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FARM SERVICE AGENCY

Franklin County FSA
1620 Road 44

Pasco, WA 99301

Office Phone: 509-545-8543,
or 8544 or 8546

Office Fax: 509-547-2007

Office Hours

Monday — Friday

7:30 AM — 5:00 PM (Certain
staff are on flexible schedules.
Please call ahead when
needing assistance from
specific staff members)

County Committee
Mike Corrales, Chairman—
Irrig. (LAA-1)

Terri Hayles, Vice Chair —
Irrig. (LAA-2)

Kurt Harder, Regular Member
— Dryland (LAA-3)

Office Staff

Farm Programs:
Bruce Clatterbuck, CED
Lynda O’Connor, PT

Bonnie Riehle, PT

Patty Welch, PT

Patsy Beck, PT (Temporary)
Farm Loan Program:
Jon Wilson, FLM

Pam Castoldi, FLO

Joyce Nevins-Ginsberg, FLO
Beth Farias, PT
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KEY DATES AND
REMINDERS:

e County Committee Meeting
— 4™ Thursday of each
month (subject to change)

February-March, 2009

Franklin County FSA News

SPRING CROP RISK PROTECTION DEADLINES NEAR

Farm Bill Info. Meetings:

e Basin City Fire Hall
March, 09 from 9:00 to
Noon.

e Feb. 27 - Lamb
Referendum deadline.

e Phase Il MILC Program
Sign-up ongoing. Start
month changes must be
made by the 14" of the
month prior to the desired
payment start month.

e 2009 DCP Sign-up
Dec. 22 — June 1, 2009.
Call now for scheduling.

e Mar. 16 - FCIC and FSA,
NAP program Spring sales
closing deadline.

e Mar. 31 — 08 Crop Small
Grain Commodity Loan
Deadline.

FSA WEB SITES:

State: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa

National: http://www.fsa.usda.gov

USDA: http://www.usda.gov

Reasonable
Accommodations

Special accommodations will
be made upon request, for
individuals with disabilities,
vision impairment, or hearing
loss. If accommodations are
required, please contact
Bruce Clatterbuck at (509)
545-8543.

Federal Crop Insurance:
SPOKANE, WASHINGTON, February 2, 2009 ---- USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA)
reminds Pacific Northwest producers of the March 16th sales closing deadline for their 2009
Crop Year spring Multi-Peril Crop Insurance (MPCI) coverage (sales continue through COB
March 16 since March 15 occurs on a Sunday). Current policyholders and uninsured growers
must make all of their decisions on crop insurance coverage, especially which crops to insure
and which level of coverage to obtain, prior to the sales closing date. Changes for 2009 are:

0 Barley Revenue Assurance expanded into Washington

o New and improved Dry Pea MPCI policy provisions and producers now insure chickpeas

under the new Dry Pea policy

The following spring planted crops & other products come under the March 16 deadline:
AGR-Lite (new insured’s), barley, field and sweet corn, dry and processing beans, dry and
green peas, mint, potatoes and sugar beets.

Non-Insured Assistance Program:

FSA reminds producers of the March 16 sales closing deadline for the NAP program which
covers spring/summer planted crops not insurable by a multiperil federal crop insurance
product. Crops included are small grain forages (wheat, barley, oats and crops such as pea
forage), mustard and summer planted buckwheat. The NAP coverage fee is $250 per crop up to
a $750 maximum charge for 3 or more crops per county and maximum of $1875 for multiple
county interests.

2008 Buy-in and 2009 NAP Refunds:

In certain circumstances producers may be eligible for NAP fee refunds for 2008 and/or 2009. A
recent congressional clarification was issued for situations involving producers who purchased
(for linkage to FSA farmbill disaster programs like SURE) NAP coverage for crops intended for
grazing or crops considered De Minimis. De Minimus crops are defined as crops that are either
not economically significant or for which the NAP fee exceeds 10 percent of the value of the
NAP coverage. Refunds must be requested and are considered on a case-by-case basis.

Don’t Forget About Linkage:

More critical now than ever before is ensuring that all crops planted and/or with the intention of
being planted for 2009 production are covered by at least the “CAT” level of federal crop
insurance or FSA’'s NAP program in order to retain eligibility for FSA’s farmbill disaster
programs. Producers covered by FCIC's AGR or AGR-Lite products will meet the linkage
provision. Pay special attention to crops that may be listed as FCIC covered crops for the
county but where part or all of specific acreages of your crop can’t meet FCIC insurable levels
or can't be insured for other reasons. If you harvest these uninsured acres for production (feed
or sale) and have not purchased FSA NAP coverage in lieu of denied FCIC coverage, linkage to
FSA's disaster programs will be broken. Exceptions to the linkage requirement are few. Contact
our office if you believe a crop may not be considered “economically significant” and/or for rules
regarding the “limited resource farmer or rancher” fee waiver.

FARM BILL PRESENTATION — NORTHWEST FRANKLIN COUNTY

Where - Basin City Firehall

When — March 9, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. to Noon

Who — Franklin County Farm Service Agency and Natural Resource Conservation Service

What — An overview of FSA price support, conservation, disaster, commodity and loan
programs and NRCS conservation programs will be presented along with key producer eligibility
changes. We strongly encourage producers attend. Agency staff will be available for questions
as long as needed after the presentation. This is an opportune time to address us one-on-one.
Refreshments will be provided.

