
  

  

 

 

 

  

 
2012 DCP/ACRE SIGNUP: 

Sign-up for the 2012 DCP/ACRE program begins January 23rd, 2012.  The 
DCP program provides direct benefits to producers whose farms have 
established grain/oilseed bases and yields.  Payments for 2012 will be 
calculated by taking base acres for the covered commodity times 85%, times 
the established yield, times the respective payment rate in effect for that 
commodity.  A major change for the 2012 program year is no advance 
payments will be available.   
 
As done in past years, this office will prepare and send out postcards to our 
dry-land operators informing them of the time and date of their appointment.  
If the time and date doesn’t fit your schedule, please advise this office so that 
we can re-schedule you for another time and date.  
 
Items that you will need to have with you during your appointment are 1) 
planting dates of your 2012 crop, and 2) 2011 production records for 
ACRE participants.  Please be on the lookout for your postcard which will be 
mailed out around January 15th. 
 

2010 SURE SIGNUP: 
 
The sign-up period for the Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments 
Program (SURE) for crop losses in 2010 began November 14, 2011, and will 
conclude on June 1st, 2012. 

To be eligible for SURE, a producer must have obtained a policy or plan of 
insurance for all crops through the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation and 
obtained Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, if 
available, from the Farm Service Agency.  
 
To receive SURE payments, an eligible producer must have a qualifying loss.  
A qualifying loss means at least a 10 percent production loss affecting one 
crop of economic significance due to a disaster on a farm in a disaster 
county.  Producers outside a declared disaster county, but with production 
losses greater than or equal to 50 percent of the normal production on the 
farm (expected revenue for all crops on the farm), also qualify for SURE. 
 
Persons or legal entities whose average nonfarm income exceeds $500,000 
are not eligible for SURE payments.  Please contact this office for more 
SURE program information or to establish an appointment.            
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Grant County FSA 
2145 Basin St. SW STE A 
Ephrata, WA 98823 
Phone: (509) 754-2463 ext. 2 
Fax: (509) 754-4705 
 
Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 
 
County Committee 
Mike Edwards – Chair 
John Morris Jr. – Vice Chair 
Roger Watkins – Member 
Gwinda Lutz – Advisor 
 
Farm Program Staff 
Greg Anderson, CED ext.1101 
Marilyn Littleton, PT ext.1100 
Katie Markham, PT ext. 1104 
Roxanne Neilan, PT ext. 1103 
 
Farm Loan Staff 
Libby Anderson, FLM ext.1105 
Nancy Seger, FLO ext. 1106 
Blanca Alvitres, FLO ext. 1102 
Paul Daling, FLT ext. 1107 
 
FSA Web sites: 
State: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/wa 
 
National: 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
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BEGINNING FARMER LOANS: 
 

FSA's loan programs are designed to help family farmers who are temporarily unable to obtain commercial credit.  
In many cases, these are beginning farmers who have insufficient net worth to qualify for commercial credit. 

The law also requires FSA to reserve or target loan funds for exclusive use by beginning farmers.  Funds remain 
targeted for beginning farmers in the guaranteed programs until April 1 of each year.  In the direct programs, funds 
are targeted for beginning farmers until September 1 of each year. 

A beginning farmer or rancher is an individual or entity who:  

• has not operated a farm or ranch for more than 10 years  
• substantially participates in the operation 
• for Farm Ownership loan purposes, does not own a farm greater than 30 percent of the average size 

farm in the county 
• for Farm Ownership loan purposes, must have participated in the business operation of a farm for at 

least 3 years. 
 

Maximum amounts of indebtedness are $300,000 for direct loans and $1,214,000 (amount varies annually based 
on inflation) for guaranteed loans.  FSA has a down payment program to assist beginning farmers and socially 
disadvantaged applicants to purchase a farm or ranch.  This program also provides a means for retiring farmers 
and ranchers to transfer their land to a future generation. 

Eligible beginning farmers and socially disadvantaged applicants are given first priority to purchase FSA acquired 
properties.  For more information about FSA loan programs, please contact the Farm Loan staff at (509) 754-
2463, ext 2.   

KEEP FARM RECORDS UP TO DATE: 

Accurate farm records are essential for this office to be able to administer farm programs effectively.  With this in 
mind, operators and owners of farms participating in federal programs administered by this office are reminded to 
keep this office updated on any farm record changes that take place during the year.  Record changes would 
include becoming a new operator or owner of farm ground, obtaining a new bank account, making changes to your 
entity structure, or notifying this office of deceased individuals.  

THANK YOU RICHARD REFFETT: 
 

Due to term limitations (9 consecutive years), Richard Reffett will not be representing producers from the Moses 
Lake/Warden area on the Grant County FSA Committee.  Serving in various capacities on the County Committee 
for almost 20 years, Richard brought valuable insight and agricultural experience to the Committee.  Richard 
helped in the formation of effective farm program policies that are still being used by this office today.  We wish 
Richard the best the future has to offer, and thank him for his tireless efforts serving on the Grant County 
Committee. 

NEW COMMITTEEMAN ELECTED: 
 
Roger Watkins was recently elected as the new member of the Grant County FSA Committee.  Roger and his 
family farm south of Warden, growing dry land wheat, various irrigated crops, and having CRP as well.  Roger will 
join other members of the 2012 County Committee, including Chairman Mike Edwards from Hartline, Vice 
Chairman John Morris Jr. from Ephrata, and Advisor Gwinda Lutz from Royal City.  Welcome aboard Roger!
 


