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GRANT COUNTY FSA NEWS 
Grant County FSA 
2145 Basin St. SW STE A 
Ephrata, WA 98823 
Phone: (509) 754-2463 ext. 2 
Fax:      (509) 754-4705 
 
Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 
County Committee 
John Morris Jr. - Chairman 
Richard Reffett - V-Chairman 
Mike Edwards - Member 
Angela Pixton- Advisor 
 
Farm Program Staff 
Greg Anderson, CED-ext.1101 
Marilyn Littleton, PT-ext. 1100 
Katie Markham, PT-ext. 1104 
Roxanne Neilan, PT-ext. 1103 
Paul Daling, PT, FLT-ext.1107 
 
Farm Loan Staff 
Libby Anderson, FLM-ext.1105 
Nancy Seger, FLO-ext. 1106 
 
Next COC Meeting 
September 22, 2010 8:30 AM 
 
 
FSA Web sites: 
 
State: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
 
National: 
http ://www.fs a .us da .gov 
 
 
ATTENTION PLEASE!! 
 
PLEASE KEEP THIS OFFICE 
UPDATED ON ANY RECORD 
CHANGES SUCH AS NEW 
LAND BEING PURCHASED 
OR FARMED, SELLING OF 
LAND, NEW OPERATORS 
OR OWNERS ON FARMS, 
DECEASED INDIVIDUALS, 
OR ANY CHANGES MADE 
TO YOUR ENTITIES.  
 
CHANGES TO BANK 
ACCOUNTS ALSO NEED TO 
BE UPDATED AT THIS 
OFFICE.  THANKS FOR 
YOUR COOPERATION!!! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CRP SIGNUP ANNOUNCED: 

 
The Secretary of Agriculture recently announced there will be a general signup for 
producers interested in enrolling land into the Conservation Reserve Program, 
commonly known as CRP.  Signup for CRP will begin August 2nd, 2010 and 
conclude August 27th, 2010.   
 
To be eligible for offer, land must meet one of the following eligibility requirements. 
Field(s) offered must either be determined to be highly erodible (HEL) with an 
erodibility index of 8 or greater; must lay within an area designated under State or 
National Conservation Priority Area (CPA) designation; or must be expiring CRP 
acreage, as of 9-30-2010.  For those with questions about the location of their land in 
relation to the CPA, the Air Quality CPA map will be available for review at the FSA 
office. 
 
Land must also meet cropping history requirements to offer.  Under this requirement, 
land must have been planted or considered planted to an agricultural commodity in 4 
out of 6 years during the period of 2002-2007.  Summer fallow in rotation is 
considered to meet this requirement, as is enrollment in CRP.  Alfalfa and conserving 
use grasses planted in rotations of 12 years or less where the rotation can be 
demonstrated with an annually planted commodity on either end of the rotation, within 
the 12 year period ending in 2007 also meet cropping history requirement. 
 
Offers will be ranked for acceptance through a nationwide process using an 
Environmental Benefit Index (EBI) scoring process. The EBI awards points for items 
including cover type, soil erodibility, water quality, and wildlife benefits associated with 
the offer.  Points are also awarded for the cost of each offer.  Once a national EBI 
cutoff score is established, those offers above the cutoff are offered contracts.   
 
Midterm management will be required on all new contracts, requiring a planned 
activity to enhance permanent cover during the middle three years of the contract.  
Activities can include harrowing, mowing, certain chemical applications, inter-seeding, 
fertilization, or other treatments. For newly enrolled cropland, and for existing 
grassland in need of cover reestablishment, cost share will be available for 50% of the 
cost of necessary actions. 
 

SIGNUP DEADLINE NEARS FOR DISASTER PROGRAM : 

FSA is anticipating the sign-up period for the Supplemental Revenue 
Assistance Payments Program (SURE) for crop losses in 2008 will close soon. 
Eligible producers should apply for benefits as soon as possible to ensure payment 
eligibility. 
 
The SURE program provides benefits for farm losses accrued in 2008 through 2011 
due to natural disasters.  A farmer or rancher is eligible for the program when a 
disaster designation has been made for their county or when actual production is less 
than half of the normal established production. Commodities are eligible for payment 
when covered with crop insurance or a non-insured crop disaster assistance program 
policy. 
 
