
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 6, 2008 

GARFIELD/ASOTIN COUNTY FSA NEWS 

Garfield County FSA 
PO Box 18 
Pomeroy, WA 99347-0018 
(509) 843-1997 
FAX (509) 843-1168 
 
Asotin County FSA 
720 6th St, Ste B 
Clarkston, WA 99403-2012 
(509) 758-7821 
FAX (509) 758-7533 
 
Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 
Garfield County FSA 
Committee 
Diane Koller, Chair 
Max Scoggin, V-Chair 
Chris Wolf, Member 
 
Asotin County FSA 
Committee 
Keith Claassen, Chair 
Casey Hagenah, V-Chair 
Susie Appleford, Member 
 
Office Staff 
Nick Waldher, CED 
Jon Wilson, Farm Loan 
Manager (Pasco Office) 
Kathi Ledgerwood 
Sherri Meacham 
Emily Ruchert 
Lorelei McNamee 
Paul Ruark 
 
Next FSA County 
Committee Meetings 
Garfield County, March 18  
Asotin County, March 12 
 
2007 LOAN RATES 
SWW Wheat $2.84/Bu 
HRS Wheat $3.07/Bu 
HRW Wheat  $3.28/Bu 
Barley  $2.13/Bu or 
  $88.75/Ton 
Contact the county office for 
loan rates for other crops or for 
other counties. 
 
National FSA website: 
www.fsa.usda.gov 
 
Washington State FSA 
website: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Youth loans available for 
up to $5000 for 4-H & FFA 
projects.  Great learning 
experience for your 
children.  Contact Jon 
Wilson at 509-545-8543 
for details. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FARM BILL NEWS 
No news yet regarding a new farm bill.  We have had many questions about 
whether there will be Direct Payments and Advance Direct Payments under the 
DCP (Direct & Counter-cyclical Program) for 2008.  These type of payments will 
or will not be available as determined by the new farm bill.  Our office does not 
have any information as to what type of farm program will be available or the 
payment structure that will be associated with such program.  Whether it will be 
DCP or some other program is still being debated by the politicians.   
 

 DISASTER PROGRAMS  
Our offices are continuing to accept Crop Disaster Program (CDP) and Livestock 
Compensation Program (LCP) from 2005-2007 crop years.  A deadline has not 
yet been established to apply for these programs.  However, we encourage all 
producers who feel that they had crop or pasture losses to call for an 
appointment soon.   
 

CRP SEEDING 
Many producers in Garfield and Asotin County have some re-seeding or inter-seeding 
to complete this spring as a result of inspections done by FSA the past two years.  
Producers are reminded that timely weed control and timely seeding are necessary to 
establish an acceptable stand.  Producers need to follow their conservation plan and 
prepare an acceptable weed free seedbed prior to planting.  Producers with 
questions should contact our office or NRCS for technical assistance.  Producers are 
also reminded to insure that they seed the “correct” mix of grasses and/or legumes.  
Remember, CRP contract holders are responsible to obtain an acceptable stand, with 
the correct species on their CRP acreage. 
 

MID-CONTRACT MANAGEMENT PRACTICES AVAILABLE 
Cost-sharing for mid-contract management practices is available to assist producers 
in keeping their CRP in good condition.  These practices include spraying, mowing, 
harrowing, fertilizing, burning, inter-seeding, light disking or chiseling.  There are 
restrictions however.  You may not receive cost-sharing for mid-contract 
management practices on actions that are required by the revised conservation plan 
for re-enrollment or extension.  Cost-sharing is also not available during the last 2 
years of a contract.   Mid-contract management practices must be requested and 
signed by all producers on the CRP contract, be approved by NRCS, the local 
Conservation District and the County FSA Committee, all prior to doing the 
work.  Contact our office as soon as possible if you plan to receive cost-sharing for 
mid-contract management practices this year.  
 

WILDLIFE FOOD PLOTS 
If you have a CRP contract that requires a wildlife food plot, don’t forget to plant it.  
Wildlife food plots require that at least ½ of the plot be planted each year to a grain 
crop.  The only exception is the option to plant a perennial food plot.  A perennial food 
plot is only acceptable if a stand of perennial plants that were seeded is obtained.  
Plots consisting mainly of weeds are not acceptable.  Food plots must be planted on 
the CRP acreage.  Leaving a standing crop in an adjacent field or nearby does not 
meet the requirements.  Wildlife food plots must be planted in a timely manner.  This 
is generally by the normal ending planting date for grain crops in the county. 
 

