contact this office for an appointment if you have not yet certified.   
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TREE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
The Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 authorized a Tree Assistance Program (TAP) to provide financial assistance to 
qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers.  Producers wishing to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes, and vines that 
were lost by natural disasters may be eligible.  To qualify, orchardists and nursery tree growers must have suffered a qualifying 
loss in excess of 15 percent of normal mortality due to a weather related event.  Applications for losses in calendar year 2008, 
2009 or through May 7, 2010 must be submitted with all supporting documentation by July 6, 2010.  Applications for 
losses from May 8 – September 30, 2011 must be submitted within 90 calendar days of the disaster event or date when the loss 
of trees, bushes, or vines is apparent.  Please contact our office for an appointment to sign up or if you have any questions.   
 

COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture's Farm Service Agency is seeking candidates for the upcoming grower-elected county 
committee election.  Nominations are due to the FSA county office by August 2, 2010.  This is a unique opportunity for local 
farmers and ranchers to provide meaningful input on federal farm programs.  Here in Washington State, it is especially important 
as we have crops and growing conditions that vary so much within the state.  FSA encourages all interested agricultural 
producers, including women and minority growers, to seek nomination.  Committee members serve for three years.  Elections 
rotate annually between different areas of the counties.   

The FSA county office committee is the most direct link between USDA farm programs and local growers.  The County 
committee system helps shape nation-wide programs into programs that work at the local level by making decisions related to 
commodity price support loans and payments, establishing allotments, yields and marketing quotas for some crops.  FSA 
committees also make eligibility determinations for conservation programs, as well as disaster assistance.  Farmers who disagree 
with agency decisions can appeal to their FSA county office committee.  Elected county committee members receive an hourly 
wage for their attendance and representation at county committee meetings.  Persons interested in holding office as a county 
committee member are encouraged to check eligibility requirements with the local county FSA office.  Please contact us for 
additional information and nomination forms.   
 
Chelan County: 
This year, nominations are for a committee member to represent producers in Local Administrative Area (LAA) # 2.  LAA # 2 is 
located in the northwestern portion of Chelan County which includes Cashmere, Leavenworth, Dryden, Peshastin, and Monitor. 
 
Douglas County: 
This year, nominations are for a committee member to represent producers in Local Administrative Area (LAA) # 2.  LAA # 2 is 
the northeastern portion of Douglas County.  The southern boundary is State Highway 2, and the western boundary is one mile 
east of Mansfield.  
 

DISASTER ASSISTANCE FOR 2008 CROP LOSSES 
Signup continues for the 2008 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments Program (SURE) has begun.  This signup period is 
for producers who suffered crop production losses during the 2008 crop year. 
 
SURE provides crop disaster assistance payments to eligible producers on farms that have incurred crop production or crop 
quality losses.  The program takes into consideration crop losses on all crops grown by a producer, nationwide.  Producers with a 
farming interest physically located in a county that was declared a primary disaster county or contiguous county by the 
Agriculture Secretary must have suffered at least a 10 percent production loss on a crop of economic significance.  Producers 
must meet the risk management purchase requirement by either obtaining a policy or plan of insurance, under the Federal Crop 
Insurance Act or Non-Insured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage from FSA, for all economically significant crops.  
For more information on the SURE program or to make an appointment to sign-up, please contact our office or visit us on the 
web at http://www.fsa.usda.gov. 
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