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      DECEMBER 2010 
NICK IS RETIRING 

The time has come for a change and I have decided to retire from the County 
Executive Director position for Garfield and Asotin Counties.  December 29, 
2010 will be my last day on the job.  It has been a very challenging 33 year 
career and I have seen many changes during this time.  30 of these years 
have been in Garfield County and for the past 12 years have also served in 
this position in Asotin County.  I greatly appreciate the producers who I have 
worked with over the years and I will miss the interaction with the people most 
of all.  I have done my best to see that all producers were treated fairly and to 
get the benefits out into the hands of those who were eligible. 
Nick 
 
A retirement party has been planned for January 22, 2011 at the Quality Inn in 
Clarkston.  Anyone interested in attending should contact Sherri Meacham at 
the Garfield County Office to pre-register for dinner.  Social hour starts at 5:00 
pm with dinner at 6:00 pm.  For those not wanting to make the trip to 
Clarkston, you may stop by the office anytime to offer congratulations. 

 
2009 ACRE PAYMENTS ISSUED 

Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) program payments have been issued 
to eligible producers that participated in the ACRE program option for 2009.  
ACRE payments were earned due to the below normal yield and the lower 
than normal national average price of grain during the 2009 marketing year.  
The payment rates are $91/acre for wheat and $56.14/acre for barley.  
Payments are earned on 83.3% of the planted acres on a farm, not to exceed 
the total of all crop acreage bases on the farm.  The payment rate is adjusted 
to the individual farm level yield by dividing the farm’s benchmark yield by the 
state’s benchmark yield.  Benchmark yields are calculated by taking the last 
five years actual yields, dropping the high and the low, and averaging the other 
three.  Payments are earned only in years where the farm trigger and the state 
trigger are met.  The state trigger is met when the state revenue for a crop is 
10% below normal based on the actual state yield compared to normal and the 
actual national average price for the marketing year compared to the 
guarantee price (prior two years average).  The farm trigger is met when the 
actual farm revenue for a crop is below normal based on the actual yield 
compared to the normal yield on the farm and the national average price for 
the marketing year compared to the guarantee price.  A producer’s crop 
insurance premium is also added to the normal farm revenue calculation to 
determine the farm trigger. 

 
DCP/ACRE SIGNUP UNDERWAY FOR 2011 

Applications are now being accepted for the Direct & Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) 
and the Average Crop Revenue Election Program (ACRE) for 2011.  To be eligible for 
program payments and benefits, producers must file a contract each year.  
Producers on farms that elected the ACRE program in 2009 or 2010 remain in ACRE 
through 2012; however, producers must also file a contract each year.  Producers 
who were in DCP last year may remain in DCP or elect the ACRE program for 2011.  
Once ACRE is elected, the farm remains in ACRE through 2012.   
 
DCP direct payment rates remain unchanged from last year: $.52/bu wheat, $.24/bu 
barley.  ACRE direct payments are reduced by 20%.  Advance direct payments are 
available under either program at 22% of the total direct payment rate for the year.  
Advance payments are available beginning in December 2010.  Producers who want 
advance payments prior to the end of the year should contact our office as soon as 
possible to schedule an appointment to apply.  Payments are earned on 83.3% of the 
farm’s established base acreage, times the farm’s established yield, times the 
producer’s share.  Producers are free to plant any crop on their base acreage with the 
exception of fruits & vegetables and wild rice.  Please call in advance for an 
appointment to sign up for DCP or ACRE. 
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DISASTER DESIGNATIONS – SURE PROGRAM ELIGIBILITY 
Several producers and others were informed verbally that Asotin and Garfield Counties had received a 
Secretarial Disaster Designation for the 2009 crop year.  A disaster designation was received in February 
2009 and we mistakenly believed it was a designation for 2009.  Further research has found that the actual 
disaster designation was for disaster conditions that occurred in 2008.  Why is this important?  The 
Supplemental Crop Revenue Assistance Program (SURE) is dependent upon a county receiving a 
Secretarial disaster designation or be a county that is contiguous (adjacent) to a designated county.  
Therefore, neither Garfield nor Asotin County meets the requirement for 2009.  However, individual 
producers may still be eligible for the SURE program if they suffered a 50% or greater production loss, 
regardless of disaster designations. 
 
The 2009 SURE program signup is scheduled to be announced shortly.  Once signup has begun, 
producers who suffered a qualifying loss of 50% or greater may apply for benefits.  Contact the county 
office for details. 
 

CRP & WIND TURBINES – NEW POLICY INTERPRETATION 
A new interpretation of the regulations regarding wind turbines that are built on CRP acreage is now in 
effect.  Under previous interpretation, access roads were not required to be removed from the CRP 
contract acreage.  That policy has now been clarified and access roads will be removed from the CRP 
contract acreage and removed from cropland status.  The County FSA Committee will consider waiving 
refunds of prior payments along with applicable interest.  The County Committee has authority to waive 
refunds and interest up to $10,000.  Waivers of refunds over that amount must be approved by the 
Washington State FSA Committee.  Requests for waivers of liquidated damages must also be approved by 
the Washington State FSA Committee.  Written requests from producers are required before FSA may take 
action on waiving refunds, interest or liquidated damages. 
 

SIGNATURE AUTHORITY FOR SPOUSES 
Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity Credit Corporation 
programs in which either has an interest unless written notification denying a spouse this authority has 
been provided to the county office.  A spouse may not, however, sign a Power of Attorney on behalf of the 
spouse, nor may they sign on behalf of the other as an authorized signatory for entities.  Spouses must 
also have Powers of Attorneys on file to sign for claim settlements such as promissory notes. 
 

REPORTING PAYMENTS TO IRS 
Near the end of January, producers who received FSA payments will receive a CCC-1099G Report of 
Payment to IRS from our Kansas City Office.  It shows the total amount of payments made by FSA to you 
in 2010.  Check these notices carefully.   Contact our office if you do not agree with the amount listed.   
 

 
 