NAP DEADLINE APPROACHING 
March 15, 2008 is the final date to apply for the Non-Insured Assistance Program 
(NAP) on most spring planted crops.  The $100/crop administrative fee must be paid 
by March 15 to provide coverage.  NAP provides loss protection to crops that are not 
eligible for Federal Crop Insurance.  To qualify for benefits, crop losses must exceed 
50% of normal and be related to an eligible adverse weather condition.  Payment 
rates are based on 55% of the average market price as determined by FSA.  Crops 
covered include grain hay (except mixtures) and minor oilseeds (except canola, 
rapeseed and mustard seed which are now insurable by Federal Crop Insurance).  
The deadline to apply for perennial crops such as grass seed, grass hay and pasture 
for 2008 was September 30, 2007.  The deadline for mixed hay crops (even if spring 
seeded) was also September 30, 2007. 
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COMMENTS SOUGHT FOR CRP MANAGED HAYING AND GRAZING 
The Farm Service Agency will collect input on Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) managed haying and grazing 
provisions at a public scoping meeting in Ritzville, WA on March 11, 2008.  The meeting starts at 1:30 p.m. and will 
be in the American Legion Hall. Similar meetings will take place in other states but this will be the only one of its kind 
in Washington State.  In October of 2006, FSA changed managed haying and grazing on Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) acres from once every four years to once in every ten years.  The change was part of a settlement 
with the National Wildlife Federation.  It also changed the definition of primary nesting and brood rearing season 
back to pre-2002 Farm Bill dates.  The public scoping meeting is part of the required Environmental Assessment to 
meet the conditions of the settlement. 

   
CROP INSURANCE DEADLINE NEAR 

The deadline to purchase Multi-Peril Crop Insurance for spring seeded crops (except spring wheat) is March 17, 
2008.  (Deadline is normally the 15th, but is extended to the 17th since the 15th is on a Saturday).  Contact your crop 
insurance agent for details. 
 

BEWARE OF CROP INSURANCE REBATING SCHEMES 
With the spring sales closing date for many Federal crop insurance policies right around the corner, crop insurance 
agents have been marketing their products aggressively.  Producers report that some agents have approached them 
with promises of lower insurance premiums, refunds, or dividends.  Most of these schemes are not legal.  The Risk 
Management Agency and state insurance regulators have stepped up their efforts to uncover illegal rebating.  Those 
producers who are found to participate in these schemes will not only lose their crop insurance coverage but may 
also become ineligible for other government programs.  Producers can report suspicions of illegal rebating to the 
OIG Hotline: 1-800-424-9121 
 

REPORT CROP LOSSES 
Prior to destroying any crop acreage that has been damaged due to adverse weather conditions, please report the 
loss to the FSA Office.  This includes crops covered by Federal Crop Insurance and crops covered by the Non-
Insured Assistance Program (NAP).  Crops not covered by crop insurance or NAP should also be reported for history 
purposes and for possible disaster programs down the road. 
 

ASSIGNING PROGRAM PAYMENTS TO THIRD-PARTIES 
When requested by producers, FSA will issue all or a portion of their program payment to a third-party (assignee), 
such as a lender or contractor.  Requests to assign program payments must be done on a CCC-36 Assignment of 
Payment form.  It is important that the producer and third-party communicate concerning any changes in operation 
that may affect the payment amount each receives.  Privacy laws prevent FSA from reporting any changes to the 
assignee.  FSA will make every attempt to pay the full amount designated by the producer on an assignment form.  
However, FSA will only pay the assignee to the extent the producer earns the payment.  In situations where the 
assignee or the producer receives a portion of a payment intended to go to the other, they are responsible for 
working together to resolve any differences.   
 
 
 

HANDICAPPED ACCOMODATIONS 
Special accommodations will be made for the physically handicapped, vision-, or hearing-impaired person upon request.  If 
accommodation is required, please contact Nick Waldher at 509-843-1997. 