FARM LOAN PROGRAMS — LENDER OF FIRST OPPORTUNITY

Are you looking to expand your operation, buy some new equipment, begin your farming or
ranching career, or have children that would like to finance a 4-H or FFA project? We may be
able to help you. Guaranteed loans available up to $1,094,000 can include operating lines of
credit or loans for real estate purchase. There are 15 different banks in the area involved in
making these types of loans. Direct loans are now available up to $300,000 for operating or real
estate purposes. Operating loan interest rates in February are 2.125% while the rate for real
estate loans in February is 3.75%. Three loan officers are available to process these loans.
Jonathan Wilson, Farm Loan Manager, Joyce Nevins-Ginsberg and Pam Castoldi, Farm Loan
Officers.

USDA to CONDUCT REFERENDUM ON LAMB CHECKOFF PROGRAM

A referendum is being conducted at FSA county offices now through February 27, 2009 on the
Lamb Checkoff Program. The order would continue if a majority of persons voting who
represent a majority of the volume of lambs owned and produced, owned and fed, or
slaughtered, vote in favor of continuing the program. Eligible voters must provide documentation
with their ballot when voting. Please contact our office about voting if you were engaged in the
production, feeding or slaughtering of lambs in calendar year 2008.
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TARGETED IRRIGATED AREA CRP SIGN-UP CONTINUES

CRP sign-up under the State Acres for Wildlife Enhancement
or SAFE initiative continues: SAFE offers irrigated producers
who have incidental field areas, such as center pivot corners

| or similar fields, the opportunity to enroll this acreage into a
= 10-15 year CRP contract. Financial and technical assistance
is provided to help participants establish wildlife cover
L| practices with the goal of increasing upland bird population
(specifically the ring-necked pheasant and California quail)
and to offer habitat for other birds and wildlife (such as the
burrowing owl). FSA provides a 20% increased dryland rental
rate payment annually, 90% practice establishment cost
shares, a $100/ac. signing incentive and an added $4/ac.
maintenance rate. To the left is a map representing the
Franklin County portion of the Columbia Basin Irrigation
targeted project area. The SAFE initiative is a state and
federal partnership between the Farm Service Agency (FSA)
and the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
(WDFW). Local WDFW staff are ready to offer technical
assistance and will help to secure additional cost share
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assistance where available for practice components FSA
cannot provide cost shares for. Contact our office if

interested.
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Farmbill Changes to Conservation Compliance:

Conservation compliance provisions have been party to USDA federal farm program benefits since 1985, with few
changes over the years. Under passage of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (the farmbill), several
significant changes did occur that could affect producers in violation. Producers found in violation of highly erodible
land conversation (HELC) provisions will loose benefit eligibility unless the County FSA Committee finds a ruling of
“Good Faith” to comply (not a change). However, a County Committee good faith ruling is not automatic. A County
Committee good faith decision (that comes with county NRCS concurrence) must now be approved by the FSA
State Executive Director with concurrence of the NRCS State Conservationist. Furthermore, all HELC violators that
have been provided good faith relief are subject to a Graduated Payment Reduction (GPR) penalty. The amount of
GPR will be based on the seriousness of the violation determined by using the number of acres in violation, the
associated erodibility index (El), and the actual soil loss. GPR’s are limited to no less than $1,000 and no more
than $10,000. “Sodbusted” land (land converted from native vegetation to crop production without an approved
conservation plan or system in place) carries an added 20% penalty. Ineligibility and GPR’s are applied against the
year or years of violation (depending on NRCS's technical ruling) and may affect all landowners and tenants that
share in the payments on the violated land. It's important you understand the consequences of an HELC violation.
NRCS staff conducts random HELC field checks every year in our county so please be a good neighbor and if
participating, follow an approved conservation plan or system. Contact the Franklin County NRCS about the
approved plan or system for your farm(s). Now, that seems like a lot of bad news, but the upside is that Franklin
County farmers and ranchers are doing a really good job at conserving the land resource, with a significant
reduction of violations from then to now!

Bank Changes:

If you have a direct deposit on file with our office, please remember to let us know if you change banks or account
numbers. Remember bought out bank conversions will generally produce account changes. Sending funds to a
closed account will delay your payments.

Report Weather Damage Timely:

Purchasing FCIC coverage or FSA’s NAP coverage is only part of the “program”. Adverse weather affected
producers are required to report crop damage promptly, generally within 15 days of the disaster event. Good
claim/policy status is governed by prompt loss reports and the reporting of crop production and acreage timely.
Remember; never destroy a covered crop without reporting the loss first.

Foreign Investors 90-Day Reporting Rule Requirement (Penalties Can Be Avoided):

Foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land are required by law to report land holdings, acquisitions, leases of 10 or
more years, and land use changes within 90 days of these transactions. Failure to report these changes and/or
land interests can result in a civil penalty of up to 25% of the fair market value of the application share interest in
such land. Foreign owners can be individuals and entities. Report foreign ownership interests to FSA.

The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status,
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply
to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600

(voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or(202) 720-6382 (TDD).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




