
 
 
 

Grant County FSA 
2145 Basin St. SW STE A 
Ephrata, WA 98823 
Phone: (509) 754-2463 ext. 2 
Fax:      (509) 754-4705 

 
Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 

 
County Committee 
Richard Reffett - Chairman 
Mike Edwards - V-Chairman 
John Morris Jr. - Member 
Angela Pixton- Advisor 

 
Farm Program Staff 
Greg Anderson, CED-ext.1101 
Marilyn Littleton, PT-ext.1100 
Katie Markham, PT-ext. 1104 
Roxanne Neilan, PT-ext. 1103 
 

Farm Loan Staff 
Libby Anderson, FLM-ext.1105 
Nancy Seger, FLO-ext. 1106 
Paul Daling, FLT-ext. 1107 
 

Next COC Meeting 
February 16, 2011 - 8:30 AM 
 
 

FSA Web sites: 
 
State: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
 
National: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
 
 
ATTENTION PLEASE!! 
 
PLEASE KEEP THIS OFFICE 
UPDATED ON ANY RECORD 
CHANGES SUCH AS NEW 
LAND BEING PURCHASED 
OR FARMED, SELLING OF 
LAND, NEW OPERATORS 
OR OWNERS ON FARMS, 
DECEASED INDIVIDUALS, 
OR ANY CHANGES MADE 
TO YOUR ENTITIES.  
 
CHANGES TO BANK 
ACCOUNTS ALSO NEED TO 
BE UPDATED AT THIS 
OFFICE.  THANKS FOR 
YOUR COOPERATION!!! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

SIGNUP UNDERWAY FOR 2009 DISASTER PROGRAM 

Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments program 
(SURE) began on January 10, 2011 and will end on July 29, 2011.  This signup 
period is for those who suffered crop production losses during crop year 2009. 
 
SURE provides crop disaster assistance payments to eligible producers on farms that 
have incurred crop production or crop quality losses. The program takes into 
consideration crop losses on all crops grown by a producer nationwide.  SURE 
provides assistance in an amount equal to 60 percent of the difference between the 
SURE farm guarantee and total farm revenue.  The farm guarantee is based on the 
amount of crop insurance and Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) 
coverage on the farm.  Total farm revenue takes into account the actual value of 
production on the farm as well as insurance indemnities and certain farm program 
payments. 
 
Please contact the County Office for more information or to schedule an appointment 
to enroll into the SURE program.  
 

ASPRAGUS LOSS PROGRAM ANNOUNCED 
 
Asparagus growers who were adversely affected by asparagus imports could be 
eligible for financial compensation through the Asparagus Revenue Market Loss 
Assistance Payment (ALAP) Program.  The signup for the ALAP program is 
February 7 through April 8, 2011. 
 
To be eligible for the program, growers must have produced and marketed asparagus 
in commercial quantities in the U.S. during both crop years 2003 and 2007. 
Asparagus production must be producer-certified in either fresh or processed for 
2003.  According to the USDA National Agriculture Statistics Service, there were 
17,000 acres of asparagus planted in 2003, but only 8,000 acres in 2007. 
 
The program has $15 million available nationwide to be split evenly between the fresh 
and processed varieties.  The maximum payment rate is $1.06 per pound for fresh 
asparagus, and $1.08 per pound for processed.  The application forms can be 
obtained electronically at: 
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eForms/welcomeAction.do?Home, or 
http://intra3.fsa.usda.gov/dam/ffasforms/forms.html, or at this office.  Applications 
must be postmarked on or before April 8, and no late applications will be accepted. 

 
CRP SIGNUP ANNOUNCED 

 
The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) general signup starts Monday, March 
14, 2011 and ends Friday, April 15, 2011. 
 
CRP allows producers to enroll land in ten year contracts that help preserve 
environmentally sensitive land.  In exchange for idling the land, producers receive 
annual rental payments and 50 percent of the cost to establish the cover.  Rental 
rates are tied to county average rental rates and the productivity of the soils in the 
offered acreage.  In general, no other income can be derived from the land while 
under contract. 
 
Eligibility and ranking scores are based on several factors. Eligible land must have 
been planted to an annual crop or conserving use in at least four years between 2002 
and 2007.  In addition, the land must have an erodibility index of 8 or greater, be in the 
state air quality or wildlife Conservation Priority Area, or be CRP expiring in 2011. 
 
Offers will be ranked using the Environment Benefits Index.  Points will be awarded 
based on the environmental and habitat benefits of the proposed cover planted.  More 
points are awarded for native covers.  Existing CRP covers may need to be replanted 
to maximize the score.  Extra points will be awarded for the most erosive land and 
bids that include pollinator habitat on 10% of the acreage. 
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FSA STATE DIRECTOR TO HOLD PRODUCER MEETINGS 
 

Producers wanting to know more about FSA programs or comment on FSA programs and services will have an 
opportunity for dialogue with the agency's State Executive Director Judy Olson.  Ms. Olson will participate in a 
producer meeting and listening session on Tuesday, March 22, 2011.  The meeting starts at 10 a.m. and will be in 
Davenport, WA at the Memorial Hall, 511 W. Park Street. 
 
The meeting is one of four that Ms. Olson will attend in the state.  Persons with disabilities who require 
accommodations to attend or participate in the meeting should contact the Lincoln County FSA office at (509) 725-
4501 or jeff.lust@wa.usda.gov.  FSA is committed to making programs accessible to all customers. 

 
FARM OWNERSHIP RECORDS 

 
To bring agency documents in line with state law, FSA asks that producers update their farm ownership records and 
program contracts to include their spouses.  DCP/ACRE, CRP and other contracts signed from this point forward 
should include spouses, but this will not affect the share disbursement.  FSA does not dictate how spouses are 
awarded contract shares.  To prove that any property is separately owned, you must provide adequate 
documentation, other than a deed, to demonstrate your separate ownership. 
 
FSA is in the midst of a drive to update a variety of producer records to streamline contract and program processes. 
Accurate records help ensure farmers and ranchers receive payments quickly and without problems.  Also, updating 
FSA’s farm ownership records to include spouses will guarantee that these spouses receive COC election ballots, 
since these spouses are eligible to vote in elections. 
 
You can help by reviewing your FSA records and new contracts.  Please let the office know if your spouse is missing 
from these documents.  
 

REPORT CROP LOSSES 
 

Prompt weather-related disaster reporting is crucial for FSA to determine the need for disaster declarations.  Some 
recent weather events in Grant County include high winds in mid November and the sub-zero “arctic blast” the week 
of Thanksgiving.  The county also just experienced extreme high winds on February 12.  If any of these or other 
similar events have caused crop, livestock, or physical losses to buildings or structures, please report these losses to 
our office.  Disaster declarations trigger availability of emergency loans and in some instances, additional disaster 
assistance programs. 
 
Helpful documentation includes the specific location of farm damage, date and time of the disaster event, the type of 
damage (hail, wind, etc), what was affected and the estimated percent of loss.  Photographic evidence of significant 
damage will also be helpful as both FSA and insurance agents use them in support of future program applications 
and cumulative damage reports. 
 
Disaster designation triggers availability of low-interest loans and direct payments under the Supplemental Revenue 
Assistance Payment Program (SURE) for farmers and ranchers in the county.  SURE benefits help offset the loss of 
farm revenue associated with the disaster year.  Emergency loans may be used to replace essential property or pay 
production costs associated with the disaster year.  They may also be used to pay essential living expenses, 
reorganize a farming operation or refinance certain debts. 

 
 

Please have a safe and prosperous farming & ranching season in 2011! 
From the staff at the Grant County FSA Office 


