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GARFIELD/ASOTIN COUNTY FSA NEWS 

Garfield County FSA 
PO Box 18 
Pomeroy, WA 99347-0018 
(509) 843-1997 
FAX (509) 843-1168 
 
Asotin County FSA 
720 6th St, Ste B 
Clarkston, WA 99403-2012 
(509) 758-7821 
FAX (509) 758-7533 
 
Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 
Garfield County FSA 
Committee 
Diane Koller, Chair 
Max Scoggin, V-Chair 
Chris Wolf, Member 
 
Asotin County FSA 
Committee 
Keith Claassen, Chair 
Casey Hagenah, V-Chair 
Susie Appleford, Member 
 
Office Staff 
Nick Waldher, CED 
Jon Wilson, Farm Loan 
Manager (Pasco Office) 
Kathi Ledgerwood 
Sherri Meacham 
Emily Ruchert 
Lorelei McNamee 
Paul Ruark 
 
Next FSA County 
Committee Meetings 
Garfield County, June 17  
Asotin County, June 11 
 
2008 LOAN RATES 
SWW Wheat $2.70/Bu 
HRS Wheat $3.23/Bu 
HRW Wheat  $3.31/Bu 
Barley  $2.16/Bu or 
  $90.00/Ton 
Contact the county office for 
loan rates for other crops or for 
other counties. 
 
National FSA website: 
www.fsa.usda.gov 
 
Washington State FSA 
website: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Youth loans available for 
up to $5000 for 4-H & FFA 
projects.  Great learning 
experience for your 
children.  Contact Jon 
Wilson at 509-545-8543 
for details. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WE NOW HAVE A FARM BILL 
After prolonged debate and controversy, the Farm Bill has finally become law.  
Now comes the tedious task of implementation.  Producers and others have 
many questions including when a signup will occur and whether or not advance 
payments will be available.  Our office is beginning to receive information on 
some programs, but details and procedures have not been made available at this 
time.  We will announce programs, signup dates and other program provisions 
as soon as we have the information available. 
 

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING? 
Many have asked what our office has been doing while we have been waiting on 
the new farm bill.  Well, the delay in the farm bill has been a blessing in disguise 
for our offices.  A huge job that has been set aside for several years is now 
nearing completion.  That job being the transition from our old paper aerial 
photography to the new digital satellite imagery.  All farms will soon have new 
acreages to use for program purposes.  The new acreage that will be used is 
from the Geographic Information System (GIS).  Producers either have received 
or will soon receive new maps of their property and a report showing the FSA 
acreage (old) and the GIS acreage (new).  Nearly all of the fields in the county 
will have different acreage than was used in the past.  Producers are asked to 
review the lines for their fields carefully to see if they agree with the line work that 
has been added by our office.  Producers may show our office staff where there 
are lines that are not in the correct location.  However, we do not have any 
control over the resulting acreage as this is calculated by the computer.  Some 
field’s acreages are larger than in the past and some field’s acreages are smaller 
than in the past.  This may be upsetting to some producers, but our national 
office assures us that the new GIS acreage is more accurate than any system 
that we have used in the past in determining field acreages. 
 
The change does not stop there, however.  Many programs that rely on field 
acreages also require records to be updated.  For example, CRP contracts must 
be updated to match the new acreage.  This has resulted in the vast majority of 
the CRP contracts in both Garfield and Asotin Counties (over 800 of them) to 
require a revision.  Also in many cases, crop acreage bases have required some 
adjustments due to the acreage changes.  These processes all take time and 
may cause some delays in other areas such as acreage reporting. 
 

ACREAGE REPORTS 
Our office is now accepting acreage reports for 2008 crops and land uses.  Due 
to the late passage of the Farm Bill, the deadline has been extended to August 
15, 2008 to complete acreage reports.  While we do not know all provisions of 
the new farm bill, we do know that acreage reports are required for some of our 
ongoing programs such as the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and the 
Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP).  We also anticipate that acreage 
reports will be required as they have been in the past for other programs that are 
implemented due to the new farm bill. 
 
We will be using the new GIS acreages for acreage reporting for 2008 for most 
producers.  While we are attempting to get all of the records, contracts, etc. 
changed effective for 2008, there may be a few that will be delayed until 2009.  
There will also be a few producers who we will ask to wait to report acreages 
until the updates can be completed for 2008. 
 