A fact sheet with more detailed information and a potential payment calculator are 
available on the FSA website. For more information, contact this office.  
 

FARM LOANS AVAILABLE: 
 
The Farm Service Agency offers farm loan assistance to farmers and ranchers who 
have the experience and desire to own and operate their own farm or ranch, but who 
don’t yet meet the qualifications to obtain financing from a traditional lender.  FSA 
makes both direct and guaranteed loans.  The current loan limit for a direct loan is 
$300,000 and for a guaranteed loan the limit is $1,094,000.   
 
FSA has a variety of loans, including Farm Ownership, Farm Operating, Emergency 
and Youth. To find out more about FSA’s lending programs, contact Libby Anderson, 
Farm Loan Manager, or Nancy Seger, Farm Loan Officer. 
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The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or 
part of an individuals income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-
2600 (voice and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave. SW, Washington D.C. 20250-9410 or call 1-800-795-
3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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PRICE SUPPORT LOANS AVAILABLE: 
 
The following 2010 commodity loan rates have been announced for crops stored in Grant County.  Please remember 
that loan rates for those farms participating in the ACRE program are reduced by 30% from these amounts. 
 
Soft white wheat - $3.33/bu. 
Hard red spring & DNS - $ 4.32/bu. 
Hard red winter wheat - $ 3.20/bu. 

Barley $ 2.20/bu. 
Oats$ 1.37/bu. 
Corn$ 2.35/bu. ($83.90/ton) 

 
Commodity loans on grain grading above sample grade are made as 9 month nonrecourse loans, and may be repaid 
at the lesser of principal plus interest, or the calculated market repayment price at any point during the loan period.  
Grain may also be forfeited at loan maturity in satisfaction of loan amount, subject to adjustments in value 
due to quality.  Any reductions in quality from the original loan amount are the responsibility of the 
borrower. Loans become due on the last day of the 9th month, after the month of disbursement. 

Loan fees are $45 per loan, and an additional $3 per bin in excess of one, or warehouse receipt in excess of one for 
the loan.  Lien searches are required to be conducted prior to issuance of loans, and lien waivers may be required of 
persons with security interest in the commodity, to ensure that Commodity Credit security interests are perfected. 
Measurement service is available for farm stored commodities where you are unsure of the volume of grain stored.  
Loans are available on up to 100% of the amount of commodity measured or certified, or for warehouse stored 
loans, for 100% of the amount receipted.  Measurement service rates are set by the Washington State FSA 
Committee at a level to recoup actual costs of the service, and for 2010 include a basic rate on all requests of $30, 
with an additional $16 per hour for time spent with completion of the request, based on a minimum time of one hour.   

ASPARAGUS PROGRAM AVAILABLE: 
 
Washington asparagus growers can tap into federal resources designed to help them remain competitive globally. 
The Trade Adjustment Assistance program for farmers offers various training opportunities and cash assistance to 
eligible producers. Applications are being accepted at the FSA office until September 23, 2010.  
 
Although business planning is a key part of the program, the Center intends to cover a range of topics that would 
also benefit producers who may already have business plans. Broken into three steps, the training program involves 
an orientation, a series of technical assistance workshops and culminates with the producer creating a business 
plan. Producers are allowed to sign up themselves and one alternate, both can participate. The initial training will 
occur within 90 days of the application period. After an introductory meeting, producers can choose from a variety of 
training modules that best fit their operation. 
 
To be eligible for the program, producers must be able to prove production of asparagus during 2009 and within at 
least one of the three years prior.  The three ways to qualify for benefits are: 1) loss of production between 2009 and 
the preceding production year; 2) a lower 2009 price than the previous three year average; or 3) the USDA county 
price was lower in the petition year (May 3, 2010) than the previous three year average.  
 
The program will be available in person or online, and producers can choose from a range of offered topics that they 
wish to complete. Completion of an initial plan includes a maximum payment of $4,000 to help with development of a 
more complete business adjustment plan, with another maximum payment of $8,000 on completion of a business 
adjustment plan. For more information contact your local FSA office, or log onto www.TAAforFarmers.org. 
 


