
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Franklin County FSA 
1620 Road 44 
Pasco, WA  99301 
Office Phone: 509-545-8543, 
or 8544 or 8546 
Office Fax: 509-547-2007 
Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
7:30 AM – 5:00 PM (Certain 
staff are on flexible schedules. 
Please call ahead when 
needing assistance from 
specific staff members) 
County Committee 
Kurt Harder, Chairman– 
Dryland (LAA-3) 
Mike Corrales, Vice Chair– 
Irrig. (LAA-1) 
Terri Hayles, Regular 
Member-Irrig. (LAA-2) 
Office Staff 
Farm Programs: 
Bruce Clatterbuck, CED 
Lynda O’Connor, PT 
Bonnie Riehle, PT 
Patty Welch, PT 
Patsy Beck, PT (Temporary) 
Farm Loan Program: 
Jon Wilson, FLM 
Pam Castoldi, FLO 
Joyce Nevins-Ginsberg, FLO 
Beth Farias, PT 

QUICK LOOK  
KEY DATES AND 
REMINDERS: 
• County Committee Meeting 

– 4th Thursday of each 
month (subject to change) 

Farm Bill Info. Meetings: 
• Kahlotus Grange Hall 

County Wheat Growers 
January 8, 09 – FSA 
approx. 10:00 a.m. 

• Connell City Center County 
Weed Board  
January 27, 09 – FSA 
aprox. 2:30-3:30 pm. 

• MILC Program Sign-up 
Phase I: Dec. 22 – Jan. 21, 
2009. Call now for an 
appointment. 

• 2009 DCP Sign-up 
Dec. 22 – June 1, 2009. 
Call now for scheduling. 

• Office is closed Monday, 
1/19/08 for Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 

• February 2, 2009 – FCIC 
deadline for AGR, AGR-
Lite and Spring 2009 Onion 
multi-peril coverage. 

• 05-07 Crop Disaster sign-
up continues. 

 
FSA WEB SITES: 
State: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
National: http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
USDA: http://www.usda.gov 
 
Reasonable 
Accommodations 
Special accommodations will 
be made upon request, for 
individuals with disabilities, 
vision impairment, or hearing 
loss. If accommodations are 
required, please contact 
Bruce Clatterbuck at (509) 

January 2009           Happy New Year! 

Franklin County FSA News 

DRYLAND COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTION RESULTS 
With a near 40% voter response, incumbent Kurt Harder has been reelected to the 
Franklin County FSA Committee for a second 3-year term, representing Local 
Administrative Area #3 and the county dryland farmers and ranchers. Chris Herron will 
serve as alternate member for the area. Thanks to both willing candidates for running 
and to all producers in LAA-3 for the great election participation this year! 
 

FARM BILL PRESENTATIONS 
We are scheduled to make farm bill presentations during the following grower 
meetings: 
• Franklin County Wheat Growers – Kahlotus Grange Hall – January 8, 2009 –  
General meeting starts at 9:00 a.m. and FSA will make a farm bill presentation at 
approximately 10:00 a.m. 
• Franklin County Noxious Weed Board – Connell City Center – January 27, 2009 – 
General meeting and other presentations begin 8:00 a.m. and FSA will make a farm bill 
presentation at approximately 2:30 p.m. 
 

2009 DCP SIGN-UP ANNOUNCED 
The Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) signup has been announced as 
December 22, 2008 – June 1, 2009.  The Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 
re-authorized the DCP program providing an income safety net in the form of annual 
direct payments.  The counter-cyclical payments add an additional safety net during 
depressed market conditions.  Eligible crops include:  wheat, barley, oats, corn, grain 
sorghum, soybeans, rice, canola, crambe, flax, mustard, rapeseed, safflower, sesame, 
and sunflowers.  Pulse crops are now covered for Counter-Cyclical purposes only (see 
“Pulse Crops Base Establishment” on reverse). Direct payments are not authorized 
under the 2008 Act for Pulses.  The 2008 Act reduced payment acres from 85% of 
Base Acres to 83.3% of Base Acres for Direct payments in crop years 2009-2011. Paid 
acres return to 85% of Base Acres in crop year 2012. Paid acres for Counter-Cyclical 
payments under DCP remain at 85% of Base Acres for crop years 2009-2012. 
Contrary to previous years CCC-509’s not signed by the June 1 deadline will not 
be considered submitted to CCC for any purpose and will not be accepted or 
approved - there will not be a late filing option.  Erosion and weeds are required to 
be controlled on DCP acreage.  Wild rice and fruits and vegetables, with certain 
exceptions, are restricted from DCP acreage. The 2008 Act changed the status of 
Large and Small Chickpeas (garbanzo beans) from Vegetable Crops to Covered 
Commodities. There are no longer Fruit & Vegetable planting restrictions or reductions 
for these crops. Producers have the option of selecting the month in which to receive 
DCP Direct advance payments.  Advance payments are made at 22% of the Direct 
Payment Rate. Advance Direct payments are not authorized in crop year 2012.  
Payment rates for Direct Payments are established under the 2008 Act and are issued 
regardless of market prices.  Direct payment rates are as follows: 

Wheat $0.52 per bu./Barley $0.24 per bu./Corn $0.28 per bu./ Oats $0.024 per bu./ 
Oilseeds $0.80 per cwt.   

Producers are also eligible for Counter-Cyclical Payments, but these payments are 
only issued if effective prices are less than the Target Price set in the 2008 Farm Bill.  
The effective price is equal to the higher of the National Average Loan Rate or National 
Average Market Price received by farmers, plus the direct payment rate. Target Prices 
are as follows for 2008 and 2009: 

Wheat $3.92 bu./ Barley $2.24 bu./ Corn $2.63 bu./ Oats $1.44 bu. 
Oilseeds $10.10 cwt./ Dry Peas $8.32 cwt./ Lentils $12.81 cwt. 