DEADLINE ANNOUNCED FOR LIVESTOCK COMPENSATION PROGRAM 
The final date to apply for the 2005-2007 Livestock Compensation Program 
(LCP) is July 18, 2008.  Most producers who were affected by disaster conditions 
in 2005 or 2007 in Garfield and Asotin Counties have already applied for the 
program.  Anyone who has not applied should contact our office immediately. 
 

COUNTY LOAN RATES ANNOUNCED FOR 2008 
2008 County Loan Rates have been announced for grain crops.  See left hand 
column for the rates that will be in effect for 2008 for wheat and barley. 
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CRP PERMITTED USE FOR LIVESTOCK FEED 
Due to poor economic conditions in the livestock sector, USDA is making available haying or grazing of 
certain acreage enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP).  Haying or grazing will be available 
after the primary nesting season ends on August 1, 2008.  There will be no reduction in the annual rental 
payment due to the haying or grazing.  However, there is a $75 administrative fee to cover the cost of 
processing the application.  Producers may hay or graze acreage, but not both on the same acreage.  
Haying will be limited to 50% of each field and grazing will be limited to 75% of each field or graze the entire 
acreage at no more than 75% of the stocking rate as determined by NRCS.  Acreage devoted to 
environmentally sensitive practices such as riparian buffers is not eligible and land within 120 feet of a 
stream or other water body is not eligible.  The acreage is eligible 12 months after the cover is fully 
established.  Producers must agree to a revised conservation plan.  Grazing must be completed by 
November 10, 2008 and all hay must be removed by November 10, 2008.  Applications for critical use of 
CRP acreage will be accepted at County FSA Offices beginning June 2, 2008.  However, no haying or 
grazing may begin until after August 1, 2008.  Hay may be sold to others and grazing may be leased to 
others.   
 

CROP DISASTER PROGRAM – QUALITY LOSSES 
Our office will begin accepting Crop Disaster Program (CDP) quality loss applications beginning June 9, 
2008 for quality losses suffered due to natural disaster conditions for the 2005-2007 crop years.  Producers 
who had production that was of poor quality due to a disaster should contact our office for details.  Signup 
for losses in quantity is also continuing as a deadline to apply for 2005-2007 losses has not yet been 
established. 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF ELECTIONS 
Nominations for the County FSA Committee are now being accepted.  Nomination is done by petition that 
must be delivered to the County FSA Office by August 1, 2008.  Only one valid nomination is required.  If no 
petitions are received, the County FSA Committee must complete a slate of three candidates.  The election 
will be held by mail ballot.  All ballots must be returned or postmarked by December 1, 2008.  All farm 
owners, operators, and their spouses in the applicable Local Administrative Area are eligible to vote in the 
election.  Any farm producer who is not listed on FSA’s records should contact their local FSA office so the 
records may be updated.  FSA encourages the nomination of under-represented group candidates including 
minorities and women.  Nomination forms are being sent to all eligible producers in a separate mailing and 
are also available upon request from the County FSA Offices.  In Garfield County, the Northwest Area will 
hold the election this year.  Chris Wolf is currently representing the Northwest Area of the county and is 
eligible for re-election.  In Asotin County, the Clarkston Area is up for election.  Keith Claassen currently 
represents the Clarkston Area and is not eligible for re-election.  Producers are encouraged to get involved 
by nominating candidates of their choice to represent them on the FSA Committee. 
 

BEGINNING FARMER & RANCHER LOANS 
If you are a farmer or rancher who has substantially participated in the operation of a farm or ranch for at 
least three years but not more than ten years, you may qualify for beginning farmer targeted loan funds with 
the Farm Service Agency.  The program is designed to assist these farmers by providing direct and/or 
guaranteed loans when they are unable to obtain financing from commercial credit sources.  If this fits your 
situation, contact our office.  We can arrange for FSA loan officials from our Pasco office to meet and 
discuss the options available. 
 

HANDICAPPED ACCOMODATIONS 
Special accommodations will be made for the physically handicapped, vision-, or hearing-impaired person 
upon request.  If accommodation is required, please contact Nick Waldher at 509-843-1997. 