Under the 2008 Act, Target Prices increase for crop years 2010-12.  Advance 
payments can be requested on DCP Counter-Cyclical Payments. No advance Counter-
Cyclical payments are available in crop years 2011 and 2012. Call now for scheduling. 
 

ACRE PROGRAM DETAILS 
The ACRE program provides an alternative to DCP participation. Beginning with the 
2009 crop year, producers may elect whether the farm will be in ACRE or in DCP. The 
election is made on a farm number basis, and a producer may select DCP or ACRE 
but not both. However, if a producer has multiple farms, the producer may choose to 
participate in ACRE on one farm and DCP on another farm. All producers (operator, 
owners, and any other tenants) on the farm must agree to elect ACRE. If even one 
producer on the farm refuses to elect ACRE, the farm will be limited to enrolling in DCP 
for the year. The ACRE election may be filed in any year from 2009-2012. Once filed, 
the election is irrevocable, and the farm will remain in ACRE through the end of the 
Farm Bill (2012). During the initial year of ACRE election only, any producer may 
withdraw the election prior to the established deadline. 
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ACRE PROGRAM DETAILS (cont.) 

Once ACRE has been elected for a farm, the farm can be enrolled in ACRE. As with DCP, ACRE enrollment is 
optional and is completed annually. The ACRE program provides Direct Payments at a level of 80% of the Direct 
Payments under DCP. In addition, ACRE participation requires a 30% reduction to the CCC loan rate on any 
applicable commodity production from the farm. This reduction is not applied to the CCC-Determined Value (Posted 
County Price), only to the loan rate. 
 
Producers in ACRE will not receive Counter-Cyclical payments under the DCP formula involving target prices. 
Producers instead may receive an “ACRE payment”. ACRE payments are revenue based and are calculated using 
both yields and prices. ACRE provides revenue protection on actual planted crops rather than on base acres. 
However, ACRE Direct payments will still be calculated on the farm’s base acreage and current payment yields. 
ACRE participants will need to provide five years of production evidence for calculations and production records 
every year thereafter. 
 
Unlike DCP Counter-Cyclical payments, ACRE payments are triggered when both Actual State Revenue is less than 
the State ACRE Guarantee and Actual Farm Revenue is less than the Farm ACRE Benchmark Revenue. Once 
these two triggers are met, ACRE payments are issued for farms enrolled in ACRE. The payment is calculated from 
the lesser of 83.3% of the acres planted (85% in Crop Year 2012) or the farm’s total base acres times the Farm’s 
Expected Yield divided by the State Benchmark Yield times the lesser of the difference between the State ACRE 
Guarantee and Actual State Revenue or 25% of the State ACRE Guarantee. More details on ACRE will be 
forthcoming once FSA has published the Federal Regulations for the program and announced a 2009 Election and 
Enrollment period. 
 

PULSE CROP BASE ESTABLISHMENT 
The Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008 has authorized Base Acreage establishment for Dry Peas, Lentils, 
Small Chickpeas and Large Chickpeas. Producers will have the option of adding Pulse Crop Base to 2008 tracts 
based on the tract’s 1998-2001 acreage history. Payment yields will also be established for Pulse Crops by using the 
average planted yield 1998-2001 excluding any years the crop wasn’t planted. Yields will be factored by taking the 
average planted yield times the 1981-85 national average yield divided by the 1998-2001 national average planted 
yield. If the payment yield is less than 75% then 75% of the county yield will be used. Base and yield establishment 
rules are essentially the same rules used to establish bases and yields under the 2002 Act. Remember, Pulse Crop 
Base will be used for Counter-Cyclical purposes only under the 2008 Act. We’ll provide more detailed information on 
producer requirements when we receive further guidance, (this newsletter being one source to convey it). 
 

MILC (MILK INCOME LOSS COMPENSATION) PROGRAM SIGN-UP ANNOUNCED 
Similar to the last go-around for MILC, dairy operations will have the opportunity to sign-up for MILC benefits in 2 
phases; an initial sign-up beginning 12/22/08 and running through 1/21/09 and an extended sign-up 1/22/09 through 
9/30/2012. The new farm bill reauthorizes the MILC program for the period beginning October 1, 2007 through 
September 30, 2012, with some minor changes to the program’s provisions. The reauthorization of the program 
allows continued financial assistance on a monthly basis to dairy operations in connection with production sold in the 
commercial market when domestic prices fall below a specified level. Start month and payment rate provisions are 
basically the same with exception to an added feed cost adjustment to the rate and maximum payment pounds will 
be 2.4 million pounds through 9/30/08, 2.985 million pounds beginning 10/1/08 through 8/31/2012 decreasing to 2.4 
million pounds the last fiscal year of the program. Call now for an appointment to sign-up. 
 

IMPORTANT DRYLAND PRODUCER MAILING 
Attention dryland operators and owners: We’re in the process of getting all dryland digital acreages updated in 
our Farm Records System before operators report crop acreages for 2009 (Phase II of our conversion project). Once 
a farm has been updated, the farm operator will receive mailed packets by farm number containing an explanation 
cover letter, new digital GIS maps per farm number and revised CRP contracts based on the acreage conversion 
from old aerial photos to the new digital mapping system. Please respond to these mailings promptly as there is a 
60-day return requirement for revised CRP contract signatures. Call our office if you have any questions.  


